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Ontario wvas the niost populous and
the richest in agricultural wvealthi,
aithougli it lias not as great an arca
as the province of Quebec, where a
more rigorous clirnate and large
mountainous tracts-thie huIs of the
Lauirentides-liavc reli(ered the
country less favoLtrable for exten-
sive anci productive farnîing opera-
tions. A very cons idera,,ble' port ion
of Ontario, even iii those days, wvas
a wilderness, and thue principal cul-
tivated tracts extended for a few

Firnest efforts w'ere miade to
briiig iii Newfounidla-ind, but purely
selfish local considerations pre-
vailed in that island over the
national sentiment ;thoughi the
unwvisdomi of the course pur-
sued by the island politicians lias
b)econie evident according as the
fishiery question wvith the United
States cornes up froni tirne to tirne,
and it is nowv quite clear tliat this
large colony, wvhich lias been placed
as a sentinel zat the liortals of Can-
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miles froni the St. Lawrence, axid
the mosi populous settlenients lavy
between Lakces Ontario, Erie and
Huron. The confederation of 1867
broughit four provinces into one ter-
ritorial orgranization for general or
D)ominion purposcs: Ontario. Que-
b ec, Nova Scotia, and New Bruns-
'wicl-and it w~as mot until 187.3
tlhat littie Prince E dward Island,
thie garden of the Gulf of the St.
Lawrence, unite(l its political for-
tunes with those of the voung Con-
federation.

ada, must, cre long, faîl into liue
with its sister colonies iii North
*America.

Onie of the niost important re-
suits of Confederation in its early
da'çs wvas the annexation by the Do-
nîinion of tluat x'ast tract of counitrv
whichi, up to tliat tirne, had beeil
almost exclusively in the possession
of thue Indians and the traders of flic
Hudson Pi3iiv Company-thiat region
well described by General Butter as
'the lone lanL'l over whiose track-

less ivastes French adventurers liad
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