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Relationship to Christ.

Rev. Wi, MricLe, Latk ov QARvVILLE, Now or Toroxto,

Rev. W. MrikLF was born in the County of Ayr, uot fur from the
fino old town of the same name. 1o received the fiest part of his edu-
cation in the parish schaul of Moukton, and commenced there his study
of Latin. Ho was propared for cnllege mainly in Lochwinnoch and
commoncod his Arts aml Philosophy course in Glasgow, in 1840. Ho
took prizes in moxt of these olasses, givon by the votes of fellow
stulents. He onterod on the study of Theology in tho autumm of
1843, in connoction with the United Presbyterian Church of Scotland,
aud enjoyed tho instructions and pursonal intercourse of Drs. Brown,
Harper, dodlichacl and Eadio. }io was liconsol in January, 1848,
was called to Anstruther, Fifo, in tho following May, and shartly after
was ondained in that quaint old burgh of the kingdom of File, the
native town of Dr. Chalimers,  In Novembor, 1853, hie was called to
Mobilo, Alabama, reached that distant sphero of labor in the first
week of 1854, and continued there till 1860. A handsome new chureh
was built for him in Mobile, and though the congregation has passed
through a chequered history, it has prospered, and is still doing an
excollont work.  Through tho trying nature of that semi-tropical ch-
mato Mrs. Meikle's health failed, and at a cousultation of physicions
they wero ordored north, and not toroturn forat least sighteen months.

Mr. Meiklo spont somo two wouths in the City of New York. One
day, with au oitl collego friond, who then hold an importaut minis-
torinl chargo in that uity, thcy had gone into Carter’s bookstore on
Broadway. A few momonts attor they entered thuy were talking to the
gonior partuer of the firm, when two gentlemen ontored, ‘They addiessed
Mr. Cartor, saying, they had heard that Mr, Moikle, of Mobile,
was in the city and would Jiko to find him. Why, said Mr. Carter,
that is vasy, ho is here at this moment, ‘This
rosulted in a unanimous call to Dobbs’ Feny,
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croated nsall, Al things were made by Him. Oui bodies and spirits
aro his croation.  Motcover, Ile overy moment preswives na; without
1ix upholdiug power wo would sink iuto ar:nihilation 3 still further,
wo aro dead it trespasses and sinn—we aro like the Jdry bones in
Ezokiol's vision. Ilo creates us ancw.  He lifts us fiom the fearful
pit and from the wiry clay. ‘Thus we are nearer to the Saviour than
tho babe to tho mother, and thi4 relation is indecd most vital,

Sceo: d —Our relation Lo Christ is more enduring than any other,
This i3 strong languuge, but we are fully warrauted in employing it.
Wo Jove with fom’i allection the parents God has given us, (Vo find
lovo to thom incorporated with our very nutures by the prveat author
of onr being.  We have learnoed to love them through their unwearied
devolion to us, through tho years of ceaselesy caro ﬁmy have given to
usg 1 helpless wfaucy, w teades childbood, amid the frivolitics and
foolishness of youth,  Whatthoush those pareuts wero quite superior
to the ordinary class of men, presented & greater number of  excol
lencies, and mﬂ)rncd in evory way the uuble livey they led ; they woro
withall inhutely nfetior to Him who iy chiiel among ten  thousaund,
They dul uot die for us, and we have no sach claiiug to onr love as the
Dlessed Jesus, Heo Hinself puts torth these o ims . ** He that loveth
father or mother more than o 13 not worthy ot e, and he that loveth
son or danghter morce thau e 1s not worthy of me.” We find Him in
fimtely exalted above ail human hiadreld. ~ His love shed abread in
aur hearts praduces correspomding love in roturn.  His love is like
Hunself, purer, dearer, stionger thanall human live. Tho poct
Cowpor correetly puts it:

_ % Mine is an uuchanging love,
Higher than thoe heights above,
Deejer than the depths boneath,
Tico aud {aith{ul, strong as death ”

Third,—Qur relation to Christ is moio dignificd than we bear to
any other other. In this world of wmiquity, wickedness and crimo
there must be distinotions made belween different classes of men, autd
the varicd morits thoy possers.  The good and the bad, the pute aud

tho impute, tho cxalted and the deyaded
cantot veeupy tho same lovel, and canunt he

on the Hudson, presented in July, and in - -

this plessant locality and important charge ho RS

remained seven years. Mr. Meikle's pastovate
in Dobbs' Ferry ceased in 1867. In that year
he was admitted to the Presbyteriati Church
in Canada, had numerous appointments assign.
ed to him and was soon called to Millbank,
to North Mo nington, to Listowel an) Molos-
worth, and a little later to Drummoaudville,
and Chippawa, to Cland and Mayfiold, and to
Qakvillo. 1o chose th last of these, and was
thero inducted in Januvary, 1868 ‘This psi
tion was held by him for twenty-threo years,
and very considerablo sucee-s was seored by
diigence and devotedness to every dejarcthient
of work. A haudsome now chureh was built,
and oponed in May, 1888, Shoitly after
number of the people expressed a desire for a
younger mau. This leq to Ar. Meikle’s ver'r -
ment from the moro active Auties of the min-
istry.  He is now comfortably located in
Oxtord streot, Toronto, and is still preaching
as he linds opportunity.

