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had its distinctive feature and its representative man.
Leaving Charlemagne out of the reckoning, Amulf
is the man, and the final severance of the Frank and
Teuton powers, the characteristic. Of the Saxon
Emperors Otto I11. whose fanaticism led him to
seek a foothold in Italy, is the foremost figure.
Under the Franconians, the deadly struggle with the
Popes for supremacy, the war concerning the episco-
pal investitures with the names of Henry and Gregory
-VIL., and then with the HHohenstaufen house, we
encounter the crusades, the rise of the Guelfs
and Ghibellines, and the gradual breaking up of
German unity. These were the days of Frederic
Barbarossa, Richard Ceeur de Lion, $aladin, Inno-
cent IIL., and Arnold of Brescia. Following the old
dynaslies we arrive at the purely feudal period, the
independence of the barons, their private wars and
their oppressions ; the rise of the cities ; the emanci-
pation of Switzerland and its struggles for liberty.
These were the days when there were at one time
three rival emperors, and two and sometimes three
rival popes. The House of Hapsburg had risen in
the person of Rudolph. Sigismund and the Council
of Constance, the violated safe-conduct and the
burning of Huss, pass before us as precursors of the
dawn. Everywhere there was disintegration. The
Empire was powerless, the nobles uncontrolled, the
Judicial circles and the Imperial Court of Justice
impotent, the Diet an additional cause of confusion.
Then follow in grand succession the Reformation,
the Peasants” Wars, the Thirty Years’ War, the rise
of Prussia, with the great Elector and the greater
Frederic, the Seven Years’ War, the Partition of
Poland, the wars of the French Revolution and Napo-
leon 1., the humiliation of Germany at Austerlitz,
Jena and Wagram, the war of Liberation in 1813and
Waterloo. Finally the grand epoch which culmi-
nated in the establishment of a new German Empire
and consolidated German unity upon the ashes of
France. Varied, however, and interesting as the
incidents of this history are, they only forma portion
of its value.  The social life of a people where serf-
dom continued to exist till Stein put an end to it at
the beginning of this century, the religious struggles
and controversies, orthodox and rationalistic, the
Pphilosophy and science, the poetry and romance of
this deep-thinking and hard-reading prople—all form
in combination a subject unequalled perhaps as a
study of individual, social and national life..

Mr. Lewis’s book, in addition to being a hand-
some volume, is 2 most praiseworthy effort to supply
a want fong felt by English readers.  Perhaps with
the exception of Kohlrausch, which wasaccepted faus

de mienx, we had no fairly readable and fairly accu-

rate elementary manua) of German history. Mr.
Lewis has produced a most interesting and valuable

compendium of that history. It is not too much
encumbered with detail ; it is clear and lucid in style,
orderly in arrangement, and so far as we have been
able to examine it, accurate in statements of fact,
‘Lhe author did well to take a good German manual;
by doing so he has imparted to the' narrative the
warmth of, colour and the glow of patriotism which
give life to the soulless chronicle of historic deeds.
Mr. Lewis will pardon us if we remark that had his
history been compiled upon the principle he lays
down in his preface it would have fallen far short of
its purpose. That it is so useful and so animated we
owe to the strong national feeling of Dr. Miiller.
No man can write a country's history as a native can
write it.  He may be prejudiced and, consciously or
unconsciously, warp the facts occasionally in the
interests and for the reputation of his nation. These
are blemishes which must be corrected by more ex-
tended study; but, after all, they are cheaply
purchased when they are attended with the warmth
and vitality of a deep, an almost religious love of
country. When we read the story of the War of
Liberation in this volume, we know that Dr. Miiller
has left his mark there. In Germany at the present
time the fire of patriotism is at its height, and men
write history with vigour because they have acted it
in carnest, sword in hand. We can read the history
of our great civil war of the Revolution of 1688 and
even the triumph at Waterloo with cold-blooded
equanimity, without a quickening of the pulse. Itis
nu. so in Germany. The struggle of 1813 isnot for-
gotten, and Sadowa, Woerth, Weissembourg, Grave-
lotte, Sedan and Paris represent in- contemporary
events the batile for national unity and national in-
dependence and their final triumph. 'We may partly
appreciate if we fail 1o realize the feclings of Germany
when it has at length secured the boon for which
generation upon generation has sighed and prayed
and bled in vain.

Amongst the merits of Mr. Lewis’s history we
must not forget 1o mention the chapters on the state
of society at the close of each period. The sketches
given of the social condition of the people, the pro-
gress of science, art and literature, are models of accu-
racy and conciseness. Every notable name is repre-
sented by a short biography and, in the case of
literary men, a brief account of their chief works.
The volume is illustrated by engravings of the effiyies
of all the Emperors from Charlemange A.D. 800 to
William 1. A.D. 1871. There are also two maps,
representing Germany as it was under the Hohen-
staufen dynasty and asit is under Wilkelm I. A word
or two on the other side. It seems to us that the
space allotted to the Reformation and to the Thirty
Years’ War is inadequate. By retrenching the pre-
liminary book, which attempts to cover a vast subject




