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like his mother Semiramis.  1le shut himself’ up
in his palace at Nineveh, and scldom shewed
himself to his people. IHaving little influence
over them, he kept them in subjection by troups
drawn from the several provinces of his empire ;
when one levy had served fur the period of one
year, they were succeeded by another, and his
policy in this short service, was to keep the
oflicers from forming any attachment with their
men, and so conspiring against his govermnent.—
From the time of Ninyas there is w lung blank in
the history of the first Assyrian cmpire, extending
over the period of more than one thousand years.
It would scem the princes during this time, like
Ninyas, were effemina’ ed by luxury, as Sesostris,
king of Bgypt, (B.C. 1191), extended his con-
quests as far as the Ganges without any oppusition
from Assyria.

Passing over this long interval, we come to the
time (B. C. 770) when Pul, one of the kings of
Assyrin, received from Manahen, one of the hings
of the ten tribes, one thousand tulents of silier,
to sccure him on his throne. This Pul is sup-
posed to be the same Fing who repented at the
preaching of Jonah, and the futher of Sardanapalus,
who succeeded him.  This last prince was given
up to luxury and vice ; he spent his tiwe in feast-
ing and guilty pleasures ; and it was the sight of
this effevinate man, in the midst of Lis seraglio,
that filled Arbaces, governor of Media, with such
indignation, that he, alung with the guvernor off
Babylon, entered into a conspiracy against him.—
Sardanapalus having taken the ficld, was over-
come, wlien he shut himself up in Nineivch, in the
hope that there he would be secure; but the city
being taken, he burnt himsclf; his cunuchs, and
women, and an immense amount of trewsurcs, on
one funeral pile.  And with him ended the first
Assyrian empire, after having subsizted one
thousand four hundred and fifty years.

B. C. 747. The sccond Assyrian empire comn-
menced with the reign of Belesis, governor of
Babylon, who, as we have just said, conspired
against Sardanapalus and dethroned him at Nme-
veh. This king called also Baladan in scripture,
was the father of Merodachbaladan, who sent
ambassadors to congratulate ezekiah on his re-
covery from sickness. After the reign of this
latter prince a blank occurs in the history of the
affairs of Babylon.

After the revolution alrcady referred to, the
first of the kings who began to reign at Nincveh,
was Tiglah Pileser. Ahaz, king of Judah, sought
the assistance of this prince against Israel andDa-
mascus, which he granted, ard subdued his enc-
mies, but distressed him afterwards by rendering
him a tributary of Assyria. Salmanezer suc-
ceeded Tiglah Pileser in the empire. In his time

the kingdom of Isracl having rebelled, he subdued
thow with an ary, took their king Hoseu, and
removed the ten tribes from the land of their fu-
thers, thus putting an end to the kingdom as the
prophets had foretold.  Sahmanczer dying Sena-
cherd suceeeded him. It was this prince whose
army, amounting tv cighty-five thousand men,
was destroyed by an angel in one mght.,  After
thi. vverthrow he tled to Nmeveh, where he was
akun by his two suns—these puricides, however,
were obliged to flee mmto Armenia, and left the
hingdow to Esathka. don ther younger brother.,

As the royal faunly m Labylon had become
eatinet, Bsarbaddon anncxed Babylon to his do-
nuiions, wind reigned over the umted empires,—
1T removed such of the trbes as yet remained in
the lanl, and sent colomasts of 1dvlators to Sama-
1ia, who were the fathers of the race of Sumaritans
in after times. e defeated also Manasseh, king
of Judal, and carried him to Bubylon.  After
reigning thirteen years over Nmeveh and Babylon
he left the empire to his sun Nebuchodonozor the
{list.  This prince was attacked by the Medes,
but he defeated them in a pitched battle, and en-
tering thieir country he took thewr caputal, slew
thelr king and 1etusned to Nineveh,

Saracus succeeded Nebuchodonozor the first,
but being weak and elienunate, Nubopolassar, a
Baby lunian, usurped the governuient of that part
of the cugnre, whd niking an allance with Cyux-
wre., Ling of the Medes, who was deswrous to be
revenged Lecuuse of the death of” his father, the
wiited anmies of Bub, lon and Media took Nimne-
velrand wtterly destroyed it as the prophets had
furctold.

It was at this time that Nccho, king of Egypt,
alurnied becausc of tiic puwer of Babylon, in al-
liance with Media, marched an army towards the
Euphrates ; on his way he was attacked by good
Jowiah, king of Judah, whose forces he overthirew
and wounded the king, thut he died at Jerusalem,
Necho continued his wareh, he defeated the Ba-
bylonians, and tuok one of their cities in which he
placed @ gurrison.  Returning to Egypt, he de-
throned Jchoahaz, sun of Josiah, who had been
proclaimed king without his consent. IIe now
wet Jehoiakim his brother on the throne, and
impozed a tribute on the land.

Nazbupolassar, kuyg of Babylon, getting into
years, he took his son Nebuchodonozor the se-
cond as partner in the empite. This prince 1n his
turn defeated Necho, retook Carchemish, and en-
tering Judea took Jerusalem. On s father’s
death, Nebuchodonozor the second succeeded to
the whole cipire, and Danicl and others beng
taken captives to Babylon, he interpreted to this
prince his dream concerning the golden image.~—
Jehoiakim the king of Judah dying, his scn Je~
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