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fire. It would be thoughtless superatition to
eay the beasts wero cruel.  They were simply
keen with huoger, and alive with the eager
passiou of the chase. They were not ferocious
with any anticipation of battle, for they know
tho voice was the voico of a child, and some-
thing in the voice told them the chill was soli-
tary. There was no hideous or unuvatural rage
ag it ia the custom to deseribeit.  They wero
but secking with the strength, the cunning, the
deadly swiftness given thowm to that eund, the
food convenient for them. Oa their success in
accomplithing that for which pature had go ex-
quisitely designed them, depended not only
their own, but the lives of their blind aand help-
Jess young, now whimpering in the cave on tho
slop2 of the mooulit ravioe. They crept through
a wet alder thicket, bounded lightly over the
ragged brush fence, and paused to reconnoitre
on tha edge of the clearing, in the full glare of
the moon. At the same moment the settler
emerged from the darkoess of the wood road
on the opposite side of the clearing. Hoesaw
the two great Leasts, heads down and suouts
thrust forward, glidivg toward the open cabia
door.

For a few moments the child had been silent.
Now his voice rose again in pitiful app al, a
very ecstasy of loneliness and terror. There
was a note in the cry that shook the settler’s
soul. o bad a vision of his own boy at home
with his mother, safe guarded froin even the
tbought of peril. And here was this little one
left to the wild beasts! “Thank Gad! Thauk
God I camo!” murmured the settler, as he
dropped on onc kuceto takea sureraim. There
was a loud report {vot like the sharp crack of
a rifle), and the female panther, shot threugh
the loins, full in & heap, snarling furioasly, und
striking with her fore.paws.

The malo walked rousd her ia fierce and
anxious umazement. Presently, a8 the emok.y
lifted, he discerded the settler knceling for
a second shot. \With a bigh screech of fury,
the lithe Lrate eprang upon his enemy, taking
a bullet full in the chest without aceming to
koow he wae hit. Ere the man could slip in
another cartridge the beatt was vpen him,
bearing him to the ground, aud fizing keen
fangs in hia shoulder, Without a word, the
man sct his strong firgers juto the binte’s
throat, wrenchzd himself paily iree, and was
stroggling to r.se, when the p aather’s body col-
lapzed upon him all at once, a dead weight,
which he casily fuug aside. Tho bullet had
done its work just in time,

Quivering from the awift auvd dreadful con-
test, bleeding profuscly from his mangled shoal-
der, the sct ler stepped cp to the cabin door
and peered in. e heard sobs in the darkacss.

¢ Don't be scared, sonny.” he said, in a re.
assuring voice. ““I'm goingto take you homo

along with me.  Poor little lad, I'll look after
you if iolks that ought to don’t.”

Ouat of the dark corner camo a ehuut of de-
light, in a veice that made the settler’s heart
stand still. ¢ Daddy, daddy,” it said, «I
Inew you’d come. 1 was sc {rightened when it
gnt dak 1”7 And a littlo fgare Jauuched itsclf
into tho acttler’'s arms aud clang ¢o him
trembling. The man sat down on the threshold
and strained the child to his brezst. He re-
membered how near he had been to disregard-

iog tho far-off cries, and great beads of sweat
broko out upop his forchead as he thonght.

Not many weeks alterwards the settler was
following the fresh trail of a bear which had
killed his sheep, The trail led him at last
along the slope of a deep ravine, from whose
bottom came tho brawl of & swollen and ob-
structed stream. In tho ravine he found a
shallow cave bchind a great white rock.
The cave was plainly a wild beast's lair, aud he
cotered circumpectly. There wero bones seat-
tered abont, aud on some dry herbage i tho
deepest coroer of tho den he found the dead
bodies, now rapidly decaying, of two small
paather cubs. — Charles G. D. Roberts in
Harper's.

General Notes,

—

Halifax, N. S, had 2 §25,000 firc last mnonth.

Over 260,000 Russians died of cholera during
the past year.

The Sun Life Assuranze Compavy lias issued
a neat calmder for 1593,

The announcement of the death of James G,
Blaine was made of January 27th.

