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MAWHT IS THE NATTER 'WITH
H&NNAR?"I

(Continted front Page 894.)
in nct more than 17A con. Sugar shows a
very hagh perceatage, noceuse It la a ehoap and
heavy article. Teaa pay about 2 oent a b te
lsy dgwn at, saiy. Bolossevain. Thia would makre
thé freight an a dollar'a worth cf thé kiad whloh
I found montr used, 6 cents. Canard gouda pay
2j cents a tin te Mo<lrcgcr and points on %he
hrancb linos equally distant, front Winanipeg.

Summiag up my lnvo mtigatlon, I can roach
oaly thé followlng conclusions, namely :that
tc fer as frêclgbt rates from tho test te the
country dieua iota, toavas and chiea outhidé cf
'Vlnnpog are concernod, there la practlcally un
compplarot board f rom thé trading community
theroin. On thé other hand, thé complaint la
quite common, anal ia anme caes loud agaînat
thé local rates hein Winnipeg ta p oints ln tho
province, te that thé cry cf dlscrin.inatlon
agaluat, thé shippérs cf this city in ual a cry cf
thé j,;bhers alone, but findsa edistinct èche f rom
the country.

On cae item, net directly coaneeted with
goneral mérchandisé, 1 made taumérous enqul
ries, namely lumber, end thé f rcight rates
theréon frum thé Laits cf thé Woods milîs.

catho exception thé rates wére condemnéd
as excessive, aud thé exception wss a dealer
wbo waû selliog out bis busrness sud did net,
1 tuppe, want bis purebeser and suecessor te
ehtiaeny unfevoreble viow cf the business
situation la wbich hoe would hé plsced.

Comment on thé ahove report ie unnoessary,
c0 fer as thé question cf lnbound freight rates
heiug hurdonsomo te olther rotailer or consumer
in thé country districts la concerned. Only thé
freight rates freim Winnipeg te western points
are cornplained cf, and as compétition will regu-
late thia s0 fan as thé country merehant la cea
cenned, Wilnnipeg wholesalers heving te meet
thé priceo cf euern compétitons, thé retailors
and conbumers are not thé sufforera, but tho
Winnipeg jobbéns, who have te figlit loaed
cvith Ibis discrimination. On thé lumber
question comment ivill hé macle ln a future
issue.

It ja heycad question, theroforé, that this
alment cf '«Hannah's" bas ne trail leadlng te
excessive iabound freight ratés as a causé.
la thé next issue search will be macle for it
elsewhere.____________

COM~MERCIAL CONVENTION.
Thé question cf calliug a convention cf mer.

chaents te meet ia Winnipeg durine thé week of
thé Industriel Exhibition, in ncw audr disons.
aiea. A very low railîway raté bras been an-
nouuced for visitors to the exhibition, and a
large number cf merchants are mure te hé lu
thé city thet weekc. WVe certaluly bolievé il
would bc a grat henefit te thé marchants te
corne togother for an aftennoou and evening la
convention, and thé présence cf se meny la
thé city as are sure to be hère dnning exhibi-
tien week, should bé takea advantagè cf ta ac-
ccmplish Ibis very desirable purposé. Mer
chants from ai parts cf thé country, rnany cf
whom, seldomt havo an oppontunity cf disaaing
questions cf commun inténcat te thé trade,
will hé ia thé cit, Much information can
alwavn; be gaiacd frein e discussion of questions
of Qeneral intereat, leading te an laterchauge
cf ideas. Evea if there wore no spécially im.
portant questions which ceil for discussion,
tbère are topica la connéctica with tradé generel.
ly which could bo talkéd about te thé edvantege

cf aIL. Disoussion Icscde ta thought, and the
advancoment of an idta by co persan. Icads te
the develo pment cf ideas by others. Thun in-
formation lis dlffuaed &ud people have thoir
dosa brightonod op. If a commercial conyen-
tLion of this nature could ho madle an annual

aiflair, we belleve Il, would tellint t:mo te thu
advantsge of trace in thîs country by leading
to the Introduction cf a botter aud more uni-
forni syatem cf doing husiness.

In a now country liko this there arc speclal
rossons why a convention cf this kind should
do good. It le very nocesaary that the busi.
noss systom cf the country ahould bo establiah-
cd ona asoid and businosalike haqîs, and naw
la tho tîme te lay the foundation rlgbt. Recent
dévalcpmenca have sbcwo thaït tome changes
are neaessary in our business fabria. Condi-
tions have changed sorne ln ibis country, and
legal changes have been made whbch requiro
careful consideration, the dliscussion cf whioli
cannot feul ta do gnod. There are questions
auc-h as inauranco. handlag produce, credît
basis cf business, frolghta, etc., ail cf which
arc cf special interest te morchants throughout
the country, and whloh can be tmlked over te
sdvantage. The exact date andplace cf hold
iug the convention will be announcéd latur la
The Commercial, as It la quito probable ar-
rangements will bo macle te this end.

