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few of the churches have attained to complete independence. The Prot.
cstants raise for all purposes nearly $60,000 annually, still the majority of
the congregations are utterly unable to asswme the entire support of their
preachers and teachers. The country is pour.  European armaments con.
pel Turkey to maintain a large standing army and an expensive navy,
The expenses of the government are great, and taxation is extremely L.
densome. DProtestants have shown not a little enterprise, but it is difficult
to introduce any new industry. The Orient does not take readily to ner
things, and the Government does very little to help them forward, but, o
the contrary, secks help from them for the treasury.

3. The hope of a reformation in the Gregorian Church resirains many
from joining the Protestant movement. The Bible has been widely circy-
lated and read. Its truths are becoming well known, and while the rites
of the Church are maintained, the errors and superstitions of former days
are intellectually renounced. It is, perhaps, safe to say that the majority
of the Armenians are orthodox in belief, and that is their snare. Tl
are contented with a right belief. They say, ‘‘ We no longer trust to
rites and good works for salvation. Christ is the only Saviour. Wele
lieve as you do,”® etc. Many of the Protestants are too much of the same
mind. Too many of them fecl that this confession on the part of their
Armenian neighbors is cnough, therefore they do not labor for {lem.
There is some reason to hope that a genuine reform may take placea
some time in the Gregorian Church so deep and thorough that the Prot
estants may return to it, especially if the truth which is known and con
fessed shall be vivified by the Holy Spirit ; but at present there is a gir
itual dcadness which causes muititudes to be satisfied with a forml
confession of the truth and a partial rectification of conduct.

4. Another scrious obstacle is the attitude of the Government and its
co-religionists.  This is a point upon which, for obvious reasons, it is nt
expedient to speak very frecly. For many years the Government was in-
different, and the Mohammedans generally looked with a degree of faror
upon Protestantism as an improvement upon any other Christian systen
with which they were acquainted. There is no more loyal classinth
country than the Protestants, and governors of the provinces and oths
high officials have frequently acknowledged it ; and they have said thit
the spread of Protestantism is a public benefit. Of late years, howere,

Protestant growth in intelligence and manhood has become an oceasion for
suspicion. Islam had its birth in the scventh century, and it retains the
character of the country and the time of its birth, and it has come to lok
npon vital Christianity &s a serious menace.

Despite these and many other hindrances such as are found in all mie
sionary ficlds there can be no doubt of the genuineness of the Christiarity
which is now being revived in its ancient home.  The truth has taken dep
root. The leaven is widely spread, and it is silently doing its work. The

Christian Church needs to have a deep sense of its own great privilegesd
opportunity, and to manifest it by more liberal gifts and more fervent prager



