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A LOVER PROM OVER THE SEA.

"Firsi of ail, you hint that %vu may bc sbelucring an cscapcd convict or
a tickel.of.leave mans, i.d then yau turn round and begiu tu tr and find a
victimi for him in tle ia llage. Fur ail we can tell, Mr. Grantley ina>' bo
tinarried alrcady ;" and sîte look iii lier hal, a iiougli îircd cf the discus.
sion, asd saunttred icror-s tue susdlit iwn.

Mliss Vallance reiurned ta the drawiug-room, where she piused by the
open glass doas, vatchiug ier young iuistress, a graceful figurc in bier white
drcss and broad brîmniec liat, one lonng tasn glove draivn ni tise slender
atm, the ollier hand bare, jslucking here a ivithtcrtd Icaf, thî.-re an iwîwvrfecu
blossom f rom aniong the rose bushts

IPresenily a ùill youg taisn ini a ]*glt twred suit, %viuls a tint of [lie sastIe
sitaierial and à ro!I i f liapcis in bis bhsud, cressedl the laiwn an.d joined lier.
IL was itIr. Gra..tley, wiîii 1hie jslas:a for rcbliktiîtz- sume cumîages on1 the
cstate %Yhich hud butit aliowcd ta uIl ahn.>st, nt muati.s uhrough Gregsot's
itegleci.

Miss Vallance cuuid fientr 0t.- gay' swe'eî t',nrs et Lad>' Olivia's vciîce, Ils
she cbaittred ta hi.r csnp us.i sas, i lau l eclir-tollei tclblies, althougb site
could net distingu:sh, iiscir word.

Then ber ladyshilp )cd thi: way tas tse chairs under the ciln*trce and
sçeatcd herîelf on one, Nit. Grantley speadiisg e.ut the plins lie had birouglît
on lthe rusuic table in front of ber.

Wfih nu expression ufsisxiî.uy stildcin srei un bier ustially 1 'lacid face,
àlis Vallasuct waicheci thse two liiads bending cagi:rly over tilt imes

I wish lic ironld mairy Ltoctcr Graiîam's stiece ! Strivards ougbt
alwviys lu bc ssî.uried !" blie rtniarkî*d crcularly ta licrself as slie meved
:iway frum zhe -window.

The long surnuter days anct the odrous starlit nigbts fiîîcd away rapidly.
1Ldy Olivia Desmcsnd liuas beesi ilirc twckm, at Thomnvoed Minar ; lu ivas
tio% nearsng tise end of june. and ail round Cameishain tht hay 'ras ctut and
la' in fragranu beaps and ridgeit, cluver.hcads and great ishitc daisici wvitb
closed eyes among its fiding glorics, wvaitîng ta bc castud away fromi uie
bare fields.

Only the lawn zneadaw remained ta bc carricd. In coniîsiar.ce w'ith
LAdy Olivia's wisb, tihe grass was alwrays left standing tîsere tilt tht vory Iast,
and the carry iog of fi was regardcd as a sait of Carnival by tIse young
Irvines, and indtjed by eu'ery ather cid in Camnrsham ; for, wben the
large field was aIl cnt and had tain for a fc*v days in the raya cf the raid-
sumuner suni, cram>' boy and girl in the village and from the autiying farrns
and tabourers cottag~es on the Tborawood estate, was bidden ta a tea in the
bay.field b>' tihe iistress cf the M.Ninor, and regalcd with tea, bçcad-and-
biter, and an unlirniucd supply of ncw carrant buns.

This custom had ben instiiutcd by Olivia wben, se a chfid ten ycars
aid, she paîd ber first vi3it tn Tbornwood undrr the charge ofaiMiss Val-
lance, eooa after Lord St. K;srin's deatb, and vTenu from bouse lu bouse in
the village in ber wbite frock and black ribbDns, making ft iends with cycmy-
body in a quainit dpontaneaus fashion cf bier own, and winniog golden
opinions fromn ail for a naive grace of mariner attmsbutcd by the simple ceu-
£tagetopit to lier cducation in foreign parts, but whicb was rcally merci>'
îhe outward sign of licr oivn Lkindl>' nature, comnbined with the uncring
iact and courtes>' sh-c hll inhcritcd froni ber French motîser. Fifteen yeata
lsad stipprd avay eisuce tIse firett lira dzinking in the Iiwn niradaw.and during
that lime il, b-ad -net atw3s been poscibie for tht mistress of Thornwoad ta
grace the caterlai:nmtnt zwitb ]-er kindl>' îresacc. In thet prcdsug ycar
rircumstanccs had dei iucd ier in uown tilt cuisîs1dtrabiy later in tIse season,
ranch ta the disappoîntmnrt of lier jurenile gutsis, fa whose cyes the fes-
tival lest baîf ils chaînt iwben Lady Olivia iv3s nat thcrc to stand au the hcad
of tisa long table ard p~our out theteic. Shc %vould puih extra bans and un-
expected swetiica into ta."nbutnt kixlt bands, scatter a sudden shower of
aimand sugar.plums ta, bc scranib!cd for as a wind-up Io the fcasi, and
dress up Wrinkles, thc pu-g, in a mcd cap and blue jacket, and make lm
smoke a pipe: te amuse tise -sscmblcd cerniany.

