
238-VOL. X., N.S.iI CANADA LA W JOURNAL. [September, 18T4.

DIGESTS 0F O2<TÂRIOIREPORTS.

*DIGESTS 0F ONTARIO Re
PORTS.

The New Digest, so long hoped for, is

being issued in parts, and we have now

the first part before us, containing th

tatles IlAbandonment " to IlArrest,

comprised in 104 full pages. It is

supposed that the whole work will

be comuplete in about fifteen parts, or

about 1800 double colunin pages.

The first Digest of IJpper Canada

Reports was undertaken by the present

leader of the Bar in Ontario and Treas-

urer of the Law Society, Hon. John

Hillyard Cameron. Hie published a

digest of cases from Mich. Term, 1828,

to the end of the year 1843. Nine years

afterwards Mr. Ri. A. Harrison, then a

Student-at-law, published, under the

supervision of James Lukin'Robinson, the

then Reporter to the Court of Queen's

Bench, the volume known as Riobinson

& lHarrison's Digest, containing all the

cases froni 1823 to the eud of Vol. VII

of the Upper Canada Reports-in a book

of 530 pages, and ineludingthirteen vol-

urnes of reports.
Froin about this period,/and after the

Courts of Common Pleas- 'and Chancery

were established, judicialldecisions began

to multiply, and after a few years there.
was again a demand for a new digest, or

a continuation of the hast one. Mr. Rt. A.

Harrison, with his accustorned energy,
determined to supply the want, but the

pressure of other work induced him to

hand1 over the arduous undertaking to

Mr. Henry O'Brien, who in 1863 pub-

lished the volume known as Harrison &

O'Brien's Digest, whichibrought the cases

down to the year 1861. This was a book

*A Digest of the ReportedàCases determiined

in the Courts of Coinumoi Law axid Equity in

Ontario fr-om the cominncnicenmIt of the Reports
in Trinity Tern, 1823, to tuje present time, by
Christopher Robinson, Esq., Q. C, and P. J.
Joseph, Eaq., Il&rister-at-Law. Toronto. Row-
seoU & Hutchison, 1874.

of 870 pages, and included no0 less than
thirty-five volumes of reports.

This digest was a great relief to the

profession, though it was thought by

sonie that it would have been better to

have combined with it the contents of
the previous digest. Lt was intended by

the Editor to foilow it Up by a siniflar

publication every few years. This, how-

ever, was not doue, as Mr. Christopher

Rlobinson announced his intention of pre-

paring a consolidated. digest, which should

include ail the cases in the previous ones,

as well as ail which should appear up to

the tixue of publication.

As we have said Mr. Harrison's digest

contained the cases reported in thirteen

volumes of reports, Mr. O'Brien's those

in thirty-five volumes, and the present

one will contain the cases reported in

over one hundred volumes. These figures

alone will give some idea of the amount
of labour involved, and the extent of the

work. Lt is somewhat curious to remark,
enpassanft, that each succeeding digest

has contained about three tumes as mach

matter as the preceding onu.

Lt will be noticed. as a very important

feature in the new digest that the head

notes of many of the cases have beela
icondensed, and many of themn re-writtei3-

Lt cannot be denied that to make a reallY

good digest this was absolutely necessarYe

as in many volumes of the reports the

head notes were not all that could ha've

beeu desired.

This condensation of head notes suld

the grouping of cases, wbich decide prac-
tically the sanie point, strikes one at onaCe

as a great improvement on the forwer

idigests, as does also the fewness of dhe
cross references, the necessity for which

is obviated by repeating the head not
where, the niatter of it ie equally aP 1"'
cable to different 8ubjOcts.

The whole plan and style follow5'

icloéely that of Mr. Fisher's st digest, 00


