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80 thero aro discascs of the soul that can be healed only by the dis-
ciplino of suffering ; the heavenly Physician, who * giveth medicino
to hieal thoir sickness,” makes no mistakes. Aflliction is curative;
liko the knife in tho surgeon’s hand, it wounds to heal. *‘Itds
good for me that I havo been afllicted, that I might learn Thy
statutes.” In tho wearisome days and nights ot suffering, the
Christian calls his own ways toremembrance  Undotected sina and
shortcomiugs, solf-decvivings nnd half unconscious datliance with
pleasant ovils, nculect ot known dutics, and spiritual somnambulism
in dangerous places, nntursl gifts that masqueraded as heavenly
graces, and Indolence that folded away its talents—lke somo
deadly secret written with invisible ink they have Leen inscribied on
the pages of tho 2oul, unscen by human cye, but when the acids of
allliction touch the page tho hidcous secrot comes into open vision,
und tho soul sces itsclf as God sces it. It is the sharp pain, tolling
of hideous discasc, that drives the r.atient toscek tho doctor's care ;
20 the Christian, waen suffering reveals to him tho plague-spots on
his soul, lica to tho Good i'hysician, and socon is ablo to exclaim,
* Bleas the Lord, oh my soul, Who healoth all thy diseases.” ‘Lho
bitterncss of aflliction is a tonic. It is notin the lap of luxury that
soldiers arc trained ; the racers and wrestlersin thering at Olympia
did not wiun their laurcls without pain; our noblest workera and
thinkers aro not those who live an casy, pleasant lile.

In the battle against ovil, in tho race of life, Ch-ist’s soldicrs
and wrestlers aro trained through euffering, and braced by pain.
What sick man over grew strovg on sugared draughta? Fuso,
luxury, a lifo that has all the hard corners padded, these aroe not
tho things that bring out the bLest that isin o man.  As with the
phyaical and moral parts of our nature, so with tho spiritual,
When David was at case in Jorusalem ke weakly fell, but .o
adversity he was strong to resist evit, ¢ Before I was aftlicted I
went astray, but now bhave I kept Thy word,” is not the confession
of the Psalmist alone, How many souls have seen behind the
voil of surrow the shining face of an angoel from heaven strongthoun-
ing them ! Is thero not mora than a suggestion of this idea in the
cheery words of St. Paul addressed to the afllicted : ** Wherefore
lift up the hands that hang down, and the feeblo knees?” Thero
is a height of spiritual joy to be attained by tho Christizn through
suffering, to which no ladder but that of pain can reach. **To
know tho fellowship of His suffering." Of earthly happinoss tho
Saviour tastud little, but there is not a depth nor shoal of sorrow
that he has not sounded, and when He calls His own to cross that
sca, ** Ho gocth before them.”  Wo can only touch on this thought,
leaving cach to think it out for himself. Too weak to pray, too
suffering to think, let tho soul cling to tho Man ot Sorrows, auvd in
that mysterious *‘ {followship,” then oniy to be realized, will be felt
that sceret sustaining joy which  B.M.” pictures in onc of her
poems—*¢ Only heaven itsolf issweeter than to walk with Him
tpon the sca of sorrow."”

But afliiction has a wider range. Suffering has & power, and
paio a ministry, far outaide the little circle of the sufferer’s own
personality. The soul that thinks ozly of its own cure, its own
strengtheniog, itz own hidden fellowship, will grow morbid, and
Joso much of its pain-bought good. Fanny Bickersteth, in tho
midst of a very furnaco-fire ot agony, was yet a missionary to all
around. Little Erncst von Willick, lying on his bed of sickuess,
acver dreamt that his trustful words—

When the Lord me sorrow sends,
Let mo bear it patientiy—

would have power to sootke an ecmperor's heart. A clergyman once
declared that he believed more good to have been wrought in his
parizh by the prayers of those imprisoned in sick rooms, who, in
their timo of {ollowship hand in hand with Christ, had apoken to
thc Most High, than by all tho labors of & well-trained band of
workers, Who can sympathizo like ono who has endured the samne
Joss? Who =an comfort like ano who has sorrowed with the same
sortow? \Who canintercede like one who has borne the eame
burden? ¢ What I tell you io darkness that speak yoin light.”
Those whdm God has ** trusted with pain* have a glorious pricat-
hood—to miuister to hearts distressed—to touch with tender hand
the spint’s wounds. Let those whoso lips have tasted the water of
Marah remember that they have a servico to offer which nono save
they cao render, a ministey for which God Himsolf has ordained
them. 1f wo cenmider our Lord's life wo scc that that which has
influenced men most was not His doing, but His suffering. His
lifo was lovely and belpful, but tho power of it was in his sgeny
and death. So in tho day when the Books are opeoed it will Lo
found, we doubt not, that miany of tho greatest victorics of tho
Christian Church have been won by wounded 2oldivry, nany of
her grandest enterprises carried throngh not by the workers® 7oa),
bat by tho folded trembling hands of unknown sufferera ; and Leads
that havo long meskly bowed boneath a crown of thorns shall at
last be aiademed with gems.
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THE MARRIAGE TIE,
The Voice of the Church,