IluI ought ta be a better feast than ever, hecause Sou vware zway lasu.
;uime," Sydney livinc had rcmnarkedi whctn ha and Olivia hall bcen discussing
aheb cntcrtainmacnt. IlI do think it's anr awful grind, aid flatiford's ixitng
ibe holiday su late ibis ycar, just as if fi signried tu a country graxmnar-
sehool when Eton and Hfarrow break up; but we have nia3naged ta scrtw
liai! a day eut of him, ana, if ive sta>' in and vwoik during tht momning play'-
hour, wicars gel back (rom l3ecchenford by hall pasu tbrec xnd bo ail meady
ta corne here by four o'cleck. Do have a surprise for us this ycar, Olive I
))on't Son rememober thetimre those travelling niggers carne by, and you
raade them go and drcss up fn the barn and sirig to us after tes 1 Try ta
&et ii aomethirg exitajoliv, 'won'iyou ? I expci Mr. Granule>' could holp
you. lic's awrfully good naturcd and knows a lot about avcrything, l'rn
sure !',

The deire za comnply %rîth Sy-1 ney Imvna's wisIcs, and devise simc-
tbfng Il xura-joiiy I for the hay festivil, causcd La-dy O:'ivis a gaod deai o!
anirious thought-

lu was cbar3ctcrislic cf ber ta do nothing b>' halvas. Wh'Iatcver be-r
occupation for the lime being, site threw lierse!! heait anid saut ino it-
This was the secret cf tht success iwhiciî usuailly atîended whatavcr she teck
in band. Sho r.-cked ber brains as assiduousl> tadïoe c atm
wh..crewsth ta astocish thic Camrneshain cii.dren as iliough she w3s p.r.dged
ta providc a new pragmamme for the cntertaintncnt of Royaty. Long
.distance fromnu Ioîwa and a sieuder purat rcndeced ber efforts for tome

lime unavailing, but ai last an idea occurred tu lier which wil at once,
fessible and moderate.

"lPunch 1" she exclairncd with animation oe întcnsely. bot day just
brfore the hay-field treat, white &he and Miss Vullance were stil lingetins
aveC cte t e-(t lte luncheon that was always servcd in the r,0y oak breakfast-
roorn at Thornwood. "lPunch, ta bc sure, Val 1 Why didn'i; I think of it
before? Half the children ini Carnersham bave neyer heard of it, and
everybody likeB Punch. 1 like it ryself.'

IMy dear 1 I remarked Miss Vallance, in a tane of mild. expostulatian.
Do you indecdP l'copie of that sort arc always Sa vC!>' unltidy ; and it's

rallier immoral altogetber, don'î you think ?'
IWhat-poor Mr. Punch V" exclaimed L-idy Olivia, laughing hicarlily.

Site was mnnding befare the dito ald-fashioned pier-g ass between the
two windovs, fai4ttning with smre long gold pini tise atraw bat whichi she
bas just put on. Mliss Vallance contemplated lier iadyship's movcments
with ânnme cousternatiou.

"Surely you lire uever going out ngaiu in this beat ?" site queried,

Il hvnot ?Dosi'î you<ïnow tbat 1love tise iarm weathor, an1 fe

arn going to Citsersham, acros3 tha fields, ta find out, if 1 cars, when the
asînuai tair at Great Coby lakes place. I fancy tu*norioiw in the last dty ;
if so, it.re la alosî sure ta bc serrle wvandering shiAv-Punch 1.roibibly-.-
Nvhich for a fcw shillings w-ould coisc hcrc on the day after to-rnîrrowv and
play ta amuse tise children 1 shafl let Croker ride uver ta Great Coby
to-morrow to make inquiries il I find that the fir is rcally gaing a..

