
THIE CANADIAN MILITIAMNAN.

ilicir seavard fl1,îuk bfi%-te Britishî Navy, on tlair1
land lroîîl ier %vere î,rotcîcd h% the wild nature of1
thie Country. 'l'lie one strategical gateway mbt
Lower Canada is the route by' I.ake Chiamplain1
and the Richelieu, andI sonie faattity scenîed bu
dog cvery effort %which the Aniericans maide
to enter it ; su that, as MNr. Benjamin Suite
lias pointcd out, the peuple of Lowcr Canada suf-
féred no achial invasion anîd dwclt for the niost
part in pence and secuirity. 'l'le iiost serious
conillict iii defence of MNonitreal, fihe battie of
Clirystler's Farni, b>' an odd coincidence, took
place up the St. Lawrence, stili to flie riglit of the
city aimied at b>' fli invaders. On flic Niagara
fruatier flic real force of flic figlitiaîg fell, and,
consistent stili, flic one decisive success wvhiclî
the Aiericaaîs %von %vas ini the valley of the
Tîîames, ftic extreaîîe riglît oif ie Britishî position.
This cliaracteristic is, of course, thec uatural con-
scquence of the strategîcal situation, the llritishi
comimand of the sea obliging thic invaders to
clîoose inland avenues o! atack. The effect was,
of course, tlîat Upper Canada liad thec heaviest
fighiting, and it folloîvs that the Militia of Cis
Provinice %vas miore constantly enploycd than tlîat
of tic ofliers. It lîad, lîowevcr, no mioaopoly of
service. A Militia acting as such in close ;i.stcia-
tion with a body of regular troops has btvo fuaîc-
tions to fulfil. lu the field it cati, by Jischarging
a nuiiber of imiscell.tileo.s d4utics, save the strcaigtli
of flic regulars for tic actual lîour of combat,
Miennftie solidity of disciplinand uJthe precision of
liialnoeutvre of the professional soldier are sei at
flîcir ligliist advantagc. Special bodies of iMilitia
inay attaimi to an cflicienc>' cntitIin'- tlem to a

place ini ue hUne of battie, but iii general thle>' îvill
be whlat, in flic old dai's of rigid drill, wcre kaîuwa
ats 'llighitt ruops." li t te second place, a Militia
îîîay be thec best recruiliting field for the recgular
troops ; the Britistli Militia for uîaiy vears lias
been a conspicuonus exautiple of tlis uise. 'l'O bolli
fliese deniands thie Canadiaui Militia rcspondcd.
lIn sale Neiv' Bruniswick tiv'o wlîole b,îttaliuais of
flic regular amni>', tli o3rd a13(i4tli, %wcr
praclicahl>' raised, wvlile iii L'pper Canada st veral
corps iinstered ilîan>' Canadianîs iii tlicir ranîks.
No lritislî force aîov'cd withit ils cunîpletiient
of Canadiaui M ilitia, and certain corps, such
as the Gîcaîgarry' Liglit lnfantr>' and the Incor-
poratcdi"iàliliti:î fouglit tliruugh the canîpaigns
siiouîder ta siotider witlî the regulars. l'lie
effort put forth by the people of' Upper Cani-
ada Ivas v'cry greaLt. Iln roid nunlibers tiiere
were about i î,ooo moni fit to bear arms ini thi
Piovince. 0f thcse mnany wvere ver>' reccnt inii
migrants froni the United States, and saw no
reason to t:îke up arins againsbtîxheir former coin-
patriots, so tlîat une o!flihe dîfliculties of ftic
youing Province was actual disalrection. Y'ct
;uiotlier dificulty %vas the nced for groiving the
crops, for comnîaîication w~as su slow and dilfi-
cuit tliat the food diflicult>'%vas vcry pressing.
X'et the Province nîanaged to keep sonie 3,000
mîen under amis at one limie or anotlicr, includiaig
two or tlîrue pcrmnauently euibodied battalions of
excellenit îroops. At critical momnuts the >iilitia
%vere of great assistance ; Sir lsaac Brock, for
instance, held thie NiaigaraL for several ni,:.aîtlis
prior ta the battle of Queenston H-eigits %viîlî a
force large!>' conîposed of Militia, the piopurtioui

or regulars being ver' siiall. It %vars ini 1814
tliat the gc.uîral ordcr was publislied wvliclî pre.
scribcd (licetîniiorni to lie %worn b>' fli Militia, and
it directed the facings to Lie of lle. Nowv, l)tue
is the color of Royai reginienls, midn upon tblat Chr-
cutiistatice is fouaîidt!d hie present ruse (if hie royal
color by the scrvice and the ciaini lu tie designa.
hion Il Royal Caliadian iNMiliti." I t was an hiora
%veU %von bv liard service, yes, and self.denying
service.

'le rougli tesson of 1812 %vas long renîenîbered
ini Canda and fur many yearrs the govcrruing class-
es were dcepiy inîiprcssed wiflithe aieed for the
mîainteance uf tlhe imaci;aîiery of self.defence.
Froni the ver>' irsi the rigiît of the Govea aiiielit

ta catI uipon aIt the pecople to defeaid thîir country
%vas recugniz.ed. *1Te plan; of organization whlicli
was adoptcd wvis practicaully tlie saie ini tle vari-
ous provinces, local diffn.-eaices of course existilîg.
lu Upper Caniada up bu 1846 thie &Militia was coin-
poscd o! al lieamale iuhabitants betweeui itie ages
o! à 8 and 6o, and they wcre etirolled b>' the Cap-
tains on jaie 4, the old King's Jirthîclay. Colonels
lîad tie right 10 asscemble their conînîands one day
ini each nmontlî for drill and ianspectionî. A strictl>'
territorial s>'stenî of organization cxisted, each
culant>' laviaîg oaîe or miore batualioa nid ecdi
sniallcr district its conîpan>'.hIn Lowver Canada
thic age was from 16 ta 6o, and tiiere werc Ilîrce
miuster days li tle year, one in june, oaîceli j uly
anid one li Augusr. On thiese days the Milibia
were asscmlbled "'ta revieivaraîis, ta fire anmarks,
and for ianstructioan in tlie exercise "-somiethiaîg
nitich resenîbliaîg îte -''î,'apitiscli.ît' " whicli Scott
dcscribcs in 1"Oh! Mlortality. "
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