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THE RURAL CANADIAN.

HORSES AND CATTLE.
THE MARKING OF CATTLE.

oy

In an olaborato disoussion on herd-grazmg, | ug-are that it involves a degreo of indofinitoness, |
espeocially on extensive ranches 1n the North-West, | and, in some cases, would necossitate considerabloe I

. |
record their own uar-marks, because no pessible

variety could meot the wants of hundrods of dif-
ferent graziers.”
Tho only objeotions to this plan that oocur to

containod in the last roport of the Ontario Agri- | ear mutilation. The initials * W. B.” stand for
oultural College, Professor Brown suggests a|a great many other names besides ¢ William

method of marking cattle which 18 worthy the | Brown.”

William Benham, Galt, might claim

attention of stockmen. The importance of some | the unimal also olaimed by Willinm Brown,
trustworthy modo of proving ownorship of cattlo | Guelph ; and so on indefinitoly. Whero thero
will be readily admitted. It is desirablo to have | are several initials, there would be more outting
such a means of identifying animals ovon whero | and puncturing of the car than would be consis-

theyare not kept in large hords roaming the bound- | tent with its beauty or autonomy. Thero is &

legs prairie. Cattle sometimes go astray, anditis | Canadian whoso initials are G. N. A. F. T. D.
not always easy to prove proporty in them. How | Could a beast wag its ear or hold it up, if it were
to mark hornless cattle is becoming an important | marked with all theso letters and tho place of

question, now that the muley
breeds arc coming to the
front. On this point Profes-
sor Brown remarks :—

«The hot iron cannot be
used anywhere with chem ex-
cept npon the hoof, and this
would always be a very awk-
ward cheok-—in fact, 18 rarely
used ; branding on the skin
i only of one year's use, and
any other form of hair mark-
ing soon grows out, and ear
labelling would not do unless
everybody was above suspl-
cion. Itisewndentthata plan
of ear-marxing or hole-punch-
ing 18 wanted, and 1n order
to draw forth something bet-
ter, 1 beg to suggest the fol-
lowing :—

«“The two ears have four
distinet sides—two upper and
two lower—thus giving four
unmistakable base hnes, that
the commonestcowherd conld
not msmnterpret: (1) the
upper of the nght ear; (2)
the upper of the left ear; (8)
the lower of the right; and
(4) the lower of the left.—
Ses Fig. 1.

“The average length of an
ear being eight inoches, and
abont four inches in breadth,
there is space enough for
throe distinct positions on
each base — one near the
point, another in the centre,
and the third near the head;
these, on our four edges, sides
orbases, givetwelve positions.
The idea now is to arrange
such a plan of punch-holes
at these twelve places as will
represent all the letters of tho alphabet excepting
1 and Z,—therefore twenty four. My plan is as
follows :—Sec Fig. 2.

“ A double punch constructed to cut out a wedge
piece, and also a circular hole, will serve the pur
pose; and now supposing it is desired to mark
cattle belonging to William Brown, Guelph, the
cuts would take this position :—Ses Fig. 3.

s But, of course, the G could be omitted if con-
sidered confusing, and to meet the caso of similar
initials with a different name, such as Walter
Butler. tho last letter of both christian and sur
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pame can be added thus, the cuts being doubled l

as required :—Ses Fig. 4.

« And so on, in almost any variety. Were some
puch plan as this registered as the Government
stardard or index, much trouble would be saved,
" 881} conld not possibly be left to individuals to

! the matter.

Fig. 8.

VR, Br,, G.—~WaLtsz BurLxe, GopERIOH.

regidence ? This is an extreme case, and perhaps
tho Professor can devise a special way of meeting
it. No doubt there will be difficulties and objec-
tions in connection with this and every other pro-
posed plan of cattlemarking: The Professor
makes his suggestion with exemplary modesty and
diffidence: “in order to draw forth something
better.” 'We publishit as a valuable contribution
toward the solution of an imporiant practical
question in oconuection with stock-keeping, and
shall be very gled if it helps to draw attention to
Tt is needless to add that communi-
cations on this subject will be very welcomo to the
columns of the Rurar, Caxapnax.

Tex new frame barns are to be ereoted within
two miles ard a-half of Kinkora village this
summer.

ACTION IN WALKING.

How fow horsos really walk well, exhibiting, as
they should, a free, graceful, vigorous style of ae.
tion: for tho haok it is in constant demand, and has
long sinco established a monoyed value in dealers’
yarde. THorses aro required to move lightly,
quickly, firmly; tho lmco to bo woll bont, the

! shoulder to ovidenco suppleness and freedom. A

horse must be of the right stamp, for if he daes
not stand well ho can nover be firm yet corky in
his gait. As a wide-chested horso is invariably
unstendy in his paces, and treads unduly on the
vater quarter of his foot, a horso that leans must
step short and go on his toes. The nimble hack-
noy moves his legs in quick sucsession ; flat-footed
horsos go on their heels, Theso defeots import
faults in action, and dejective
aotion is both unsafo and un-
ealeable in the best market.
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to be the crucial test of valae.
A good walker, cateris pari-
bus, will perform well either
in the field or on the.road.
The sharp, quick lift, the
gracefal turn, the correot
stay, tho firm, flat, light,
grounding of the foot—these
are tho dosiderata, elegance
j with precision and safoty.
The lift should at all times
be sufficient; if insnfficient
he will knook his toe against
o stone, or some other ob-
stacle orinequality of surface;
whilst an oxaggeration of lift,
being more than is required,
will cause him to cross his
feet and speedy-cut. No
sprawling is edmissible. The
horse’s action in all his paces
must be collected. Many
high-aotioned horses, with
strong, upright feet and con-
cave soles, go on their toes,
The foot, when flexed in the
air, should evidence no lateral
deviation—4. ¢, mo dishing,
no darting. This will be best
observed in the trot,

The stay is excouted by
catching the foot sharply off
the ground, to be followed Ly
a graceful sweop, the direc-
fion being both forwards and
upwards. Now, this suspen-
sion in mid-air is one of the
finest tests of soundness, for,
any horse that is ssrewed in
his foot would, by force of
cironmstances, be ready to
afford the required rolief at the carliest oppor-
tunity. Hence the stay would bo indifferently
executed. So much for flexion or lifting, the
extension and stay, Our third pointis the approxi-
mstion or grounding of the foot. This must be
firm and flat; but no matter how high & horee
may go, he must tread lightly, which & horse with
longich pasterns and a deep oblique shoulder can-
not fail to do. .

To adjudicate on the walk. The effects rather
than the mannor should be appraised. A fast,
faulty, insecure walker should be rigorously re-
Jected. And again, though fast and safe, if rough,
thero is no pleasure in the mount. Itis valucless
aliko to breeder and dealer.

A natural ehort step must not be mistaken for
that cramped action, the sequelre of disease.
Foreign horses fight in their fore action, and go

The walk has ever beon hold .
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