
sniooth -and in places poluah tlhe underlying rocks. Af ter the

culmination of this period of cold, wvhich 'vas prob;ibly to somne

extent due to elevation of the continent, there succeeded an era of

inilder climate, wvith partial stibmergenee, followed again by a periodl of

re-clevation and increased cold, with a partil recurrence of the formier

g-lacial conditions, after whichi gradnally the ice retreated northward
and the present condition of surface began. to bc asstumcd. 'Traces of

the ice age vet exist in the elevated areas of the highest inouintain
ragseven in coprtvl low latitudes, and glaciers of considerabie

size are found in the Roeky Mountains of British Coluimbia at the

l)resent (lay.
The presence of the ice sheet is recognized by its.n.arkings upon the

t.sposed rock surface. Instanres of this are common on the led ges
:about Ottawva and even iii the heart of the eity itself, the grooving and
striation of the surface due to the planing of the ice being wvell seen, iii

the quarry at the corner of Sussex and R~ideau streets. In niany
cases also the action of ice. is recognized 'oy the presence of Brmoothly-
rounded hili. siopes. The direction in wvhich the ice passed if the

cxposed striated surfaces are weIl seen, can generally be told froni the
shape or contour of the elevations. Thus the rock surfaces away froui
the direction of ice-fiow, calledl the I le aide," are usually roughi and
-weather-wvorn, w'hile those -which face the direction of the flow are al

ice wvorn; hience the termn stoss seite, or struck side, is applied to the
latter.

lIn opposition to the theoiy of a great universal ice cap of immense
thickiiess just stated is the viev now eatertained by iany that the
inost of the glacial phenornena 'vere caused rather by a nuînber of sniall
or local glaciers wvhich hiad their source about the summits presumably
of every niountain range, and in their course followved the prevailing

configuration of the surface. This viewv is wvell siipported by the direc-
tion of tlue rock striations in the provinces of Quebec, Nexv. Brunswvick

anc Noa Soti, where the evidences in favor of a great sonth-easterly

nioving ice sheet are very fi<uw, and where the indications evidently

point in the other direction or in favor of local glaciers.
Ainong the supposed indioations of the presence of a «reat ice

slueet, besides the striation of the rock, is the presence of scattered