'Winipeg IndintriaI Exhibition.
The prize ls cf the Wilnnipeg Indutrial Ex-

hibition Association in now belng distribut qd.
It &as coataine thre programme cf the Pports,
amusements and attractions wbich will take
place during the exhibition wcek. The exhibi-
tion opens on July 23 and continues ta July 28.'
The large nm cf $15,000 ls offered ia prizes.
Exhibita will ho carried by the railways fuee cf
ail charges, front ail pointa la Manitoba and
the térritorleu. Exhibits fromn the Euat will bo
obargéd ordinary rates ta the exhibition, but
wilI ba retuned free. Very low passenger
rates have also béon anaounced, the réturn
rate being leua thon single feae one way, in
many cases. With thezo very favorable terme,
thé exhibition la certain tc bo a great succeso,
bath in the number cf exhiblis and ia thé at-
tendance cf visitera. Entrica for exhibits
should ho maclé befere July 12 néxt. Prlated
forma for entries will be aupplied on application
ta the seotary. Live stock should hé- in thé
groundas by 10 o'clock on Tueaday, July 24,
aud other articles on Mcndav, and rnay ho re-
movod on ';aturday, thus giving four full daya
for thé exhibition te lest. This la an improe
ment f rom 1lat yeur, as exhibitora [rom a dis.
tance will net ho compelled te reomain sc long
in the city. A splendid lieu cf sports and at-
tractions has been provided, extending over
the four days cf the exhihition propor, front
July 24 te 28 inclusive. A number cf large
apecial prizs are ûffer'd, arnountiug la acmé
eaes to ovér $100. Prize lista can ho liait

fromn thé aecretary.

Auistrafia's Great staple.
'fli Waal clip cf Austa alla for 1893,94 la esti-

mated at 1,860,000 balès, or 52,000 bales la ex
ces cf that cf thé previcua clip, heing thé
Iargest ever recordod. Tbe Londun sefling
value, however. appears te hé amaller than for
samé years peut.

WyOhoap Lumbor ?
Tho Misassippi Valley Lumberman, cf Mlin.

neapolis favors highor price for lumi.'r la tihs
foilowlng article :

'«What soe la thero la tho présent low
price nt whicb white piné lumbor la aolllug
aIl ovor tho country, la a question thet l'a
boing asked on overy aide'9 It i. a question
thne appeale etrongly te the good tenue as
wolI ais the poeket bock cf every manufactur.
or cf lumber, and we aIll kuow chat when thé
pockot bock la touohed kt becomes a matter
cf Importance. It la thé genoral beliéf chat
the bottom, bas beén roaed and that lum-
ber wvill btay at tihe present notch until Ibère
la an advenue, porhaps la the oarly faîl, and
thon il will go up a peg. Yét others argue
that the bottom has not yèt been reaehed
sud that somo soven or eight years agu) ium.
ber was aelling cheaper then It la to*dey, and
that about as many yoaia pr..vioua te that It
waa still down lowcr. Ia faut that low pricés
cf lumber corne in intervals cf sývon or eight
years and thut sovon or elgbc yeara front nowr
lumber caa ha expected te ho chot jor thon
it lasta day.

«I I la contrery te good samuse te bolieve
an argument cf tbis sort. Whou it iii con
,Idr,!d that each yoar secs, more and mcre

cf the wvhite pino timber cf tho northwost
out away, until neai thé beat and ehoiceat
timbor Io fer harder te get ut than it ws
tén years mgo, one can't figuré ouL why lumber
should ho cheapar tin it Ia tu)-day aor why
eny co should oxpet it te bo cheaper ton
yearm banco. It le contrary tu thé netural or-
der cf thinge. Stumpagé la ccsting more eech
yesr, the beat timber as boing rapidly cut
ewey, aud whilo tbe.e fi no immédiate fer cf
the timbér aupply glvlng cut, nt thé same tiium
there are many rouions why lumhrr ahould
have been eheaper la 1886 than iL la la 1894 or
cao possibly éver hé.

1Thé ce esra ta bo a desire throughcut thrs
carntry te disposé of lumber et ligurés eta
which thére la scarcely any profit chia year
Whéa ono -tops and rtflecta, chere really cau
hé found no réeacu for tIi. éxcopt that ench
manufacturer in oader ta compète wlth bis
aeighoor bas got te meâce a low prico, sud
as thé demad in light, thé rzc'aull la ta force
lumber on te thé market iL bas t'n hé secri-
flced. It la true that thé law cf supp4y and
demand governa pricea, and new, wvhen the
domand la ilght and thé aupply edequets,
pricea suifer. T bat la why il la dnc. Yet if
lumber manufacturera werc able sud se dibpo3
éd to hold their lumber unti! a demad wus
created, as there surely will ho la time, thore
la ne doubt but what they could relize muca
more an their outptu. Oae great point in fav
or cf a firmer lumber market la thé fact that
stocks are uaL excessive anyivhére ia tho coun
try la manufacturera or firat banda, aud in
second bande thoy are uausually light. Thora
la nct a rotait luimbor dealer in tho aorthwcnt
whose stock la anywhoro near àu large s it wui
a year a4go thia tîmé and who could fil! a very
large order witbcut firat ordering stock fa-arn
firat bande. Even la thé south reports frein
the yellow pine district are to thé eifect Lhàt
theré la ot a surplus cf stock no baud. Sa th~e
coropetitîca with yeliow pine la' common terri
tory la oct so sharp as te causé pricea te romain
at thé présent figurés.

1'Retailérs do net féar steady prices for luit
ber. In faut It la te théir adventage that pri.Ra3
hé firni. A prraminent retailor writes Thé
Lumbérman Ibis week thet hée vould rether
se pricea stiffer. Thé only thing in which
ho la coucérned la thet bis compêtitor dues n.î
get lumber cheaper thian hé dues. Thé branLer
trace la holding up weli under thé geucral
busineas depreasion. It dees uot seem possible
thet prices could go lower nor jat te manufit.
lureo that they ahiould. An effort te hold them
up aIl around will surcly do ne hurin. Sath
aud door men have realized that demoralization
la pricea does not psy, and have madle Lave ad
vances within the putI tave weeks in Pri ces and
are gèttlng ready te make a third. Lumber
men might profit by their exemple."


