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The first is a long and well written, but to
our minds not a convincing article, containing
some rather startling propositions on a sub-
ject which has been already largely discussed
in all its bearings.

The reviewer commences by referring to the
following provisions of the different treaties
relating to the subject:—

Anrticle 111 of the treaty of peace, concluded
Sept. 8, 1783, is in these words:

“ Tt is agreed that the people of the United
States shall continue to enjoy unmolested the
right to take fish of every kind on the Grand
Bank, and on all the other banks of Newfound-
land ; also in the Gulf of 8t. Lawrence, and at all
other places in the sea where the inhabitants ot
both countries used at any time heretofore to fish;
and also that the inhabitants of the United States
shall have liberty to take fish of every kind on
such part of the coasts of Newfoundland as British

_ fishermen shall use, but not to dry or cure the
" same on that island ; and also on the coasts, bays
and creeks of all other His Britannic Majesty’s
dominions in America; and that the American
fishermen shall have liberty to dry and curve fish
in any of the unsettled bays, harbors, and creeks
of Nova Scotia, Magdalen Islands and Labrador,
as long as the same shall remain unsettled; but
as soon as the same, or either of them, shall Le
settled, it shall not be lawful for said fishermen to
dry or cure fish at such setilement without a pre-
vions agreement for that pur pose with the inhabi-
tants, proprietors, or possessors of the ground.”

The writer then goes on to say :—

“The treaty of peace signed at Ghent, Dec. 24,
1814, was silent upon the subject of the fisheries.
A correspondence soon thereafter arose, in which
the American Government maintained the posi-
tion that all the rights secured to citizens of the
Tnited States in 1783 were still subsisting, not-
withstanding the intervening war of 1812; while
the British cabinet iusisted that all these liberties
were swept away at the outbreak of hostilities
between the two countries. The convention
signed at {.ondon, Oct. 20, 1818, was the result
of these opposing claims, Article I, thereof is
as follows:—

* Whereas differences have arisen respecting
the liberty claimed by the United States for the
inhabitants thereof to take, dry, and cure fish on
certain coasts, bays, harbors, and creeks of His
Britannic Majesty’s dominions in America, it is
agreed between the high contracting parties that
the inhabitants of the said United States shall
have for ever, in common with the subjects of
His Britannic Majesty, the liberty to take fish of

any kind on that part of the southern coast of
Newfoundland which extends from Cape Ray to
the Rameaun Islands, on the western and northern
coasts of Newfoundland from the said Cape Ray
to the Quirpon Islands, on the shores of the
Magdalen Islands, and also on the coasts, bays,
harbors, and creeks from Mt. Joly on the southern
coast of Labrador, to and through the Straits of
Belle Isle, and thence northwardly indefinitely
along the coast, And that the American fisher-
men shall also bave fiberty for ever to dry and
cure fish in any of the unsettled bays, harbors,
and creeks of the southern part of the coast of
Newfoundland, hereinbefore deseribed, and of the
coast of Labrador: but as soon as the same, or
any portion thereof, shall be settled, it shall not
be lawful for said fishermen to dry or care fish
at such portion, so settled, without previous
agreement for such purpose with the inhabitants,
proprietors, or possessors of the ground, And
the United States hereby renounce for ever any
liberty heretofore enjoyed or claimed by the
inhabitants thereof, to take, dry, or cure fish, on
or within three marine miles of any of the coasts,
bays, creeks, or harbors of His Britannic Majes-
ty’s dominions in America, not included within
the above-mentioned limits. Provided, however,
That the American fishermen shall be admitted
to enter such bays or harbors for the purpose of
shelter, of repairing damages therein, of parchas-
ing wood, and of obtaining water, and for no
other purpose whatever. But they shall be under
such restrictions as shall be necessary to prevent
their taking, drying, or curing fish therein, or in
any other manner whatever abusing the privi-
leges hereby secured to them.”

Article 1. of the “ reciprocity treaty,” signed
June 5, 1854, so far as it is important to quote,
is as follows :— .

“ 1t is agreed by the high contracting parties
that, in addition to the liberty secured to the
United States fishermen by the above-mentioned
convention of Qct, 20, 1818, of taking, curing and
drying fish on certain coasts of the British North
American colonies therein defined, the inhabitants
of the United ‘States shall have in common with
the subjects of Her Britannic Majesty, the liberty
to take fish of every kind except shell-fish on the
sea coasts and shores, and in the bays, harbors,
and creeks of Canada, New Brunswick, Nova
Scotia, Prince Edward’s Island, and the severaj
islands thereunto adjacent, without being restrict.
ed to any distance from the shore, with permis-
sion to land upon the coasts and shores of those
colonies and the islands thereof, and also upon
the Magdalen Islands, for the purpose of drying
their nets and curing their fish, Provided, Thag



