
3lutual Improvement Society. 466

There enn be no doubt, lie thought that an eflcient uarantine
was of the irst importanco, and lie toptt that ine toivestigations
would cause the executive to lrovido the proper oflicers, and
ample monaes te insurm as strict a eupervimon a.2, that which has
beon se succes.sful in Now York. The contrat board should
seleet Physicians and nurses and diotributo copiosof wslt.propared
rules to local boards, especially along the routo of emigrants to
the west, so that infected localities mightbo strictly isolated.-
Of course thu hypouthsis of contagion ts lttly ndruntted by this
line of action, and ho wvas inclhned ta boliovo with Dr. Watson,
that't is at Icast portable, as proven iii the case of " Tho Frank-
lin" The mcany-striking oxcetions may bu cnsily accounted
for, from absence of pro-disposition, or lack of susceptibility,
this exception lie had frequently witnessed te tho attendant on
thos sick with the smnll-pox.

Thtis suscoptibility arises from the bamo causes tn most in.
fsctious or contagious disesues such as itomporanco, netflicient
or unwholesone food, bad ventilation consequcntly we found
Cholera making its most frequent raid, opon the poor ltvtng in
the confinodaos of-largcities. Thore wore a good many oter
causes given by writers, which to his mind had vory little to do
with choiera oxcept as by weakoning the body, they might ex-
cite all disoscs, such as irregularity of diet, sunripo fruit, exposuro
to night air and one which scomn to ho exeiting mors thau usual
interest just now as a cause of unteric forer, titat is, paludal ex-
lieltions and animal ofluvia, which irs rcquont tn a great
etany places at various tioses, yet do not produce opidemic
Cholera overy summer, or Typhoid tn mid-wmnter. Hie had
alto always looked npon this latter discaeo as an epidemie arising
fmem a specific poison, propgated by icans we caneot explam;
ti by a tainted atmosphoi, but requiring actual contact, and
the conditions of impaired health, wrmmonly called predisposition.

In the swamps of Bengal and throughout the thickly popu-
ted countries of Asia, the Barbarie mods of Jfo in close and

filthy'hut, and want of personail cleanliness may change an
Ordinary type of diarrha into a spueific or epidenic forim
of diseaso. le hold to the bolief that it ts the samo disecase
dtecribcd by Hippocrates and other necient writors, but ntany
statu its origin in 1817. Aftur a Inpse of fifteen years, it mado


