IN NOVA BCOTIA AND THE ADJOINING PROVINCES,

hich imparts life and vigor to it. This is
e meaning of ¢ faith worketh by love.” « If
love me, keep my commandments.” “O!
ow I love thy law, it js my meditation all
he day.” This is the grand distinction be-
veen tiie devil’'s faith and the Christian’s.
oth have intellectual faith—both believe
cse things to be true.  The devil hates and
cmbles at the truth—the Christian says it is
jght, locely, worthy of all acceptation.

This, too, is the difference between the be-
eving of man regenerate and man uncon-
rtea. Both believe intellectually; but the
eart of the one recoils from the things be-
ved, whilst the heart of the other delights
h them. Love is the grand difference.

«Yes! I love thee and adore,
0! for grace to love thee more !"

hat is the precise difference between the
Bith of an angel and that of a Christian ?
evils go one step with Christians : they be-
eve intellectually. Angels go two steps with
e Christian; they believe intellectually, and
ith the heart too. With what love and joy
id they announce a Saviour’s birth? * Into
hese things” (the affairs of human salvation)
k the angels desire to look.” ¢ There is joy in
heir presence over one sinner that repenteth.”
ngeﬁ beliere and love. But still there is
step turther taken by the Christian, that
akes a difference in his faith from that of
he angel. What is it ? This brinis us to the
3rd. Element of faith, expressed by the ward
of. Angels believe, but do not trust in
ist as their owon Saviour. The angel is not
, and does not aeed, and does not person-
jly trust in a redeeming Saviour as Lis Re-
geemer. A man standing safely on the shore
hay rejoice to see the life-boat lawnched, and
owed to the rescue of those about to perish
n the storm-driven sea; but he feels no need
Bf personal deliverance, and does not exeroise
persanal reliance. So stand the angels upon
he shores of a blessed immortality, and every
me & poor sinner is drawn up and placed
ely in the ark of salvation, they rejoice,
nd renew the song,  Worthy is the Lamb !”
¢ augel believes and loves; the Christian,
addition, trusts. He personally looks upon
imself as lost, and upon Christ s a Saviour.
Intellectual conviction, love, trust : these are
he three elements of a Christian faith.
Thit faith is_exercised only by the regene-
ate heart. We cannot believe without eri-
fenice; nor seemingly without a state of mind
favorable to the claims of Ged upon us. The
egenerate man has new intellectual percep-
tons, imparted by the illuminating Spirit_of
od; and he is willing to be convinced. He
Melieves first that the Bible is the word of
od; then that it teaches thus and so, and
hen he cheerfully trusts God and yields him-
elf to him. The heart once right, and all
pifficulties vanish. The state of mind—heart-
elt opposition to the truths taught is the true
d chief cause of infidelity. Men want the
Bible to be proven not true, because they dis-
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like its tenchings. Somebody comes along and
says he can prove it untrue, and men ecagerly
rush to hear him. ‘This makes the skepti-.
A man docs not like the strictness of the Bitle
morality and claims; there comes along a mun
who says he can prove the Bible not true: tie
unregenerate mind is glad of it, and away he
goes to hear the infidel, for he wishes that th.c
strictness, purity, and humbling plans of t'.¢
Bible were not true,  But when the heart is
changed the affections gather to the cross, It
loves the doctrines, and is melted by the fac*s
that cluster there. He is won to love a:nd
choose the right ; and under the influence or
the faith of which the cross is the central <h-
ject, he walks forward and upward in the i.f¢
of holiness and usefulness and joy. But de-
pravity is a drawback ; it retards the believ-
er's progress. Yet as it is weakened, his faith
will grow stronger, and his progress be accele-
rated, whilst at the same time his increasing
faith gives him strength to crucify depravity.
‘Thus he grows in grace—gets stronger and
stronger—onward and upward, until yonder
sce him on his death-bed, as calmm as a sammer
evening. His sanctification is almost com-
{)lete. His faith by which he walked through
ife gets him ready for the last conflict. By it
he has overcome the world ; by it he now con-
quers dezth, and claims a victory over thegrave.

This faith begins in feebleness, and grows
to maturity. It is at once the rule and the
impulse of a holy life, and like every other
cexercise and habit of mind, grows strenger in
exertion.

Need I go into a discussign to prove that
this faith is that by which the Christian
walks? The man who has it could not hel
but walk b{ it. His heart is in it, his life
spontaneously conforms to it. It is in his
soul & prinaple of action; it * worketh by
love,” purifies the heart, and overcomes the
world. Sometimes a small object near at
hand seems larger than one of much greater
magnitude at a distance. The world is near ;
heaven is distant. Present joy, euen when
less in amount, is preferred to that which is
future. Now faith is the telescope * which
brings eternal glories near.” And it brings
eternal horrors near, too. Faith brings power
from the unseen world to check us up. It
brings arguments for the right, both from
heaven and hell. Bchold that believing soul,
ready to wing his way to the brighter wesld,
atterided by heavenly guides. Happy soul!
assured that he has committed his last sin,
felt his last sorrow, and is now ready to as-
cend! Follow him upward to the world of
glory—see his glory, and listen with the ear
of faith to his song ! No wonder we walk by
faith, whc it brings all eternity to bear upan
the present. 'We have got the advantage of
yonder unconverted man. His eye is fixed on
the earth, ours on heaven. 1lis earthly riches
are “deceitful riches;” ours are certain. Bat
faith not only assures of final triumph—it
makes us wise, gives motives to duty, gives
strength, and strength according to our day.



