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M le rillor (loti nul hoid himieif reàporusible for
t,laî',eit cxprcsslo)u urop)inion in comintiiui.
calions acidiresedti o Ihe VoLUTi.-at Ils viEW*]

TIIE INVASION 0F CANADA.

WÎC Editor Of the VOLXTRE Ravîawr
SIR -n-Tivriting for tha amusement or

instruction o! yeîzr readers tha narrative o!
tie invasion of Catnada in 1874. I havo
been chiefly nctuated by tira reasons vi--

Pirsi ta comibat the tbeory advancod by
Col. Jet-vois, andi otixer iniilitary enguneers,
reîtcrated by tha flon. Jûù,. !Uwu ini !is
muni quoteti speech a% Ottawa; Ibat tho
western peninsular of Canada (si. c the Pro-
vince o«Ontario) je indefensiblo.

YeVxl te urge upon our admrinistralors tira
necessity for t4iking stops ta uncreaso the
efficieney, andthe uastreagh, afaur irst Uine
or Defenca.

In the pursuanee of rny fit-st reason, 1
have folloived faw delails, siniply becauta
tha information afforded (if any) would be
equally use!ul te enamy as friand, but by a
sligit sketch of the probable consequences
of an invasion at different points; I hava
endeavoureti ta provo tho fallacy of such an
unqualiicd assertion, writh tbo praviso thal
LAka Ontarib shouldbeh li by aur Navy.
a carry out this sinue qua non. 1 would

urge tipon the Government tho put-chie o!
one or tira suitabUe gun-boats. The U. S.
Government alrcady possass four :Revenue
cutters on Inkes On tarie and Erile, anai tu-a
more are building nt Bluffalo. Tiioeave3sais
hoi-aver insignificanL in a niaval point o!
vian-, are iron-clads eompared ta the vessais
dignified by tie naine o! gun-boits in aur
ser-vice, andi rould ensure, at tie oubtset,
naval supremacy on the lakes. The passes.
sien of a feu- gutiboaL- buili for lAc purposc,
oriels as may lio sean by tho dozen at Port-
land or Plymiouth ivould tur the sanIe tie
aLlier vray, andi thay migit ha boughu. cieap.
ly exxough from the imperial Govertiment
By stalionieg them on the Fisiing graunds%
uînd nit the depots of tia various naval Bt-i
gade fat-mati to Mau theni, thay miglit lie
miade usaftd ais cahools for th education of
Out- xavy, andi for tia pro toction of te Fisit.

crie.-, «3 1 don'l think t/aea teili bc oircit uinati
slow.

To condensa 'lie ideats 1 endoavoureal II
convey in the lut-theranco o! niv second
reasion, I wvould urge upon liii' Gnvernrsient
ho amend tho existing Nltliti:t n i dit
!olioxving resipdtg.

Ist, fly aboiishing distinctions bein-en
tha Volunteer :ttd Activae iii Force, anti
renderixg a certain period o! service coun
pulsory.

lly imposing a special tax for Militia pur.
poses, to bo jniid by tuoso not achntally setrv-
iug lii tire Militia, for tho time beang.

3rd. fly crcating front tiro passeti service
men of the Activa A~rce, l3attalions, anti
Divisions o! Reserve, ivith tlteir proper staff
organizations.

4th. 13y popularizing the soi-vica by sjaec-
mal itaunnties and grants.

Th.,zSa changeas %'ouid allotw:
Jet. The organization of a 3y~ears <s-lUe)

Milihia.
2nd. Their retcntion for 3ycaers longer in

un organised Reset-va.
3rd. Their complote equipuient in Artil-

lary, service stores. anti rumunition, ta tafia
the field as the firt lino o! Derlence, andi the
folloiig uncreasa or Departmuntal efficien-
cy, vi:-

lst. A t-aati staff or cadi 13rigtdo andi
Division.

2ndL Reeo stores iii ecd District.
3rd. Organizei rraiisjort.
%Vithout, the changes 1 very mucli fear

thrat, tho Invasion o! Canada in 1874 xvould
end less lippily iii raality than ini my nar-
rative.

