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States alone after deducting the home consumption of the
countiies in which it was produced. The tutal cane sugar
crop of the world, as estimated by Willett & Gray, of Nuw
York, is given as 2,862,000 tons, and with a few exceptions
“includes local production for humo consumption wherever
known,” while the figures of the Burcau of Statistics show
that tho total sugar importations of the United States in the
calendace year 1899 were 1,964,170 tons; so that, if all the
cane sugar product of the world in 1899 were massed together
and the local consumption of the countries of its production
deducted, the 1emainder would littls wore than equal the im-
portatious of the United States alone in that year.

It is not to be understuod from this, however, that the
United States does in fact import all of the world’s surplus of
this sugar. On the contrary, the consumption of beet sugar
in that country is steadily increasing, and way, in the fiseal
year 1899 greater than that of any preceding year, with the
single exception of 1897, when the imports were abnormal by
reason of expected changes in the tariff law. The total im-
ports of bect sugar in the fiscal year 1899 wereo 723,336,352
pounds out of a grand total of 3,517,950,659 pounds ; so that
beet sugar, having captured the markets of Europe, is now
supplying one-fifth of the imports into the United States.

If it were not that the soil and climate of Canada were
quite as well adapted to the growth of the sugar beet, and if
it were not that plenty of capital is available with which to
establish factories for the manufacture of beet sugar, it would
make but little difference to Canada what country produced
our sugar, or whether it wera the product of cane or beets.
Woe know, however, that the soil and climate and natural
conditions of southern Ontario and, Michigan are substarially
the same, and that many illions of pounds of beet sugar are
produced in that state arnually, giving employment to millions
of dollars capital and to thousands of farmers in the produc-
tion of the bects, and other thousands of workmen 1n con,
verting themn into sugar and placing it upon the market. For
a number of years this journal has shown the advantages that
would accrue to Cunada by the establishment of the beot
sugar industry, but, strange to say, no Conservative Govern-
ment ever did anything to encourage it excedt 1 & most
desuitory and half-hearted manner, ertirely nadequate to
accomplish the object ; and the most that the present Govern-
ment has yet done (or proposes to do) is to place in the non-
dutiable list of imports machinery not of a class made in
Canada, to bo used in the manufacture of beet sugar. The
recent efforts put forth by the Toronto Board of Trade to
create some enthusiasm in the matter and to induce both the
Dominion and the Ontario Governments to offer some sub-
stantial inducements towards the establishment of the indus-
try, seem to have miscarrind.

An analysis of the sugar question as applied to Canada is
interesting.  During the fiscal year ending June 30, 1899, our
imports of unrefined sugar not zbove No. 16 Dutch standard,
ameunted to 233,013,977 pounds valued at $4,963,503, upon
which duty was collected amounting to 31,554,991, OFf this
the quantity imported under tho preferentinl turiff was
26,623,401 pounds, valued at 3514,720, upon which 2116,525
4. ¥ was paid, the countries of origin being Great Britain,
Australasin, British Guiana and British West Indies.

The balance of our imnports and sources of origin were as
followy:—
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Belgium ... oo 67,013,242
China................. 0. Cereertaneans 8,862
Danish West Indies.............. eeen 10,893
Dutek: East Indies............ teseriaa. 6,776,751
Dutch West Indies......... . .. """ 1,702,950
Germany. ... .. e e ieereienaas 117,602,660
Peru..... ... . ... e 3,766,405
Phillipines.............0 00 oo 5,150,640
%pauiah West Indies..... ........ """ 1,010,092
nited States................... 11" 2,708,181
Total pounds..... tereceans 205,301,576

The sugar imported from Selgivm and Germany —185,113,-
902 pounds—was undoubtedly beet sugar, against only
20,274,674 pounds for all other cuuntries, which way, Fre-
sumably, cano sugar; and the fact that the suzar require-
ments of Canada were met by wuch large quantities of beet
sugar from countries no better adapted for the production of
the article than Canads, indicates the immense amount of
capital that should be cwployed in the industry in this coun-
try, but is not, and the large amovnt of labor that should be
preformed by Canadian farmers and workmen, but which is
now performed by Belgians and Germans.

DEPARTMENT STORES AND TRUSTs.

The attempt of the government of the city of Chicago to
check the growth of the so-called department stores, hay been
defeated by the Supreme Court of the State, which has
declared void the city ordinances bearing upon the subjret.
The effort to handicap enterprise by the imposition of
restraining laws is exciting much interest wherever agitators
endeavor to bring about the infliction of such laws.  The
Textile Record discusses the wattar in this way 1—

In the UwL'ted States no legislativn is posvible which shall
forbid a man who has ten things to sell, to enlarge his
operatious so tuat he shall sell twenty thmngs. Nor would
such legislation be desirable if it were pussible. It 15 to the
interest of the nation, as a whole, that the freest pussible
scope should be given to the energy and ability of individuals
within the boundaries of good morals.  No “doubt there js
hardship for some small dealers of narrow talents by the
absorption of so large a portion of the retail trade of a great
city by the merchants who conduct business upon & vast sale.
So also was there hardship for the multitudes of men whe, all
through this century, have had their labor displaced by labor-
saving machinery.” But that the whole human race has
gained by the intreduction of labor-saving devices, will not
be denied; and it is a further fact that in the long run
individual laborers have found steadier and mare prefital'y
cwployment through the enlargement of productive opera-
tions caused by the improved wachinery.  The department
store not only contributes to the convemenco of willions of
purchasers, but it performs the more attractive servico of
reducing the cost of the distribution of fabrics to tho masses
of the people. The whole tendency of modern commerco is
in this direction. The middlemon is being squeezed out
everywhero; and the producer and consumer are being
brought closer and closer together. The natural result of
such a process ought to be, and probably it iy, that toe pro-
ducer obtains more while the consumer pays lexs. Thay, if
legislation could indewd imposo a check upcan this movement,
we should have to obtin tho consent of both preducers and
cunsumers that the middleminn should be permitted to live at
their expensc after his existence in that particular manner
has been demonstrated to b unnecessary.  Surely such con-
sent could not boe sncured.

The fato that has befallen the Chicago ordinances against
department stores, will also be cacountered by state and




