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HEIDELBERG—ON THE TERRACE.

—

Wo stoad upon the castie’s helght,
8o rullof 0ld romatcus,

Tho moon ahova shone clear an-l hright,
Aud silverad all our fancies.

The Neckar murmured {u its flow,
Tho woods with dew wero weoplug,

And, lighting upthe dopths bielow,
The quiet townsoomed sleeplvg.

The battloments rose grim and stiil
In majesty beforo us,

And floating faintly upthe hill,
We hoard o studont's chorus.

Inspired by the brimming cap,
Thelr words were wildly ringing :

They sang of lovo—and I took up
The burden of thoelr slnging.

Iapoke to you; tn sweet surprisa
A little whilo you hovered,

Then in the dopths of those gray 65« s
Your answer 1 discoverad.

We vowed that while the Nockar's vaw
(How low the words wore spoken !)

Ran undisturbed theso towers below,
Our troth should rest unbroken.

Againbeoneath theso walisl stand,
Audhere my footsteps liuger,

Whero onco 1 pressed with loving hant
This token on your “nger

But now the well-loved view I <o,
Its old enchantment misses :

The evening brooze sighs back to e
The shadows of our Kkisses.

Untired stitl the Neclkiar flows
In the #oft sSumnier weather,

But lnst vear's leavoesand last yoai ~ vuws
Have flown away together.

W. II. PoLloCTK.

THE NEW PRUSSIAN INFANTRY
TACTICS

—

‘Tho Mititar Wockeablal! has an oscellont
article on this subject, and as it is ono with
which the minds of all our thinking officors
of the present day are occupied, there bemng
o general feeling of digsafisfaction with re-
gard to the systamof drill at present carried
on by our infantry soldiers, wo need offer no
apologies for giving a translation of it to our
readers :—

R4 .'

¢ The oxperience derived from the war of
1870-71 has plainly shown once more the
manifest contradiction which cxists betveen
several of tho tactical formations which we
employ on the champs de maneuvres, and
tnose which are really prdctised under the
enemy's fire. It appears that the author-
itios have come to the determination to ban.
ish from the drillground those formations
which are considored to be superannuated,
or elss at tho least to confine their uso toa
small number of sotéled occasions. This 1s
the first point of view from which it 13 neces
sary to regard the instructions recently pub-
lished. with the object of introducing, us an
oxperiment, new tactical formations in our
infantry. The second poink of view has been
instigated by tho recollection of the cnor-
mous losses incured in certain circumstan-
ces during the Iate war; consequently, one
has beon inducod to search for tho proper
methods by which an attack, especially on

open ground, may bomade to succeed with-

out too groatsacrifices

“ Tho fiest paragmphs of tho instructions
mentioned above nfect with our approbation,
in fact, overy intelligent officer has cortainly
hailed wmith joy tho laying dpwnof the follors-
ing principles —Withiutange of thoenomy s
fico tho first lino of a Lrigade, for example,
will only present thick, swarms of skirmish-
ers and company columus,.the employment
of compact, battalions dépio)'cd in line, or
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forming a dipglo mass in column will for the
faturo b? giveh up; for it is no longer nos.
sible to handfo thom i this formation—bat-
talion valloys, nttacks in battalion coluinn,
rallying skirmighers fo a particular buglg
soutd—a I{rescr,ipﬁoq‘particuluﬂy unsuited
to war—will no longer take place, Ifono
ought, and wilh Jjustice, to bo spaning of
that principlo which maiotains that not a
single oxtra movement should bo made on
the ckamp de manauvres, which would not be
employed when under the enomy's imme-
diate fire, it jy howoverinc¢ontestiblo that the
exccution on the drill ground q Q%lnpl(etq
manmuvres in formalions Fooex;a ly imprac
ticablo, is only fit to givo false ideds 0 the
young office.s and tb tho men. Itwould be
out of our province to.discuss or analyse the
atility of theyo principles put forward as pre.
mises, because in this respeét thé differenco
of opinion in our army is very small. Wo
will, consequently, pass to the second point
of view, viz,, to find other formations \v%xch
will diminish tho losses in an attack, whilst
at the same time it loses none of its vigour.

‘¢ A great deal has heen lately writtenon
this subject. Ona has endeavoured to estu.
blish n sort of system to prévent great losses
based on thostudy of what are, and what
ate not, zones dangerenses, In putting al-
together on ope side tho question of finding
out whether these investigations are useful,
and if this way ol looking at tho problem
is really tho right ong, it appears to us,how-
ever dpropos, that to -have as an end the
avoiding losses is nof ia itself suflicient, and
should never take tho first. place when itis
a question of examining a tactical formation;
tho consideration which ought (o precede
everything, and whidirshould nover be lost
sight -of in o digcnssiqo of this kind, is the
manoer of aftaining tkat end which ono has
in view in a combat.

