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}RIDG‘E.S“I’UERPERAL ECLAMPSIA WITH REPORT OF CASES.

ommon, and as it was afterwards found that patients suffering from
weute or'snbacute nephritis were more liable to puerperal eclampsia, it
was concludud that they were slightly different aspects of one and the
ame disease. ‘
‘ When T was a student at Edinburgh the teachings of Simpson and
:’l’arbuur were that there were two explanations of this disease. One was
i a theory proposed by Freich and supported by others, viz.:  That it was
duc to the retention in the blood of urea.
- The second theory was called Traube’s, viz: That loss of albumen
mal«.s the blood hydraemie, and this with an hypertrophied left ventricle
amJ pressure of the pregnant uterus on the vessels of the pelvis and
sextremities caused increased pressure and czdema of the brain.
- With regard to the former Speigelburg and  Braun actually proved
:he plebencc of ammunium carbonate, or carbamid, in the blood, and as
t]us was found to be an antecedent of urea, it strengthened that theory.
XLL a pn//lmrr clinieal fact thav seemed hard to reconcile was that some
: p(mem:s would have puerperal convulsions who had never had albamin-
uria, “mtl Spvwmlbm(r still maintaine | that pressure on some of the
; "‘pcl‘\'lc nerves was a factor in the etiology of the disense.
o In suppmt of the second theory, Monk and Otto found that by
‘ m_]u‘mnfr water into the veins of dogs they produced hydramia and the
mcredswl pressure on the vessels ‘of the brain prodaced convulsinns,
mudl like those of puerperal eclampsia
o This was quite satisfactory until, shortly after, Olshausen, Schreeler
and othus found by autopsies on eclampsia patients that the brain was
olnm»d; Y, “and there was sometimes a sclerosis.
* Others observed that there was in some cases anwemia instead of
arterial tension, and an increase of waste produets circulating in the
- brain.
" Santos believed eclampsia to be an acute peripheral epilepsy having
“its origin in the uterus and that albuminuria is simply a physiological
condition of pregnancy.
Pajot declines to admit cclampsia to Le dependent on albuminuria.
e believes the cause is reflex, culminating in a cerebro-spinal eentre in
close proximity to the disorganized centre which presides over the exist-
ence of albuminuria, because, he says, the certainty of eclampsia occurring
is not proportional to the amount of albumen present; that many that are
highly albuminvyic do not have eclampsia, while others who have only
a trace die in a comatose condition ; that wemen have died of .