It is useles ta s'xy more an a subjeet upon
wbicit se mucli bas already been sii, but
ivith an eatnest ivish that sucb, or kindred
mnaures niay bu ndopted to incrense tia
eMcicncy o! aur Canidian Mlta

I romain,
Yaurs, &-c.

CENURIONo.

To llit Edi for 'f Iht VoaUNrssn RrVIFW.

Sin,:-Cnn any pet-son recruil fora Ruiral
Baffa1itn ini a Town n-hare titerae . Toton
Balla lion Ufcad-Quarters? Es~quî ara.

13clloville, Ont., Aprit 301h> 1872. "

wt~-Tliî li 21 law ta lirevént, ro.
crsiitig in any -'it-trict. il ii tint~ <'iquettto

t1q 4on li.bwc vr, but i a tl.o voltnteer is
frl'* ii Isis claeico os corps il itts mrely a
quostion of locail oer.oial ittoia-
VOI.. 14u..

A WI1MBLEDON 1701t LTRE USNITED
KrA îIIL-.

Ou Amrii frietîds hanva îia'%'r pald
:nuch attention lu the antiJct n! Itafi" shoo0t.
ing. Thay linvo beeua surprised nt the en-
tlinstasni wvith wrivici il iý practised -si (Iront
l3rit-''ni and Cariad:, andi s41mçt léaaling jonr.
pilsI sienic of tire nitliy <li-pi IsCl 0on n suis-
ject ot so miuch importance. A National
ifle Assnci thion )tas becat rurnied, lanwcver,
ind .1 bll lias licenf introdueed inta thon Nelv

York Letgisl-aturc ini its bchalf, granting
groulid for tire purposc. or practico, andi au.
thlorising the Governrncnt of the Stftto io of
.Cr prizra forai eCOmpetitiota nmonigct tri ir!rs

me.'itea Noiw York MWm-14 savs : I Wini.
bledon lias long been a huit or Entglish, andi
Anioricn Iluunorists. But flic cornplicti.
tions nrising out of lis( Alabaim-L caims have
miada nxany Anîcricans question ivhiethor
Englanti mighit flot find lier accounti li er
WVimbledon. lie lauglis best %iseo laughis
tast. Tfho 150,000 Englishi voluinteers tire
trauneti m'arksrqnan, So -ira tha 45,000 Cana.
diati volusntpers. But baoîd the formation
o! te National Ilifl Assoiation niothing lias
been detto tomirds fitting our suilitia ta copin
vritlî tliam. Our millitia cus, iarch yvell,
sortie af thein, anti of course they -iro ail lie-
rocs, but they cannnot shoot straighit. By
ail1 menus let us hava In Imerietil %vinible.
don." i'Mis showsa tlîat tho Imericn tire
beconiing alive te the, importance of tire sub
jct. IL is gratifying to knoiv that sitis!:xc.
tory progress bias been nmie in Canatin in
riflo shoohing. The imperative order Iwlich
obliges en.ch volunteer ta put in the requit-ad
practice vwaîla perfariiing lsis miantl drill, is
productive of gooti restilts. We' do net ex
pect tui a înarksmans cars lie nmade uni a Iowv
weecks, for il requircs ycars ar const..nt purao-
tico ta become skilled in the usu of thle rifle
-but tho aninual course or tra'inîing niust ne
custom, the niemberî of tira voltunîcer force
tu rifla sluooting, if iL does not make ail it-ai
class markeinen. W>o luopo to seo the spirit
kept utp, iintr tbat the number or nrksunen
%vili increaso s-0 ';Iv overy ytar 1h is gra-
tîlying ta findtrion (Sorerniinait clispnseil
to encourage ini overy avay vie deavelop.
nment o! tae sluooting qui dtites of the
volunteers The money 1 -Id out lis this Iv.Ly
is weoll spent, and thre result is such as justi
fied the expenditure..