“It is solf evident, that bringing your
men right up to thb enenwy withas httie loss
as pogsible contributes, though indiractly, to
attaining this end.  Every...imnovation,
which has been made more particylarly. duy-|
ing thelast twenty 'years, as, {orexwmple,
that of advancing to tho atlack'in scattered )
order instead of in-¢colamn, has:alivays had
tho abova result for its object, moro: or losa.
Noverthelegs, tha considerations which hava
preponderated bave been thoso which have
a direct influenco upon the victory,  tHat is
to say, s formation which-isa real preparation
for fighting, and swwhich: is-the mos: favorable
to the.best aclon. of the firearm, finally, the,
moral clement. Let us seo whether, in the
new formations, this is eyerywhero tho case.-

“In tho fitst place, it appears %o us l'{x:\l"
in tho reasons slldged for tlieir being!
mntroduced 23 arexperiment, thore has beon
a good deal of exaggeration in carrying the
destructivo effec of the niflo up to 2000 paces

groat.

St. Privat has been often cited as an exam
plaof late
 Although ono vannot' disputothat' it dii
suffer groat losses at a very cohsiderable dis. .
tanco fromthe enemy's -position; naverihe
less, ono cannot base a tactical aystom upon
ong finglo exampls of tho effect produced ]
by amass of bulletsat -ctdry considerablo
distancss, tho less ns oneconld-nd, in this:
| partionlerQase, other causes which would
accaunt for theso euormQus losses ; amongst
otbers,exceptionally advantagegus positions
octupied by tho Fronch was-undoubtedip:
thé principal .one. Tho.greater patt-ofate!
observations: made MEOR  othat oLosuohs

p—

as this distance appears o us niut Taff’, 1ino of skirimisliors—gervys overy twentuality
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destructive effect of the Chassoputat distan.
cos oxceeding 800 Lo 1000 phces is ot rodlly
vory considerable, - et
“‘We do not, thorefors, dlaro in the opin-
ion which has served asabase in tlhie mo.
‘tives to whith we huve slluded above, for
transformizig the formations in closoe 'order
into others which are moro floxible, although
we would make no diffieulty in admutting
that cortain cases have theit oxception, and
that troops marchiug t«i)'tlw‘almck would be
often inconvenionced by tho entiny’s fire at
beyond 800 to 100 paces, Ropard must thute
faro bo’had not to those exceptivyial ¢ases,
bt to the menn of thosoe which aré most
gonerally comunon 1n-the practice ofstvar,

“ Y1t i8 with the preconceived idea that one
would suffer severo lossesat great distances
that the proposition has cvidently boen nd-~
vocated of advrncing-in'long thin lines; or
in breaking up the smallest tactical unit,
tho company and: even sometimes the sub-
division, the whole preceded by strong'lines
of skirmiskors, and wo have ncknowledged
above that their employment was absolutsly
necessary. ‘These formations can cortanly-
only be employed when it is noéessary (6
make s frontattack,and npon grount alonte
flat and uncovered, Let us examine up to
what point they answer the conditions: cited
abave, that is, whether thoy pormitof tha
{roops manmuvring casily,or whetber they
facilitate their instant readiness for fighling
without bringing auy injury to-the moral ele -
mont., )

“*I.et uscommenea with the formition o
tho line ofskirmishars Immediately in con-
tact with the enemy. According to oneof
the propositions, this -first line - should
.be followed by o secou? line of skirmish-
LQrS, - ‘" tero I

. *{In one part oftho army no cleardenap-
pears-to have beah come to as to the signiti- -
cation of the second line. .

it hag been altowed thiatit was impossible
to keop tho supports close to'the skirmisliers
who are being engagediiwhén the pround
@oes notoffersufficient sliclter. Kevetiheless -
one does nat wist tologe a support placad at
a short distance behind, dnd, consequently.
it is:made tc followin scattered order. It
is ¢vident ‘that,” unér--similar conditions,”-
this second ¢hain of gkinmishers will syffer
lesg thun n subthivisidon In- dlog. orden +Un
thg other hand, the comwmnding officer has
no longer his mehin bund. even belore the
momenvhasarrived wheh they are actually
'30 he employed apskismishers, nb inconvem

tico which is likély to become the greater
nowadays, since the dispersion ocaused by
4ho phases of tho combatis alrendy quite

cat-enough without that. "Che command-
‘ing ofticer his alréddy dispersed s forces
to o certnin extént, aad 1t beeomes very
difficuls to makoe ths support-swhich por-
formg thio patt of rdserve with tegard:to the

’

whicli oty #0487 W Jhoed . i
‘i In thie thdgrter: 14 caa o cmplojed! fur
Inrdly noything elsoy excopti fore dirssuy -
reinfordbgtho ivat'libs of fire by doublin
it.  But fof ussupbbis for .example; thet
“tho ehdny Quﬁden?y'mékes an-attack-upoh
ono of théfibuks.~ I€the suppors -las re--.
mained dotipactit inkonly to chaigy ot
and« it HeplBy, 4o JFersa foont-tos tha
eriolnyy whieh i87 & ¥apidiy .carry out; o
thp bontrary, a sintilar “maygment would, bd
' elprost v i possibility if thasuppors formed
aurccdnd chaitt of skirthisbiors. ~Ihero is nb-
ubt that in introducing tho innovation, a
view was ‘liad }do _the .support, «af
thio*-sepand.  lino, simply..dy: doub
Nog it ~ I we wromgughily infocmad, .
tlig doublipg onght {o talce-placo from:that

when tho losses .yera, equal, to.thoge of the
Gd:‘fa'ht“s:: Privat, e Stiow e he"

momeot when tho first lino of skirmishers