Text -Matéhew xii. 50: “Whosoovor shall
do the will of my Father who is in Heaven,
the samo i3 my ULrother, and sister and
mother.”,

Many who have been most successful in

treated in the same manner.

Mauy fawilies value highly the houowalis,
tho dimfind, the noble position they lave
reached.  ‘They vonler mn{: aud renown on all
who aro related to them, and guard with the
utwost carg their family nane from anythmyg
that would bring dishonour on their tllustinmy
line of pragemtors. All this is folt moyt
keonly 1 contemplated mmatitmontal alliances.
"Tho royal families of Europo feol that thoy are
degraded by any ruch allizuce other than royal,

Oh, how wmuch moro important 1 1t, how
much wore exalted, how much moro dignfied
in the true, lareo seuse of the word to bo ro-
latwl to the King of kigs, to the Lord of
lotdg, to tho Pranco of the kings of the canth,
to Hun who is over all, God, blessrd for over ¢
In the past we have bron enemies to Gad ; we
have been veconciled ; wo arv brought nigh
by the blood of Christ; we are no longer
strangors and foreigners ; wo are follow-citj-
zeng with the saints; wo are partakers of the
Lrivino nature, **Now are wo the Sonsof God. "

Al that our kinsman Redeemer is hie-
comes ours, His rank, Iis namo, His rights,
His honours. He 1s the Son of God, and we
becomno sons and daughters in Hun,  He iy
tho heir of God, and weo bicome joint hoirs

intoresting thoso whom they addressed have
boen carcfal to turn to gond account any
peculiar circumstances that have lain around
thems. On ono occasion, a celebrated
orator of France, Massiilonge, in the great Church of Notro
Dameo, Paris, with tho remains of Lounis the Fourteenth lying before
him, hold his andivnce waitingin suspeuss ;s ho then, apparently in 2
careless manner, antiounced his toxt 3 ** So I havo becomo groat.” 1o
spread his hands over his chest, he fixed his eyes on tho bier for some
moments, be lifted uy his hands with rapid gestumie, and in tones most
thrilling exclaimed, **There is nouo great but God.” The whale
audioncorosc in a mass, they looked abuve them, beueath them, around
thom, thay folt that God incarnate was present.

Evon tho Lord Jesus Christ tnrnml overything to tho very test
account. Look at all the parables that follow in the next ehapter. He
mado them and the impressions he wished to produce. * * *

The sceno connceted with our text, porhaps, surpasses all that. e
is surrounded by a mighty mass of people. His mother anl his
brethren cotne to juterrupt him ; Ho must give up theso oxhaustive
labours ; Ho must go witl thom. They cannot get near Him.  ‘Fhey
send their messagoe from lip to lip, and when he is told ¢ Thy mother
aud thy brethron desiro to s]zcuk with thee,” with a dignity proclaim.
ing his Deity, he says, *“Who is my wmother, and who me my
brethren 1° Then with a love revealing both Deity and humanity ho
stretchos his hands over his disciples, and says, ¢* Behold my mother
and my brethren.”

These words are for us all, and they show that we are nearer to
Christ ; wo have a closer connection with him than with any other
Leing.  This grand truth we would illustrato in tho following manner :
Our relation to Christ is moro rital—is moro cndearing~ is more diy-
nified—is moro enduring thun wo have to any other, to all other
beings. May the Holy Spirit aid in expanding theso gieat truths

First.—Our near and closo relation to Christ is more vital than we
havo to auy other. Tho proof of this is brief and complete. Ho

Rev. Wa, MEIRLE.

with Chust.  On s head aro many crowns ;
He places on our leads the crown of
rightconsness, the ciown of life, the crown
. . of glory. He reigns supreme overall ; we sit
with Him on His throne, wo are madde kings and priests unto Gad, aud
shall reign with Him for evor. Thus, through this ritel, this
endearing, through this diguified volation wo Lear to Christ, we have
royal honowis, wo have inconceivable felicity.

Fourth. —This is a mora rudduring relation than any other.  Thero
is ceascloss chango in this world. Hero thero is uo alnding, the
prince and potentate, tle sovereign amd the emperar, the high aml
the low ars not allowed to continue by reason of death.

** Friend after friend departs.
Who has not lost a friend ?
There i3 no union hero of hearts,
That knows not licro an end.”

All sccored to uyon carth, all that the Saviour has gone to prepato
in heaven s all be coutinned forever. Wo are made pillars in the
temple of out God, and shall go no more ont,
*¢ For ever with the Lord
Amen, so et it be,
Liw from tho dead is in that word
"Tis immortality.
Here i the body pont,
Absont from Him we roam,
Yet nightly pitel onr moving tent
A day’s march nearer home,"
All that has becu desenibed is privilege ; where are our obligationa t
Christ is spreading Hig handy over us s let us givo our hand of fuith
to Him. ILet us take this great gift of God by thissimploact. Christ'’s
cye of merey is on us ; lot us look by the cyo of faith to Him. Lot
us look to Him on the cross, but specially to Him on the throne, the
Princo and tho Saviour to give repontauce and remission,



