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on higli. But that doca net suporsedo
the ncesity, or oxoncrato us from the
obligation, We oultivato ns far as passible
thoso natural gift whicls arc availablo
for the service of God in the minietry of
the Word.

Morcover, wo muet not undervalue the
work of tho homoe miasionary, evngelitit,
or lay prencher, who has sometimes been
rcgarcled with jealousy, and dietrueted as
irregular and biablo te much abuse. WVe
bavé Buroly lcnrncd -by tbiý time that encli
agencies muet ia%,o a rccognizcd pince in
evcry wcoll-organizcd Churcli. Iti blcssed
fruits are e ianifest that, whlenoer it
je ocecaionally uscd, it jaecearly in tho
band of God, and therefore to, be permit-
ted and -wiecly directcd by theGIihrcI~.

I spokce of the wvork of the mlniRtry as
seinething more, Hie continues for xnany
years-pcrhaps for a -wholo litcLme-
precing.tone cengre&gation-exlhertiug,
udmnis ing, instructing, er coxuforting,
amcrdiiigt the eve.arig experiences

fitiniiulmem rs This neede
large resources and epecial training to
give in that widor klcovedge and more
exact acquaintauce %vith thuie different
particuLirs and relations, nd tbis is the
objeet iîumediatoly contemplatcd in aur
colleges or divinity halls.

THE IMPORTANCE OF STUDYING BELIGIOUS
TRUTir AS A 5TSTESX.

Micro is another brandi of theological
study wvhicb, I bolieve, there isa teudency
at present te undervalue and ta depreciate
-I men systematio theo1ogyin Nwhich
the definite etatement o0 the several
truths of revelation le nimed at with as
uxucli exactness as possible and their ar-
rangement in systematic order. This, as
a etuady, la net only undervalued *but de-
cried. We might almost say there le ne
tapie rclating Wo religion on which we
hear nnd rcad more nonsense. If the
truthe of revelation are not Wo bc put iii a
definite formn, or etnted with any precisien,
t'ien we eheil sean bo adrift an a se& of
xinzettled opinion, of vapue eentiment, or
presvouptuona speculation. A sermon
certainly eboula net bie n theological
treatise a preacher ia sometbing else than.
a theolnglan, but ne preacher and ne in-
terpreter of Scri ture le Wo be relicd on
whe is net faxeiar with the forma and
inutual relations of Christian doctrine as
w-cil as the histery of thelr dlcvelopment
or definîtion; in short net xvell acquaint-
cd wlth the great landrnarks of systemnatie
theology. A field of thonght which bas
occnpied the vast intellect; and compre-
hensive niind ef a Calvin, wbich le gone
Gver in varjous directions by fhe Amiies,

nud Turretincaz, and De Wittea of a latex
celntury, andi is travcj-ed nnew in ur own
dna'bynaChahinpre nnd a IIocige, that i8
afieldeof etudy w-e ehlould be slow te
abandon, and iii whicb wvo trust our etu-
dena tvill continue as of old te bc con-
stnhtly trnincd and exerciscd.

RELIOXOU8 TIQIT1 AS CONTAI' RD IN. THE
SoRIrTUPLS

There ie, ho-,vovor, anether branch of
study wbich engages more attention now
thani at any fariner poriod, and dcsorved-
ly tee-I iucan oxegeticai tlieology, cm-
bracing ov-erytlîing that beara upon the
the riglit inteipretation of Seripture, or
the explanation or illustration ef its mean-
ing-a field of etudy as extensive as it is
important af vital cônse nonce ta those

hoe biisiness for life ilbetaitr
p rot, expound, nnd aVsply tie Word of
God for tho instruction of a Christian

=epo I there is any brandi, o! eacred
ie n which our atudents should hoe

more carefully groundcd than notîxer it
la this. It ia in this departmcent, tea, of
theolagical science that the greatest pro.
eress lias licou made in recent tuueB. The
inmmense accumulation o! materials during
the last balf century available for the
furtier illustration of Scripture, the pro-
grcsmade ln the mare exact knQwledge
of tic original languages of Seripture,
capecially the Hebrcwv, the discovery and
decipheruxg of se nîany monuments of
autiquity, Jewish. Assyrien, anxd Baby.
Ionien-all tus lias given a renewed un-
puie te hililical Btudies. To introduce
aur ctudents into tins wvide field, tW
nwaken their interest, tW direct their
atudies, t gpard tiemn agaînst uxistakes
and miseing nfluences, to tcnch them
the pnci.les of Sound interpretation,
tW imbue téenx wlth a devant and rover-
ente spirit in the haýndlîng of the Divine
Word, there is ne work te ho doue in aur
calleges n important tW the Churcli
thau tis, &%one requiring higher gâte,
more varied and special qualifications on
the part of those engagea in it.

TUE WORK OF TEE MINISTRY.

But w-bat, aftcr ail, is thc end ana
purpose for which we subjeet our students
to, aucli lengthcned and laborlous prepar-
&tien ? Net te maie tbem. mercly learu-
cd divines,. aile controversialistt, or aven
professera; but mainly, sud befare cvery-
thing cIsc, tint they sbould lie preaciera
of the Word-able ministers of the New
Cavenaut, rightly dlividing the.Word of
Tmuti se as te, giva te everyane is due
portion, tint wich les suited te bis cir-
cumstances and tscperience, thus "feed-


