
DitciMiisit23rd, t896.)

schoo! " lasting for a fcev weeks at a tie, there wvas
but littie attention giveit to the quality of the congre-
gational singing, wilîi, nevertheless, ini its spirit
and devotion, passessed a powerful clîarni to toticb
the heart andt stiîtîulatc religions ernotion. The
minister almost iuvariably appeared in the black
Geneva gown anti bauds, ini conformity with the
timie-ltoiîoured Scottisît practîce, certainly a becomi-
ing and tigififed adjuîuct ta the solinnity of public
worslîip, thte tise of wbich is ta be regretted, espe-

c in view of the decreasing veneration for sacrcd
,hnsand places, wvliclt is undermining nitîcli t tat

is noblest in aur national character.
The worshîppcrs of tîtat timie ere, as a rile,

revereut and devant in appearance and nanner.
Parents and chiltireîî %vaked tagether ta the krirk,
and sat tagelir there, the younger ailes utîder watch-
ftîi eyes vl ti hq uic kly froîvued ton any synîptomi
of inattentiaon or levity. The unseemly w'isperinîg
and tittering ainong youtîg folks,%vhicli is too comnnon
in miodern congregations, %vould neyer have been for
a moment tolerateti, and at'y flagrant atnd persistent
offender would prabably have becîtIl deait with " by
thte session. The titues for public worsbip wvere the
morning and afternoon, the Sabbatlt evening being
supposeti to be the tinie vhtc parents, at leisure
fron thte engagements if te eek, conît superintent
the religionîs tcaciîing of tîteir fainîlies, as they, ere
faithfully exhortedtot do fron thte pulpit. The Sab-
bath school met inimediately lifter thie close of after-
noon service, about four o'clock. Trhe ait-fashioneti
minister preferred ta be his own superintendent, and
offiially openedthte scîrool, Ilgiving out " the lessons
for the folowing Sunday, according ta a scheine of
his on ; for, of course, in those days an IlInterna-
tional scîxene of lessons " liat itever been heard of.
Nevertheless, tme chiltren gaineti a very fair know-
ledge of Bible history, andi, accordîng ta Scottish
custoni, cominitted ta nieîtîory niany of the niost
striking passages of Scripture. It was ustal ta pre-
scribe from four to six verses for eacli lessan, in addi-
tion ta the qtuestion from the Catechism and sanie
verses af a psaim or paraphrase, A single isoiated
text would neyer have been considereti an adequate
lesson, and the children of those tays, less burtiened

it secular lessons titan the over-driven clîildren of
to-day, seemed ta finti no difficulty caming well pre-
paredtot Sunday school. It wvas by fia means un-
cainnon for theiii ta learti a whole parabie at once,
mucli the most effectuai vay of mastering it. Tie
children af that day may not htave learned Sa nîuch
of ail the "lologies," but tltey certainly knewv ntch
more of thteir bibles tItan the Il smarter" generation of
to-day. It wvas the rinister's customnta make the
round of ail the classes, giving a wvord of encourage-
ment to eaclh teacimer and getting a brief report of
thte progress of thte pupils, aftcr whicli only lie would
retire ta get a wel-arned rest. Wltether or na it
wvas due ta his persanal supervision over the attend-
ance, tîtere seemedtot be no difficultv in keeping the
children punctual and attentive without such adven-
titiaus aids as festivals or picnics, bathi the inanners
and the maoraIs of the children camparing very fav-
ourably witli those wvicli have been formed under a
different régine. The congregation, too, got an sane-
howv very %vell withaut sociais or entertainments of
any kint, the working order andthte good-feliowsbip
of the church praspering, Wvhile the conditions o! the
work were mucît simpler than in aur day o! clurch
parlours and k-itchens anîd other expensive and com-
piex macltinery. The direct system wvas generally
praýctised, and people erjoyed it, finding, fia doubt,
the blessing proinised ta those wvho Ilgive, asking for
notbing again."

The Communion seasans occurred oniy twice a
year ; and, indeed, the nunîber o! services cantîectcdwitli eaclî celebration would have mate greater
frequetîcy ainîost impossible. There wvas always-
foliowing thte aid Scottislî custom-a Il fast.day " or
day o! preparatian, usually on the Friday previaus,
on wvIich service was liedt marning andi afternoan.
Business people ciosed tlîeîr shops or suspended
their work, andi caine ta cliurch bath times with
their families, almost as if it were a Stnday. On
the Satnrday afternoon, there was another prelimin-
ary service, and, after a sermon, and a solerrin
exhortation froni the ninister, whio generally sought
assistance froni bis nearest brethren in the preaching
of these preliminary services, the i"session wvas
constituted," andtihte customary Iltokens o! admis-
sion," were distributed ta the intending communi-
cants, as tlîey filcd ini a long and solemn procession
past the rinister with bis assembleti eiders. Tire
Communion service itself was a long-protracted.,one,
as it was the practice ta keep up the Scotch custotnio!
several "ltables." The square pews, with athers matie
square for the occasion, wvere useti for the communi-
canits, the tables being draped in Ilfair white linen
cloths," thus preserving the primitive character of
the Sacrament ap a holy feast. As these tables
could flot accommodate nearly ait the commt'rni-
cants, there wvère tivo, thrce, or more separate table
services, as the case might be, anti as these came after
a morning service o! near1y the usual lenth-
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including sermni, teclnically caliedthte Il action
sermon 'Lit nmay be easily in!erred tîtat tîte vhole
proceedings wvere flot concluideti tili tlree or fouir iin
tîte afternoon. Vet nîany of tîte people remainet in
chtircîx ttrough the wvbole cerenionial, and, strange
as it may naw seein, titi îot futd it toa lonîg i
Nay, mtore ; after the protracted service describet,
tîtere wvas att eveîîiîg servce-flic only occasionî ou
îvhicli titis variation occurred-aitd tîte 'i,-egatioît,
far froi îseeiniig e.\îtatisteti îitlî its previauts
cliurclt.going, tuirîet out in fLll farce ta what wvas
always aile of tlîe iost spirted and i itercstiug
services of the year. But ii sane very olti-fasmiomed
kirks, even this fnnctioî titi not ternîinate tîte series
of special services, for tbe aid Il Mantay sermonit
of aid Scottibli parishes %%as perpettuated, andt iere
were fount people wiling ta contie out tu ît. Bt
t1iis latter uvas the exception, itot tîte rule.

