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THE MARITI!ME PRESBYTERIAN.

““WHAT 1s PRESBYTERIAN LAW As
defined by church courts"—is the title.of a.
goodly seized volume by Rev. J. A, Hodge
of Princeton, published by the Presbyterian
Board of Publication.

1t is in the form of question and answer.
Questions are asked on every conceivable
subject, in connection with the work of the
church in every depaitment. It-woilld be.
o -difficult matter to inwvent a question’
o any subject concerning any part” of the
duty of a minister, elder, or church mem-
ber so far as christian duty and church
Yife are concerned, whether jn the Family,
Congregation, Session, Presbytery, Syppd
or Assembly thatis not here asked and
answeréd, not by Dr. Hodge, tut’'by gqio-

tations from the decisions of Assemblies, |

Books oflaw and order, writings of ‘emit-
entmen, &c. It is nota statute book such
as our bobk of “‘Rules and Forms,” ‘It is:

acollection of “‘precedents” from a long |

list’of authorities on all possible subjects
that come within thé range of Presbyterian
Law, and must be of great value to ministers -
and eldérs and church members, who wish
to: get, in convenient and simple form, a
complete survey and statement of Presby-
teriay Polity.

The Book may be had from Duncan Mc-

Gregor, Maritime Bpok and Statienery .

store, Halifax, Price $1.75.

LiFE oF DR. GeppIE, By DRr. PaT-.
reRsON.—Of which we  gave prospectus,
and nolice, with extracts in a former nums
ber:is now out. Even to these who tdké no
sperial interest in missions it will'be a-mbst
intefesting narative ; it is true yet stranger
than much of the fiction afloat, To those

intergsted in missions there will be the add- |

ed:nterest of the special subject, “while té
iy of our readers who are alréady somie-
what familiar with the life and work of Dr.
Geddie, and some . o .them -personally acs
waiiited; it will be 'a" glad “meeting' with
gl(t‘(:iends, a stirring of pleasant memaories
of byfone days. It may be had from Dun-’
can” Macgregor, Halifax, -or James - Me-
Lean, Pictow, Price $1 50 ¢.oi -

ATREPLY T0 PROFES$OR ROBERTSON
SumrTy, BY REV. PETER MELYILLE, M. A,
BoD.—It'has already appeared in the coi-
umns of the I’rexlgria-x‘an Witreess ina series
of Jetters and is therefore known :to, many
ofowifrenders.  For greater ease «of, -reler-
enceand- for more permanent preservatidn,
it bas-been piiblished in phlet form
and:is for sale by A. & W. Mackinlay,

ax, Price 10cts, PO

,cegded: the . amount .raised, insi;the

FREE WILL OFFERING.

River John, April 29, 1882..
Rev. E..A. McCurpy: .

Dear- Siri—Among those who have n-
dopted the voluntary systemof raising the
stipends is the Salem Church Congrega-
tion of RiverJohn, -

Our mode ha been the weekly offering
and in the following manher, A box
stand at the entrance to redeive contribu-
tione, envelopes .are kept on hand for the

Eurpose, each person contributing writes

i or her name on the envelope with a-
mount enclosed. A committee of three
count the money at stated times, and

lace to the credit of patrties the amount

eposited. At the end of financial year
18t June the books are made up, and a
printed statement placed in the hands of
each pontributor. . . ’

It is now about eight years since wé a-
doptéd this system and have met with.
fair succéss. In contrast to the ,old
subscription lists we have found:it smuch
‘better for various-repsons:—It-ig.not half-
the trouble, itgives people a chanae to.do*
their duty unasked, and persons can con- -

tribute small sums which are not felt, by . .

the giyer. Like the offering of the an-..
cient Israclite, = ram or & turtle dove:

Eabar Sl + 4 3

as the case may be, is accepted. N

But as in other matters perfection can-

not be obtained until the ‘pebgle beceme':

perfect. The principal defect With us is.-

a delay in payingup, lepving, too much

to be paid 11:1 the last quarter of the year. I
beliéve is occasioned: to a largeex- .
tent by ncglectip% the: weekly offering. -

This

Ag{zin there may be a few, who left tothe -
fre¢édom of their wills shirk the duty al-

together. Happily:this numbéris small.

notice thatsomé congregations have -
adopted a common fund and no.published
reports. Where this mode is successtul
it certainly works a higher standard. .

- We Liayp.chogon ;the “publishirg” system - .

to stimulate ambition where it 1s needed,

- where-it.is not :needed, no harmeis done.

Cur mission schemes were. formerly.b:
colleetion in a;fufch. §I ;ﬁ‘hq%’xi;imig‘eﬁ
by the Ladies- of ‘the ‘congrégation who
mglie'a-pérsonali canvas, and bave:far ox-
old
way. ’

- Youratruly, . ..
A. McKexzig,

-As.was méntioned Tn last number thig. .. *
issue has been kept back a few days-in-orz

At e

der to give the Statistical tables Mnd Res;

ports of.the Boards having chirge of the’:
| yarious-sgheges of-the Ghut¢ ’

ufch.



