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and it wvas cected on a different site at an additk.rial expense, becauise tho
occupants could look down upon the Chinese courtyards below, and seo
enacted before thecir very eyces sorne of the vilcst crimeQs enuineratcd in the
first chapter of flonians. Dr. S. WTells W'illiains says :" They are vile
and polluted ii ýa shocking degree ; their conversation is full of filthy
expressions, and their lives of impure acta. . . . By pictures, songs,
and aphrodisiacs they excite their sensuality, and, as the apostle says,
receive in themselvcs that recompense of thieir errer Nyhichl is meet.'

* * Female infanticide, in1 soine parts openly confessed, and divcstedl
of ail disgrace and penalties everywhere ; the dreadful prevalence of ai
the vices clîargcd by the Apostie Paul upon the ancient licathien wvorld ;
the alarining extent, of the use of opium . . . ; thie universal pr*actice
of ]ying and disiionest dealings, ; the unblusbing Jewdness of old and
youngç,-; harsh cruelty toward prisoners by oflicers, anal tyranny ovc'r slaves
by mnasters-ail forai a full, unclîccked torrent of humian deprav'ity, and
prove the existence of a kind and dIegree. of moral degradation, of 'vhich
an excessive stateinent eau searcely be muade, or an adequate conceptiien
bardly be foriîned."

And yet there are people %vhio say the Chinese do not need Christianitv
2. WhIat have exiStin.9 reliqio;zs donc for tltcmt ?-There are in China

tbree îceets or systenis of belief wvhicli have nioulded the religions faith of
the Empire. They -ire Coiiftcin.smi, Btiddhisim, and Taoisin.

(1) CorcÀr~.Cnuinsor the Churcli of the Learned, is
the Stftte, religion of Chinîa. Tt takes its naine froni the great s.aye, but it
dates away back to the carly dawn of Chinese history. Confacins wass
lie hiniseif says, inerely a reviver of the us-ages of thie ancient king.;, a
transinitter of the doctrines of the ancient sae. Ue was a reviver and
transmaitter-an) editor ratiier thaïî ani author. Coiifucianiisi cannot prop-
erly be terzned a religion (indeed, there is no irenerie word for religion in
the Chinese language), but it is rather a systeni of ethies, and political
econornw. An cîninent authoritv savs: The State religion eau no more
be called thie religilon of the Chinese thiau the teachings of Socrates could
be tcrincd the faith of the Greeka-." It is silent on the great, questions of
humi-an origin and hunian de-stiny, and it tenches, iothing of the relition of
inan to a highpr «Powver. 4' 1 knowv not lîfe, how ean 1 know deatir ! " -%as
the iiisatisýfactcry answer thie qagre gave to the disciple whio ventured to k
about deatlî ; and wvlien, easked in his Jast ilîncas to whom lie would sacrifice,
lie said hie Lad alrcady i-rorshipped.

Ancestral worship is t.he keystone of the Confixcian arch. This is a
niost ancient, cuit, dating bark at least to thie tine of Shun (n.c. 2250),
and the sages are responsiblo for perpettuating it, One writer says, they

have bounid uipn tlic ilions of Chinla ai iot degradingr Slavery-thec
slavery of the living to thc e~î The worshiip of ancestors is the

sto~odof Confitcianiismi. Thîis is tlhe real religion of the Chinese ; and
the hardeet thing for a coîîvert to Cliristianity to, give up is his ancestral
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