Miss Vallance offéred no further rcmnanâne.
"lMind you take an umbrrdia, dear. The wcathtr is so oppressive that

I amn sure there nmust bc a .5torm in the air l" the aid lady called out a fcw
minutes later, as she sawv Lady Olivia mun lightly acro3s the hall. with
Wrinkles au hier beels.

Laidy Olivia paused wiuh an impatient exclamation. She rtmemberrd
that she had leit lier usmbrella au the Rectory by muistake on *.he evestirg
be-fare ; but à large sunshade of scariet twill la>' close at lsand wberc shte
had cireless!y îomed iu on caming in frorn the garden.

IlThis wiil do 1" she said ta hen3elf, as se taok ir -.àp and hurried away,
drcadin& anaîher recaîl. IlVal is alway on the lock-out for stormas and
liurricanes ; but the glass is giig up, and I dan't bclicve there wili bc a
drop of tain P.

CHAPTER IV.
The: ahortest way froin Tbarowood to Camarabam lay aver the Steep.1ay

-an abrupt incline rising suddenly at the back of the oid manor-bouse,
whicb it sheltered snugly from rnany a namtb.east gale and winter atorm.
The Sueepway terminatadl in a higb thorny hcdge and an aWkwatd Utile,
dividing iL fram a long straggling fieid known by the name of Goodman's

It look ai least ters minutes' les tirne to reach the village tbraugh this
field than if ane went round by the i-jad; xicveythelou iL waa a toute
seldom patroniscd by any one but .Lady Olivia. Although there waa an
undisputed right of way, the Sueepway beionged vrithout doubt ta the
private grounds of the aid manor-house; besides, fi was nothirsg short of a
écrambie ta reach the top cf the bil), whare a stile, crected appatently fer
the express purpose of preventing people froin getting ayer it, awaited the
breathless traveiicr.

Miss Vallance badl a whalesome horror of the Steepway ; cansequently
iwas only when Laidy Olivia was alone that 8he wis able tu avait herseif

of lier favorite short cul ta the village. On the present occision, anious tu
asake the moet cf lier time, in lesa than five minutes afrer Icavring the bouse
sho fonnd herseI! on the cther side cf tht Suecpway stucl Walking lefsuraly
across Goodmao's Ground towitrds Carnerham. The afternoon was
undeniably sultry, even ubottZh the sun bad, hidden limai! bebind a rallier

hcavy.lookin ban _f cl q4mrc suggestive of thunder than lady Olivia
carcd ta admit. A tbunder starru msight mean unscttled wcather for a weck,
and consequently failure for the bay-fiold treat in prospect. WVith same
anxicty she pausedl and looked around ber, noticing the curious stilîncas t. il

usually preccdos a texapeat, the iow-flying birds above ber hcad, and thc
extremo hetv riess of the atrnos-pherc.

IlVa ra.s right for once. We shall bave a storm, 1 amn sure, almost
-dixcctly," sbc suid tu herseif.

At th a me montent a hcavy drap of rain as large as a shilling feil with
a rc:aousding thud upon the sartm scarlet sunshade she vas holding. It
was iohllowedl by bal! a dozcn marc, dropping slowly and 8oundingly, as
¶.hough in solerrin watning cf whmt abc might expect lter on. Once more
Olivia panscd and leokcd behind bier, hcsiuatiog whetber ta venture any
farther or tu retura at once ta the bouse. She was just haU.-way across the
field b>' tbis tirnc-ncarly as far froro home as she -«as fronu the village.
Her whiue-clad figure, wi th Ui large scariet sunahade above hem head, stocid
out çonspicuously agairist the vis-id green o! the field and the gray sombre
tint of the sky.

-i young bull ai tise fair end cf Gooduuan'a Ground, which had been
lying dowa peacably cnough tilt now, f clt inclincd tu0 investigate titis brighî-
calored objecc. more closely, and aras slowly ta its feeu for :hat purpoie,
thereby aturaeuing the attention cf Wrin'xles, who immc-diatoiX dashed ofF
wildly tu mci it, rcureating with territlcd whelps towarda bis inistress as hie
faund hirnicif pursued by an animal ranch larger than hinisclf, with a pair
of ttrrific homns and a witdiy-lashing taii.

.As Lady Olivia took up the panting dog in ber armns and turnd ta fi>,
nmne womds cf warning uttcrcd b>' Philip Grantlcy but a day or two beotoe
flasbcd across lier mind witb awful dismiineb.

Il'Vill Sou bc careful not tu, watk ta, the village throu,&h Goodmns
Ground for the mutit fow day's, LidyOivua ? 1 shh be oblhgcd to let the