*Till death us part "—
So speuks the heart

\\ hen eaceh to ench repeats tne words of doom,
Thiough blessing and .hrough curse,
For botter nnd fur worse,

We will bo ons till that dread hour shall come.

Life with its myriad grasp
Our yearning souls shall clasp,

By ceascless love and still expectant wounder,
In bonds that shall endure,
Indissolably sure,

Till God in death shinll purt our paths asunder.

Till death us join—
O voice yet more Divine
That to tho broken heart bireathes hapes sublime ;
Throvgh lonely hours,
Aud hattered powers,
\Wo atill ar.- ono despite of age or time.

Death with his healing hand
Shall once more knit tho ban
Which needs but that ono link which none may aever,
Till through tho only good,
Heard, [elt, and understood,
Our lifo 1n God shall make us ono for ever.

Into many a life comes a period of comparative inaction, when
tho ordinnry intcrest scem ended or their dircction altercd.
Illucss or sorrow may withdraw ono tor a time from tho world
hitherto familiar. Sometimes it is tho pressure of unaczustomed
duties that kecps the hands busy while the thoughts have strango
leisure. Somctimes the mother of little children feels as il sho
wero losing the intellectual growth that comes from study and
close contuct with living outsido intercsts, even when the liome
scclusion and tender dutics are most dear. It is sometimes hard to
bolicve it at the titne; bus in later vears wo often seo that from
such periods, whea all wo covld do was to

* Lie and wait in God's great hand,
A patient bit of fallow land,”
wo drow the strength that was to suffice for the coming struggle or
the appreciation that could recognize a victory.

The Church and Sociological Science

Prof. Graham Taylor, of Chicago Theological Seminary, has a
thoughtful article in The Advance, of Chicaro, discussing the
queation as to what tho Church may expect from the present soci.
olegical movement.  Profcssor Taylor isa recogmzed authority in
sociology, and his views on this important question are thiereforo
worthy of attention. I{e begins by stating some of the thugs
which tho sociological movement stands for when considered in
relation to the Church. It atands, ho says, for the movement of
the common mind to arcivo at a clearer knoweledgo of the complex
relation of man to man in modern society ; the movement of tho
common hoart to rcalize the undying truth of social justico and
human brotherhood ; the movement of tho common will o find and
apply somo adjustments for the disturbed refationships 1 our
modern industrial system, Profcssur Taylor procecds from this to
consider how the experiences and work of tho churches havoalready
been r.flected in somo degree by sociologizal study. Iirat of all is
tho » wakened conscionsness in the Church, itself, a larger realiza-
tion of thc common needs of our common humanity as they are
marifested in our common life.  Io the second piaco—

*With this deepening social consciousnees the Church 1s gain
ing a moro advantageous point of view. ‘This view of tho Word,
for cxample, is investing our one Bible with all tho charm aud
fresh power of a new rovelation of its old truths to the present age.
Its origin is al' thic more suporoatural and divine because mediately
derived frcz, the common sucial conditions under which its rovela.
tions wero given to men through men.”

As a third point Projcssor Taylor asks whether there is not
something lacking in our application of Inw and goapel when even
in a couatry like ours which is nominally Christian and whero
profcssing mombers of the Church are nwmcrically in the majoraty,
anti-Christian conditions of society so largely provail. The family
relattonship, ho argues, nceds the re.application of the Biblical
conception to rescno it from the divorce legislation, from the social
customs which operate against the homo lite aud {rom the tena.
ment-house conditions in our cities under which itis practically
impossible for purity and orderlinoss to exist, [t is through tho
disclosurcs of these conditions by sociological study and investiga-
tion that tho Charch *‘ mav oxpoct God to convict us of our social
tins of omission and cominission and to enable us to do bettor.”