Mre. Williawm Ewart Gladstone, wife of tha
British Primo Minister, owns three acres of
land overloskiog Niagara Falls.

The ceasus of the population of Japon has
been published in tho Oficicl Gazette.  Tho
total population is $1,000,000.

J. B Ashby, an ¢l 1 resident of the Noith-
west, has been appointad an imemigration ageut
t> work in the faterests of Bastleford district.

Lord Elphiustone who has been for somo
year's closely connected with the development
of Weatern Canada, died in Musselburgh, Scot.
land on January 1Sth.

The C. P. R. bas let a costract for the can-
struction of an clevator with a capacity of
250,000 bushels on the Lonise embankinent,
Montreal.  The work wiil be commenced im-
mediatels.

A dispatch from London, dutzd Junuary
26:h says: “Tue IHudsen's Bay Cowmpauy’s
fur sale this year realized £91,700. The prices
were higher than last year. Had list year's
ruled, the furs just so’d would only have realiz.
cd £54,700.

A census of carrier pig ons will shortly be
taken in France, underthe military law of 1837,
Colombophile tocivlies and pigeon owners are
given notice todechire at their respective may-
oralitics their pames, professions, the number
of their pigeons cotes, the number of birds in
thuin, aad their partistlar biceds and pecular-
ities. Severe pepalties will be iacurred by thoso
failing to conform to the notice.

A prominent cattlemaa from Norithwestern
Now Mexico giveaan interesting and ereditable
tale of the auffering among the cattlc of the
drouth stricken district. Ho says that for more
than two ycars the heavens have refused to
yicld raio and a3 a resalt the water courses are
dricd up and tho irrigating ditches are useless,
At a low cstimate,” said he, 75,000 to 100,-
000 head of cattla have dicd from starvation
and lack of water.”

The first iron casting made in Americs, a
kottle cast at tho Saugus Ironworks in 1633,
was formally presented to the city of Lyon, on
November- 21, by John H. Hudson, of Boston,
a lineal deecendant of Thomas Hudson, the

origival owner of the casting, who owned 60
acres of land on tae westerly bank of the Saugus
river and sold it to the ironworks company.
Ho claiined in considoration the first article
made at the works, and received this kettlo,
which has been preservad through two and a
half centuries in ptriect cond.tion.

Tho total vavenuo of the Domigion for Da-
cember was 32,895,233, The revenuo for six
mouths, to Nov. 39, was §13,662,771. The ex-
penditure for December was §2,031,703. The
exporditure, for six months, to No.. 39, was
$14,757,794. Surplus 84,716,527, The ravesuo
of the corresponding six months of 1891 was
817,752,479 : exdenditars §14,619,39) ; surplus
$3.112,089.

Tue C. P. R. is making good progress with
the work of replacing the wooden bridgoes and
trestles on ite lines with parinanent steel asd
masoary gtractures. Duriog the year 1892, ny
less than 523 timber bridges of various kinds
were replaced in this way. It is expected
that by the eud of this year no timber structures
will remain in the company’s principal lies.

Followicg the enormous scav¢h light oo
Mount Washington, comes the announcement
of suother gigautic lizht projecting tamp. This
has been plazed oo the high towerof the Tracs.
portation Building, at the Chicago Exhibition.
The rays cau be seen sixty miles away, and
locate a man twenty miles di-tant. The light
is the largest an1 strangest one i the world. It
was made by Schuckert und Co., of Nurembery,
Germany. The light is what is knowa asa 4 it.
reflector—that is, tie great magoifying plass
through which the rays are thrown to such a
distauce is 4 ft. in diameter. The direct power
of the light is 150,000 candles, without any
glass whatever; with the big glass, however,
the power is magnified to 169,000,000 candle-
power. The carbons uscd in th: radiator are
12 in. lang, and 1% i, in diametrr.  They are
fastened inside the lamp merely with two up-
tight picces of steel.  The lamp itself is op -r-
ated on a sort of carriage, something after the
maun T of 2 Maxim guo. It can be turned in
any dircction, and can be tilted so thut the
rays will ascend straight up.—JInceution.
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