
MARITIME MED)ICAL NÊS

MEDICAL MEINý-THE1R FEES
A-ND REMEDIES AT L1AW.

The profession are often accusecl of
being poor financiers and poor book-
keepers. Often a suit for professional
services, visits, advice and miedicîne is
turnied agyainst the doctor by the court,
owîng to bis mode of oriial eritry.
It is a comnion idea, existîngy in the
mninds of înany people, that a ruedical
man is. bound to obey a call to see a
patient at nnty hour, iiight or day, aîîd
it is Just as commion that such people
should doubt bis account for services
thus rendered m7lheu le asks for bis pay.
The profession shou Id remniber t bat
they are not slaves, and that i tis
country there is nio law to counpel one
mnan to serve another. It should a]lso
be understood that every mant is the
valuator of Lis own services, be the fee
great or sirall and courts w~il1 not in-
terfere, excepting where the defendant
pleads that at the time of employieiit
lie wvas unaware of the charge macle,
and disputes it as an overcharge. The
ornus of proof thexu is thrown upon the
physician. to prove qi(aitumiî iler2uit by
bis confrères. A little care in inaking
charges and entering the original
Charge will carry rnuch weight witlh
the court. A physician sliould charge
fuI] and regular prices for lis services,
even ifat settîement bie allowved a dis-
counit. The services of ]awyers andl
plhysicians -%ere formierly cousidered to
Le in their nature gratuitous, a doc-
trine derived fron the civil law, where
the relation subsisting Letween the
parties heing, founded upon the pî'in-
ciple of a mnandate, nio compensationi as
such wvas in contemplation to the mani-
datory.

i3lackstone bias stated it to Le the
establishied lan- of England that a
counisellor caninot sustain a suit for his
fees, and it bias also been freqiuently de-
cided that a physician cannot recover

any compensation for bis, services, ani(ý
was gerierally expected to take what-
ever w'as voluntarily given to himi.
These theoretical dogmnas were deduced
frorn an age that permitted their adlop-
tion, arid aithough. the principle of an
hionoraritnni finds support in England,
it flnds rio support in American or
Canadian law. It is now pretty Nvel!
conceded tl)at nien devote their timie-
and energies for the eniolumnent anct
gfain attacbied to the practice, or, i
other words, that it is unreasonable
and unjust to expect men to devotea
long, course in preparation and study.
and thien the persistent trials and dail.v
fatigues of professional practice, witL.
out being rewarded therefor. Since
the laNw'y(-rs maniage to get their fees,
it would Le exceedingly unjust to argue
t ,hat a physician Lad rio rigbit to Lis.

Every registered practitioner, a c
least, cani now mnaintain an action for
is fees. It w~ill be bis own fault if le

cannot reco-ver is own valuation oflits.
services. A Il lie lias to do is to ac-
quaint and inakze known to his patient
or employer in advance wlbat bis chiarg,,e
is before the services are rendered, and
nio court, presided over by a judge
possessing Lonour an-d justice, wvil1 re-
fuse the physiciani or surgeon a verdict.
Medical mien in their eagerniess to get
work, allowv die services to be perforiin-
ed first and then send tbieir bill years
afterwards. Disputes then arise-
perhiaps encouraged by a neighboring
practitioner tin order to aid Lis own
grist-but chickens very often corne
hromie to roost to suclh anr individual.
If miedical mien as a rule are poor andý
their families suffering for want, it is
because the profession as a whole are
not united in their views and practice.
There should be nio underbidding, it is
n)ean, disgraceful and dishonorable:-
there shiould be no resort or appeal tc>
prejudices even for the sake of spread-
ing. one's faine. Strict business prin-
ciples and habits are required to miakc
the practice of miedicine a success finan-
cially. 0f course it is understood or
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