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NATURAL HISTORY,

TUE SKINNEROF TXHIE 811,

organs, each for s peculiar use, affied an

e leneth of the lower mandible is five
inches, that of the upper aearly four : both
are oranse red at their base, but gradually
become black,  Now what e be the use
of such a bitt as this?  We have all seen
the way in which eels are speared.  Two of
the flat prongs of the mstiument used for
that purpose well represcat the bill of the
skimmer, and such wlois its use.  The
shizmier, as its nawe fmpots, is ever tia-
Lversing on wing the surlace of the oct.a,
J with the lower mandible just dipprnz bes

I neath the water, the zape of the mouth bewy

open; on meeting with its prey (which con-

"sists of the simaller hinds of fishes), itdoes .

proscented by that gendeman, and out of
tevenge he made o balbad upon st fhowas,
wliteti s sand 1o have been so bitter that the
proseation was redoubled, and he was ob-
fizcd 1o shehter himselfin London,  Ilere he
formed an acquaintance with the players
and was inrolled among thew, though what
sort ol characters he periormed does not ap-
pear. Mr. Rowe abserves, that he never
el meet with any further account of him
as ar actor than that his highest part was
the Ghost in bis own Hamlet.  The ecasl of
Soutlanpten was his paryeular fricad, und
hicaring that he had an inclination to make
 purchiase, but wanted the means, he gene-

not at once inguiph it in a wide capacins i tousty  ~ont him one  thousand pounds,
The structure of the organs of ammited { mouth, or grasp it with a strong hooked bifl, | Shakspeare was very intimate with Ben
beings, and the express adaptation ot those | but taking it across, runs it up between these j Johnson, who gives lum a high character in

bladed nmandibles by the impetuosity of its

inexhaustible sonrce of ratondd wguiry. § career, and thus securing it, swallows it at
Stuties of this Kind must ever wead te ele-" Jeisure.  The immense power of thght with
yate and expand our cusceptivas of the lwhich this bird is endowed, readers it per-
power und wisdow ol the God ol nature 5 7 fectiy at howe hundreds of wmiles from shore,
b they-load: us through an elabucnte cha of {upd 2hough it can swim with tolerable case,
catse unel eflect, of neansund cue, il we s seldom seen except on the wing,  Its
arrive ut the cause of causes, the Almichty, range is sather extensive, as it occurs along
the sell-existent Sehovah.  $ence is the the Awmerican coast from New York to
volume of nuture of no mean use to him who l Guiana, and even Brazil; itisnot, how-
“reads it aright, und hence do we prsent ever, confined to the seas of the new wosld,
these extracts from its pazes to our readers. ' being by no means uncommon in the East

We introduce this bud cn account of the | indies, both on the Malabar coast and that

singular mechanism of its bill.  Fhe bilf of

" of Coromandel.

[t is also found along the

Lirds affordsa clue to thew fucd anmd natural | shores of Senegal, in Afvica.

habits ¢ who can mistahe the purpose of the |

strong, hooked, dentated beak ot the fuleon?
who ofthe spatulate mandible of the spoon-
bill, or of the tong slender bill of the snipe
and curlew ?  In the present instance, also,
wehave un example of design, at the least as
clear, and, if we tegard the mechunism of
the organ, fully as remarkable, asis pos-
sessed by any of the feathered race.
Theskimmer is placed among the naturs}
family of laridee, or gulls ; itisa bird of
moderate size, being in length about twen-
ty inches ; its stretch of wing, however, is
very great, giving a meusurement of three
feet, The mandibles of the bill are very
compressed on the sides; the Jower is much
the tongest, and bears no unapt resemblance
to a knife-blade, or rather, perhaps, toa
sharp and slender paper cutter. The upper
is shorter, more pointed and rather stouter,
having its inferior edge channelled witha
grbove, for the reception of the lower blade,

which shuts somewhat like a razor iuto its
handles

BIOGRAPIY.

WILLIAM SHARSPEAME.

William Shakspeare, father of the Eng-
lish drama, was born of a good family at
Stratford-upon Avon in 1564, 1lis father,
who was a considerable dealer in wool, had
s0 large a fanuly that he could give him but
a scanty education. lle was indeed for

~me time at the grammar school at Strat-
focd, where he learnt the rudiments of the
Latin language, but was prevented from
making any further progress by bemng taken
home to follow his father’sbusiness. ~ While
he was yet very ﬁoung he marnied the
daughter of ome Hathaway, a substantial
farmer in the neighbourhood. Tuthis kind
of settlement he continued till, falling into
the company of some deer-stealers, he was
prevailed upon, more than once, to engage
in robbing the park of sir Thomas Lucy, of

Charlecote near Styatford.  For this he was

his  Discoveries.  After conducting  the
theatre maay years with great reputation, he
retired to lus native place, where his wit aod
zood nature tutraduced him to the acquain-
tanceof the gentleman in the neighbourhood,
Shakeepeare died m 1616, and was buried in
the chieh of Stratford, where @ wonument
15 placed to bis memory,

TIIE ClILDISH PURSULIT.
1 tell you they are children still,
Just as they were befure, .
Though now their heads are six feet high,
Instead of two fect four

Ifyou should happen to know the village
of Ashgrove, then you will agree with me,
that nothing more is wanting to render it
one of the prettiest placesin Lngland, than
to root up the old hollow oak tree, on the
areen, that shoots up its leafless and bark-
Jess Yranches into the air, and to pull down
the dirty cowhouse, near the blacksmith's
shop : bat, then, the dirty cowhouse belongs
to a poor worthy couple, who cannot afford
to part with it ; and the hollow oak tree is
the delight of all the old inhabitants of the
place who knew it in the days of their
youth, whenits goodly boughs were cover
ed with acorns and with oakballs, o! not
the old onk must not be rooted up, aund the
dirty cowhouse must not be pulled down,
for tl.2 aged, and the poor, have a cl2imon
our regard, and Ipity him who would tres-
pass on their peace.

It was one of the hottest daysin August
‘Thesun blazedin the heavens, while the few
clouds, which werein the sky, appeared to
be hung there to prevent his scorching rayl
from smiting the earth too intensively. ¥



