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fancy, and wvas brougbit up as God's cbil(l
aleng bis early ye:îrs. Who will tay 1-hlat
lie niay net yet bo loti lack to God ? The
daily burden i uay thon dai'y bo laid in the
Divine bands. The lîeart's aîîguibli niay ex-
preQ itself net in dospairing cries, but in
bohieving piayers, iuîspired by the promises,
and. kiudled it -fervoucy by blessed hiope.
'£hie peace wvill cerne, iiot painless pence,
buit peace wvhichlibes viu Chriist's bosoîni in
the d arkîîess, and loves anti trusts, and asks
no questions, but %vaits witli hupe s expec-
tancy.

Thore is no doubt that %vo miss coînfu'rt
oit-times iuse.rrewv bymisuitlorst:înding wvhat
conifort is. It cornes tti us inded, and ve
(Ie net recognize it, because it is Bot wbat
we have becu Iooking for ; nud s0 we go un-
couîfortcd, wvith the blessed augel hovoriîîg
ovortis ail the tirne. God's coînfort is not
relief froui paini, but strength te enduitc. it
is quit-tnes3 and confidence uîuîd stîiiî- and
storin. IL is peace in the lîeart of trial.

The other letter referrtd to is frorn auoth-
er father over ivhorn wave a(ter ivave of sor-
row lias p.,scseti. Within a brief space of
time twve childien were taken away. The
one ivas a son, w~ho bad eutored bis profes.
sionul carter aud had large bopo and prom-
ise for the future-a young mnan ci rare-
abilities and inany noble qualties. The otb-
or was a daughiter, wvbo biad reacbied wornan-
haod, and was a happy and beloved wife,
suri ounded by friends aud refinements, aud
aIl that niakes life desirublo. Both of these
God toek. The father, a muan of muost ten-
der affections -anti yet of iniplicit faith iu
God, utterod no murmur when called to
stand at the grves of bis beloved eues ;#and
yet bis beart cries ont for interpretation.

He writes : "In your volume, 'Practical
Religion,' I fiud these words : 'Sometimes
our best beloved are taken away froni us,
anti our bearts are left bloeding as a v'ine
bleeds, wben a grecs bran-cb is eut from, it.

. Bo.Hre it 18 that Clîristiau faitb
cornes in, putting sucb interprotation and
explaustion upou the painful things -that wvc
rnay ho rcady te aceept thin with confid-
ence, aveu wvitl rejeicing. A strong abid-

ngcoûfidience that ail tho trials, serrows
and losses of' purlives are parts of our Fý.th-
or's bu.sbaudry, ouglit te silence every ques-
tion, quiet overy fear, and iv dv peave anti
rcstful assurance, te our benrts iu ail their
pain. WC cannoe know the reasen for the
prtinful strokes, but %ve know that Ho whlo
belds the pruuiug-kiiife is ur Father. That
oughit always te bo ouough te know.'»

Hsaviug quoted these o rds, hoe continues:
-No'v I (Io net question the Father's bus.
baiitry. .1 wvould niso 'silence every ques-
tien' concerning Bis wisdom and Bis love :

I wovulti not deitbt theni for a momeont.
Whiou I found that iy only Éon, niy pritie
andi staff, must clie, I prayod 'ivitli sncb
strong crying endi tours a8w îily they can
know %% liec aure iu l1o circu us tances, yet
feeling that I could givo back te Goti whiat
Ho liat lent nit, without a, uiuîriur. By
His lîelp, I believo aven the slughtest mur.
mur- lias been rej>retsed ceuacerning the pain.
fui tiîngi, anti that ii soaine mnenisure I have
licou àuoady tm otecept thmern with *confidence,
aven wiitlî rejoicumig. But îîîy faitli lias nret
coin(- i, as yen suggest, te put 'such inter-
pretatien au'1l explaxiation' tîpeut tborn aca
perhmîps 1 onglit. Why bias Gid thîns deait
wvith tute? Vhîy wias- a doubîle stroke noces.
sary ? Is His deshing %vtith lue pui-ely dis-
ciplinar iy ? Whiat are the lessons Ho * would
te.tcli nie ? I-ow aili 1 te test inysoîf as te
whether f-is puirpese ins aficitiîig iue bias
beeP accomplislied ? Or arn I nt anxiously
te inquire cencerîig time specific lessons, but
lotUim zl'iowi in lue tiîue 'ivlat Hre design-
eti? .Sucli questions înultip'y wiithout ans-
wer."

B las net tbis wiriter in bis ewîî last sug-
gestion eatated whvbt shouli bo clone by those
wbe arrý perplexed witb questions as te the
intetpretatien cf serron,? Tliey sbeuld inet
anxieusly inquire cenuerîîiug the anecifie
lessens. but lot God sbow in tueo time- wihat
Ho designed. Ne doubt every sorrow has a
mission. It cemues te us as God's messenger
witb a message. If wie will welcome it re-
verently and ho stili, wile it gives its mes-
sage, no dtîubt wo shall aI.ways receive sorue
beniediction.

Yet ie must look at tbis wbole uiatter
-wisely. XVe rnust net suppoîse tbat the
pritnary reasoii for tho takiug away of our
leved eues is te teach us saine b'sn. Tbey
are calleti away because tbeir uvoik on earth
is d-ne, and hip-ber service in other spheres
awnits tbem. To thmoîn uleath is gain, pro-
motion, tr-auslation. Tmt evejît itse'f, la its
prima-y siguific.ince, is a jeyeus and blessod
eue. Only incîlontally is it sorroiful. We
neoti tu koep tbis fact in mnd, lu omir ques-
tioning. \ve exag.gerate our ewn importance
anti L. soinetimos as if Got] took awvay our
frieutis just te chiasten us, forgottiug that
.Ho did it foir their salie. No doubt ir is tIse
wiilI of Goti thmat we shoulci prorit by the
pain aud loss wre experieuco iu the remeval
of our frientis from us ;but this is only sec-
oudary anti iucidontal iu I-lis desigu.

0i lessons te bo loarmoi lu Set-rowi tho first
is always subusission. Wo are tc"Il aven ef
ou r Lord, that le a learniet obedlienco lu the
tliags that He sufferod." Thuis la lifo's
great, all-inclusiv-e lossen. WVhmn we have
learued this fully, perfectly, the work of
sanctification ;q complote lu us. Thon anoth-
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