. eigh!
nine minutes. The average tonnage

THE COMMEROCIAL

The Suex Cavnl,

New York Commerclal Advertiser:
The use of the Bues Canml by many
United States transports and the ex-
pected construction of the Niceraguas
Canal have aroused derable in-|!
terest In the Operutfons of the firwt]!
named waterways. Nothwithstanding
its birth and growth in political and
financial corruption, the idea of such a
construction was legitimate and fts
:ue by the shipping of the world has
ncrea

made,
even though It was considerably great-
er than the actusl cost of the water-
WY,
seper phonosed 10 Eaypt. th tine Sues
o Egypt that the Suex
Canal should be coastructed free of
expense to that country in return for
concessiony, and also that the Pasha
was to receive a liberal toll from the)
canal receipts, this glittering bait:
proved the ‘downfall of  the oountry
which had held out against the scheme
for many thousands of years.
meses the Great' was the fiest to cut
a waterway from the Nile to the Red
Sea, this belng swallowed up by the
desert in later years. Seven centuriex
later Necho 11 propowed to join the two,
oceans, hut his otwcle persuaded him.
that it would give the land to the’
barbarians, or in other words, o en-
tangde Egyvpt with foreign interests as
to imperil its safety. This oracle of
G B. C. was indeed a wise man,
the final construction of the Suex
Canal resulted in the bankruptey and
fosir of political power for the viceroy
who relgned in that part of Egypt, and
& loss of commercial prestige for
Egyptian clties.

The early history of the Sues enter-
prise is one of great scandal and in-
trigue, but as the desired end was ac-
ocompiished, those who travelled this
great short cut can aftord to
these matters by,
Suex Canal was opened, which wan
1870.480 vessels passed through it, The
subsequent increase in canal traffic|

is most strikingly shown In the fol-
lowing short table:

No. vessels. ‘Ton,
430,000

It is mteresumr to note not only the ’

rapld increase In the number of ves-
sels which ‘have used the canal, but
the great increase in the size of the
vessels. ‘This is more clearly shown
in the figures of 1886 than 1890,
1890 there were 231 less vesseks

through the canal than in 1885, and{ 2a

yet 1890 shows an increase over 18856
of 5&341 tons.
Suex Canal cost something over
uooooooo of which it is said only 58
per cent was actually spent in con-
struction,  Its building involved the
removal of 1

which was mostly dug by Amb Derhy
eir hands and carried

sand,

slaves with their

baskets to the dumping ground. 'l‘he
work was commenced in 159 and the
canal was opened to commerce
vember 17, 1800, or ten and a halt
years later. ‘me company to buftd it
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5 per cent interest, wh
paid during construction. France was
the motive power in the construction

of the canal, but England, by the aub-
76,000 Do

1

ﬁguent purchase of 17 shares a
French control,

hwe received as high as % per cmt m

annual dividends, The trafic on the

b
now quoted at 550, wcceeded to F”’

bbls...., 12
half-bbls 123
caned,,, 12
hlf.

4!& 5
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canal has exceeded e

tions of its bulldens. ln recent

the receipts from tolls have reaohu!

14,000,000 annually. In 1880

canad was it by electric 1ight, thus al-

most doubling its capecity, and the

time of transit has mow been reduced

from thirty-three hours and fifty-
t minutes to twenty-two houns and

ot veasels using the canal in 1800 was
3,389, and the average charge fvr the
passage of such a veasel wan $8.4:0
When the canal was first opened the
tolls were $2 per ton capacity for each
ship and §2 for each passenger. In 1885
these rates were reduced to $1.85 per
ton capacity. Such tolls are prohibi-
tory for low-grede freights, and theme
still go around the Capes.
The Suex Canal is 99.9 miles long,
averages T2 feet wide on the bottom
and ebout 106 feet on t D. The water
in the canal will aversje a depth of
261§ feet the entire The en-

a profitable undertudnc, and it will
not be long hefore it is done, for the

makes i ne demh for
any waterway which proposes to be
available for any vessel which may

come along.

‘The Suex canal as an accomplished
fact has faded more or lems from the
minds of the people of the world as
one of the marvels of the century, but
it stands even to-day as an achieve-
went with few paralleis. Its building
coat the lives of thousands of men. Its
current changed the channels ot trade
throughout the world, made un-
made ports, built and unbullt cmec It
has been a feature of stat
craft for centuries as & propos
a threat, and, nwly. as a completed
t. 'me criminali ym ‘gusea in |

ment of great intri,

and
dous crimes. The F

o capital ot‘i $10,000,000. Nearly

born and oarried to disaster in the
momentum of the Siuex accomplish-
ment, was a marvel of oetty iucenia.
t;vo.m widows and orphans, its opera~
tions siet!
lerrser crimee. In the came of Suex it
was 2 great und successtul confldence
game 1n which France was the bunco
steerer and Egypt the victdm, whil:
anlaml. that vigilant guardian of her
own Interests, stood by ready to reap
smnMQ in time of all that might be

Caunadian Fishing Industry.

According to the annual report of the
of ﬂaheﬁes at Ottawa, n

length.
largement of this waterway would be

and splendor. The materialization of
the accomplish-

the Sues canal was

were last year
ing thelr llvlnt hg: ﬁ?muu cu
and otlur ng gedr, repre~

tugs, manned by
sailors, as well as 70,863 other

38000 bonts,

try. The lobsber alone is estl-
mated lt $1,334,1 comprising S
can dispersed ‘on the seaboard of

ih%aﬂume Provinces. No less thnn

lound
this branch of tht fishing industry, us-
ing over 1,360,000 traps. The salmon
preserving Industry in British Colum-
bia, ocomprising sixty-nine cannerics,
and representing a capital of $1,380,-
000, giv:s employment to 18,797 hands.
The asiount of capital invested in the
fisherien last exceeded that of the
43, and 719




