FOR LOWER CANADA.

both unwise and injmions on our part to have continued any rivalry,
still moie so any epposition to this more £y organized establish-
ment 5 and you have paid @ just tribute o the merits of Mr. Hicks,
our Jate Hend Master, by pliacing lum over this lostintion.—Hen-
ceforth, sir, 1 wilt be ouly by teting together in goud faith that we
i hope 10 see at prosper; and there will be need of much mmtual
tombearance and discretion  those who have the conduet of 1,
and also of the grens grace of Christian charity, which thinketh no
evil, and which s never 1eady to impute wrong wmotives and designs
to others. Aud there will be espeeial need, when we are thus
united together, that theie shall be no attempts, through any oppor-
tuntties offeted by means of this institution, at making proselytes of
any of the students to i diflerent communion Hom the one to which
he ongmally belonged, 1 would wish to ke this opportumty of
recording my own judgment of the very great myury that i~ 30 cons-
tantly done by the iyudicious and rash attempts which wie often
made to unsettle the faith of others. It may Le a mo-t landuble
wisit to make converts of all around us to our own faith, which we,
cach of us, [ presumne, thivk the true ones but it is fur easier to
shuake our neighber’s faith, in what he has been brought up from a
chitd, than 1o make a convert of him to onr own creed. I reguires
not onfy much zeal, but also much self-denial, and discretion, and
humility to attempt such a work with goad hope of suceess, lest in
seeking to grve our brother « purer faith, we feave him with none
atall. - Aud while 1 hope that thuse engaged in this [nstitution will
act in good farth, one towards wnother, § trust the Churen of En-
gland and other 1ehygions commumons, who have an especial inte-
rest in the MeGill Nommal School, and the Protestant schools
throughout the Provinee, will conunie 1o receve fair and liberal
treatinent, as compared with the Churelt of Rome.  We are even,
when thus associted together, but a small minority in this Lower
Provinee 5 but we are, nevertheless, not an unimportant part of the
community.  Sull, when it wits decided to pince the education of
this portion of the Provinee winder the direction of asingle Superin-
tendent. we conld uot have expeeted that he should have been se-
Jected from that nnuority.  On this account, we have no right to be
dissatisfied 5 but § cannot bt 1emember that while weare certamly
at some posstble risk and some disadvantage—some neeessary com-
promise—~—thus assoctated together, the sehools provided for your own
Church are left under the undivided chuarge of her own body.  And
more than this, bestdes the funds derived from the anmual Parlia-
mentary grants, the Chureh of Rome has had secared to her, by an
act of the Government, very large endowments—ane speciad object
of which, by the very tenur of the gram, is the cducation of the pro-
ple.  We have, therefore, some right to expect thiit in tie distiibu-
tion of the annual Parliumentary Jmnt, as some compensation, and
to allay any possible discontent, especiaily as coming through a Su-
pesiutendent who s of the faith of the majority, that if there be any
tavor shown, the balanee shwuld rather be” thrown ou the side of the
minority. [ am quite aware that you will have no casy task to folfil
in the administration of your office.  Hitherto, as far as © cau learn
and my own ebsetvation has gone, you have given very gencrul
sausfaction o all reasonable minds.  Aud, centainly, all wust ac-
knowledge the attention and energy and taleuts with which yon
have apphied yourself to the work before you. At present, to the
great credit of thus portion of the Provinee with which your ofiice is
coanected, there is, | think, very generally, an exceeding Kind and
goml feeling between all classes” of the population, consisting of
such diffitent mees and different ereeds—a state of things which, 1
hope, may long comtinue 5 and while T will leave athers to note the
progress that is makmy in commercial gremuess, in ads and man-
“etares, T would wish to be able, if life be spared 1o us, to chron-
1ele, as vears pass by, the increasing suecess of hese institutions
whase ¢ amencement you are now inaugurating, and the goud
efftets of all aur efforts in the canse of edueation; snd above all,
that while vur people advance in mtelligence and in wordly great-
uess, that imcl&igcncc way ever be sanctificd by heavenly grice,
anud their cathly treasures far surpassed by those enduring riches
which are beng kud up in Heaven, not for the worldly wise nor
worldly nughty, but for the followers of the meek and Jowly Jesus,

Mier the applagse incident to His Lordship’s remarks had subsided
the Cliairman called upon His Excellency General Eyre, who spoke
as foliows :—

