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comimon, and as it was afterwards found that patients suffering from
acueor sbacute nephritis were more hable to puerperal eclamipsia, it

vas conchud that they were slightly different aspects of one and the
samne (liseas.

When I was a student at Edinburgh the teachings of Simpson and
Barbour were that there were two expliations of this disease. One was
a theory propo-eî by Freichi and supported by others, viz. That it was
lue to the retertion in the blood of urea.

The second theory was called Traube's, viz: That loss of albumen
cakes the blood hydroemie, and this with an hypertrophied loft ventricle

and pressure of the pregnant uterus on the vessvis of the pelvis and
extremities caused increased pressure and odema of the brain.

Witih regard to the former Speigelburg and Braun actually proved
the presence of ammonium carbonate, or carbanid, in the blood, and as
this was found to be an antecedent of urea, it strengthened that theory.

et a puzzling clinical fact thaL seened hard to reconcile was that some

patients would have puerperal convulsions who had never had albunin-
ria, and Speigeburg stili maintaine 1 that preisure on soine of the

pelvic nerves was a factor in the etiology of the disease.
In support of the second theory, Moc< and Otto found thit by

injecting watei into the veins of dogs they produced hydromeiîa and the
inereased pressure on the vessels of the brain produced convulsions,
imuchi like those of puerperal eclamopsia.

îThis vas quite satisfactory until, shortly after, Olshausen, Schrre.le-
and others found by autopsies on eclampsia pattients that the brain Vas
often-dry, and there was sometimes a sclerosis.

Oters observed that tiere vas in sone cases anomeina instead of
arterial tension, and an increase of waste products circulating in the
brain.

Santos believed eclampsia to be an acute peripheral epilepsy having
its origin in the uteras andl that ailbuminîria is siniply a physiological
condition of pregnancy.

Pajot declines to admit eclampsia to be dependent on albuminuria.
le behieves the cause is reflex, culminating in a cerebro-spinal centre in
close proxirnity to the disorganized centre which presides over thê exist-
ence of albuminaria, because, lie says, the certainty of eclampsia occurring
is not proportional to the amount of albumen present; that many that are
highly albuminuiic do not have eclampsia, while others who have only
a trace die in a comatose condition ; that wemen have died of


