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t few of thie churehes bave attained to, complete independcnce. The l')rot.
estants raise for ail purposes ncarly $00,000 annually, stili the najority Of
the congregations are uttcrly unable to assumne the entire support of thjef
preachers and tcachers. The country is poý>r. Europcan armaments cofi.
pel Tuirkcy to mnaintain a large standing army and an expensîve ilavy.
The expenses of the government are grcat, and taxation is extrcmcely lblr.
densome. Protestants have showil not a littie cuterprise, but it is difficult
te introduce any ncw industry. The Orient docs not take readily to liew
things, and tihe Government doos vcry little to, lIalp tlaem, forward, but, on
the contrary, scks help from thein for the trcasury.

3. The hope of a reformation in the Gregorian Church rest-rains j»anr
£rom joinîng the Protestant niovement. The Bible lias been -%vîdely circu-
latcdl aud read. is truths are becoming iveI I known, and wlaile, thue rites
of thie Claurch are inaintained, tuec errors and superstitions of formcer days
are intellcctually rcuounced. It is, pcrhaps, safe to, say that the najority
of the Arnienians are orthiodox in belief, and that is their snare. Tjn
are contented, with a riglat bolief. Tlaey say, " Ve no longer trust to
rites and good ivorks for salvation. Christ is the only Saviour. We Le
lieve as yen do," etc. Many of the Protestants are teo much of the sanie
iuid. Too inany of thein feel that titis confession on tiie part of their
.Armenian neighibors is enougli, therefore thecy do not labor for idiem.
Tiace is sonie reason te, hope that a genuine reform niay take place at
somec ime ini te Gregorian Claurcli sù dep and thoroughi tiat tlue prot-
estants nia>" retura te it, especially if Ltme truth which is known andi Co>
fessed slial be vivified by thme LIoly Spirit ; but at present therc is a sir-
itual deadness whichi causes mulititudes te bc satisfied with a formi
confession ef Lime truti and a partial rectification of conuct.

4. Anothier serions obstacle is tihe attitude of the Govcrnment and its
co-rchigionists. This is a peint upon whicli, fer obvions reous, it is rdt
expedient te, speak very freiy. For many years Lthe Goernment iras in.
différent, aud the Mohamimedans generaily looked with a degree of faîor
upon Protestantism as an inîproveniont upon any othter Christian systen
'with which, titey were acquainted. There is ne more loyal class in àb
country titan tihe Protestants, and gevernors of Lime provinces and other
higli officiais bave frcqiiently aclcnowiedgcd it ; and timoy have said, lia
the spread of Protestantismn is a public benefit. 0f Imite years, lioirere.
Protestant grewtht in intelligcnue and naniaood lias become an occason for
suspicion. Islam had its birtlh in lime seventh century, and it retains lia
character of tlie conntry and the Lime of iLs birtn, and it bas couic to Wo
mnpon vital Chiristianity as a serions menace.

])espite tiese and xnany other hindrances sucli as are found in ail mi-
sionary fields Lucre can bc no donbt, of Lime genuineness of the CliimityId
-which 18 now being rcvivcd in its ancient, home. The Lruth lias takcn deep
root. Miec Icaven is widely sprcad, and it is silcntiy doing its work. hIk
Christian Churcli xmeeds te, have a deep sense of its own gret privile »Àd
opportunitv, aud te mlanifest it by more libera! gifts and more ferrentpT1j«.