Thiz was the second time that day he had been ealled upon o
spoak upon the same sulject, but he wally knew nat what to say.
l}c had taken the shilling too eardy in life 0 nmbabe much from the
Pivrian sprine. but he hand tasted sufficient o be fully alive to the
tmmense advantages o be derived from it He must congeatulate
thein upon the advantages such an iustitotion wonld communicate.
He did not intend to expatiate on the benelits the acquisition of

knowledgo wauld coufer, but ho wuuld sey that boforo thoy could
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expeet o teach, they must themselves be tanght.  There was no
wore honorable occupation than that of edacating the young mind,
ad tus they could uot do without proper training, any more than
the phy steran or the lawyer could expect to become acquainted with
lus protession wathout apphication; he trusted that the profession,
womd now be plieed on its proper footing.  What benefit the
enbigdhtened man derned from the acquisiton of knowledge !
Those whose mmnds are stored with kuowledge ae always found
a fuit a1 ther busiess, s even for od age it had quite a
chatm,  Every eredit was due tothe hberat government of this Pro-
vinee. who liad every consciousness of their ¢ ul?' to the people, and
whuse greatest anms wete the promotion, not orly of the temporal,
but also the moral and intellectual prosperity of the Proviuce.  He
comganulated the Government upon the result, and he did vot hesi-
tate 10 say that he was sure the support of the commuity would be
extended " to that govermment foc its wise and liberal action. He
again congratubited the communmity upan the important change which
had taken place, and wished the institution every success.

C. Dunkin, Esq., one of the Governors of McGill Coilege, made
sowe brief observations, m the course of which he paid @ graceful
tribute to the memory of the late Hew Ramsay, Ezq., whose zeal on
behalf of education in general, and of the McGill College, he truly
desertbed as having been most wanm and devoted.  He also expa-
tated an titting teres on the digaity and high ealling ofthe preceptors
of youth, claiming for them an equaiity at Jeast with the members
ot the other leamed professions.

The Chairman then called upon Professor Robbins, of the Normnal
School.  He simnd that he would have much preferred to make his
first appearance in Montreal under circumstances less embarrassing
than the present, not the least obvious of the difliculties under
which he labored being the necessity of contronting such an assem-
bly @s the present. He trusted that, though much had been eloquenty
suid on the subject of cducation generally, ke might be pardoned
for alluding o Mide fasther to the necessiny of education for the
people, espeeially in this age aud Tand.  “The period of modern and
future history divided itself into three periods,—the periods of physi-
caly intellectual and wom! predommance.  The first is passig
away ; in it the mailed kwght was of first unyonaucc; but thougly,
stilly when duty su .amons, we have the stout heart to dare, and the
strong arm 1o do, mere prowess is no fonger honored with the first
place i the esteen ol mankind kno\\'lc(ﬁo’c now assumes the right
to govern—kuowledee is the great want of the day.  The masses
demand, in tenes that by no government can safely be disregarded,
ashare in the blessing~ of mental culture,  Nor must the edication
imparted be merely secutar and intellectual 5 for already dawng
upon us the promise of 2 yet more plorious day than this—the day,
swiftly approaching, when mere intellectua’sty shall abdicate the
sace of pride and pawer, and moral excellency shall be enthroned
m the esteem of all 3 aud it the education now imparted is to have
an intelligent regard 10 the necessities of the future, we must con-
neet with all our teaclmzes that eligions element, without which
we vainly strive for mond areatness. There is much, o, in the
peeuliar pesition of thix country that makes a comp.ete educational
system an imperative necessity. We stand now at the origin of o
wition.  We are 1o be the founders of anew mee—a mee that pro-
mises to ke a hugh position even amongst the older nauons of the
carth.  Henee, shoul& we be peeuliarly careful to hand down to
postesity zoud institutions and hizh principless such insttutions as
can be established. suel principles as wiil obiain only amonast an
enlightened people. The acorn that w-day 2 child’s hand” may
plant, thit tw-morrow niy be by o child upraated, when with years
it shatl have increased, will wrestie defiantly with the fiercest
winter storm. And so. if we plant in this day the sceds of evil,
coming generations may put fosth in vain the most strenuous cfforts
10 uprool them ; butif -day we give to the keeping of this gencrous
soil, and 10 the blessing of the Almighty. the gernns of good, they
will spring up to shelter with broad branches those who shall in the
future succeed us.  There are many educating agencies at wark.
OF ureat importance is the cdueation ol the fireside=—the home fire-
side. awound which tender sympathies cluster. The cdasation of
the people throngh the agensy of the press—powerful Jor good,
powerful for evil=must ant be forgotten. . Nor is the pulpit 10 be
overlpoked, presenting before us the realities of a hizher existence,
and sunumoning us to the vecaguition of our noblest destinies.
Aoz all these, the primary school must_occupy 1o inferior posi-
tion. It holds ue mean place, even when cont@sted with the
sreatest of these. I it s important that e guilty should be
reclimed from evil, it is also unportant that the child that has not
vet wandered far from vintue in the devious ways of vice—that has
uot yet mingled in the corruptions and folles on this world of sin—

ghould bo presarved from its polluticn. It must bo oeious Wat ihe



