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sented. Where else in the world is there such a field for observa-
tion in cholera, leprosy, dysentery, the plague,typhoid fever,malaria,
and in a host of other less important maladies. And what bas the
British Government done towards the scientific investigation of the
diseases of India ? Until recently, little or nothing, and the pro-
posai to found an institute for the scientific study of disease has
actually come frôm the native chiefs ! The work of Dr. Hankin and
of Professor Haffkine, and the not unmixed evil of the brisk epi-
demie of plague in Bombay, may arouse the officials to a conscious-
ness of their shortcomings. While sanitary progress has- been great
as shown in a reduction of the mortality from 69 per mille be-
fore 1857 to 15 per mille at present, many problems are
still urgent, as may be gathered from reading Dr. Harvey's Presi-
dential address and the proceedings of the Indian Medical congress.
That typhoid fever can be called the " scourge of India " and that
the incidence of the disease should remain so high among the
troops point to serious sanitary defects as -yet unremedied. As to
the prevalence of venereal disease among the soldiers-an admis-
sion of nearly 500 per mille tells its own tale. On reading the jour-
nals and discussions one gets the impression that matters are not as
they should be in India. There seems to be an absence of proper
standards of authority. Had there been in each presidency during
the past twenty years well-equipped government laboratories in charge
of able men, well trained in modern methods, the contributions
to our knowledge of epidemic diseases might have been epoch-
making, and at any rate we should have been spared the crudeness
which is evident in the work (particuilarly in that upon malaria) of
some zealous but badly-trained men.

In estimating the progress of nedicine in the countries compris-
ing Greater Britain, the future rather than the present should be in
our minds. The strides which have been taken during the past
twenty years are a strong warrant that we have entered upon a period
of exceptional development. When I see what has been accom-
plished in this city in the short space of time since I left, I can
scarcely credit my eyes ; the reality exceeds the utmost desire of my
dreams. The awakening of the profession in the United States to
a consciousness of its responsibilities and opportunities bas caused
unparalleled changes, which have given an impetus to medical edu-
cation and to higher lines of medical work which has already borne
a rich harvest. Within two hundred years who can say where the
intellectual centre of the Anglo-Saxqn race will be ? The Mother
Country herself has only become an intellectual nation of the firs