The collectionts takien up at ail titese services for the
poar o! the congregation gecr.illy sufficeti for tîte %vidi
ows and sîckly persasbvito were alnost tîme sole
charges ai thte fint. l ttose days tîere w.îs
work ettotîgli for aill a canît do it, anti
aur îîow pressinîg problei of "l poverty anti
the tinenîployeti " were far ii tîte fttute. Onte
quaint littie ctistani, in sonte places cotinected
witli the comnmunionî seasoit, teserves contiîeiora-
tion. 'rw~o o! tîte most venerable eiders %vote accuis-
toniedt ta lîeet at tîme iianse on the Saturtay evenàaig
before the Communion, ini ort:Iesuo preparcthie brei
ta be use an thie occasion. Tltey nsuîally took tea~
at the mntse, anmd, as soon as tItis ivas over, tlhe
table uas coveret witli a fresît îNlite clotlî, andthte
tvo large boaves %vote brouglittit. The eiders care-
fully careftiîly paret off ail tîme cruîst except on one
site, andthoin cit the nicely rotnîtîet ioaves îîtto a
number o! slices of equal si/.e, the whole being left
ready ta be liftet ont, wvîile tîte faimn of the loaf re-
inaitîcti intact. Tltey were tdieuî ieatly wrappet mn
fitne linon napkins, and set aon te sîlver plates useti
for tîte purpase. In serving the tables, tîte afficiatiimg
eiders hiandeti inta each pew a portion of ane of
tîtese slices, wvlicb ivas passet on til ilIlitat lielpeti
tliemselves-a practtce stili foilowed in our more con-
servative Canadian chirches. Baptisîtîs, as a mIle,
ivere soleninizet in thte citurcît, except in thte depth
of ivinter or unter otîter excepttoiîai circunistances.
The tinie ias tsnally the afternion service, and as
the vestry ivas generally at the entrance of the
cîturcli, it ivas rather an ordeai for themenotiiers or
nurses wvtt i teir infants in tîteir anms to alak np
thte long aisle ta the foot of the puipit, wvhere tîme
miinister stoot îvbile performiitg the ceremiony. Mar-
niages, on thte otîter liaitt, iere theit alîvays per.
forneti in tte borne o! the bride, or wiîen this ivas
iot practicable, at tlîe niarise, the ninister ltaving
frequently ta, provide thte itnesses fron i ls awn
houseitai. Altliougbi, iin those tiays, lte I"Encîto-
logion " liat flot been iteard of, eaclî minîster usnally
ltad a certain form o! lus awn, for batli marriage anîd
baptismal service, andti îougli it pantaok, o! course,
of the intiivituality of the partîcular minister, it %vas
often very solenin atît impressive, bath tbe contract-
ing parties in niarriage, aîît the parents wîo couse-
crated their chiltren in baptismi, having their duties
anti respoiîsibilîties very clcarly set before tbem. Iu
tbe saine îvay, eaclirîinister ltad bis own set farn for
tise at funerals and titis ivas ofteî most toîcling anti
impressive.

The olti-fasitioneti inîister ivas, like lis people,
sober-nindet, corîservative, tenaciaus o! aid ideas
and îvays, anti perhaps somewitat slow at îvelcom-
ing new ones. H-e ivas geueralv a devoteti pastor,
-faithful in deaiing with lus people publiciy and
privately, and in most cases even more attentive ta
the poor tItan ta the ich, often assisting the former
!rom bis own not too lieavy purse, especially care-
fui a! tite needs o! those wvio ltad "lseen better tays "
and therefore ivere sensitive about accepting needeti
lielp. His practice o! paying regular pastoral î'isits
ta ail Iis cougnegation in tnrn enabied hinita keep ini
touch ivitlithtem ail, ant ile ivas, in generai, tîte
trustet and sympathizing frienti and coîtfidant o! ail
in their troubles, o!fîvbatsoever natuire. His sernîons
ivere plain and practical, and lie did not lay hinisel!
ont ta attraci by either rhetoric or oratory, recogniz-

ing his duty, as being simply ta, teachi and exhoit.
Yet liteliad, also, a bighi scuse o! the dignity o!flte
puipit, o!f vicli lite îould have considered it an in-
fraction ta intratuce into itis sermons eitlîer a sioven-
ly expression or a quiotatian frani current slang. Ile
tmusteti mainiy in the faith!ni use of scriptural ex-
position, and -in some cases, a short, pureiy exposi-
tory lecture preceded the morning sermon. His
prayers %vore as care!uily considered as lus sermons,
abounting in scriptural expressions, which, tbougli
often recurring, neyer seemedtota hse theïr fitncss and
soiemnity. Sometiînes the old-!ashioîeti ministen
ivas Eometbing ofa! alMoterate," in whicli caselixe
ivas apt ta piactise a littie more worldly con!armity
than Nvas at that tinte considered befitting by the
mare serions parishioners. But even in such cases
lie was, as a rule, carefttl o! tbe dîgnity o! bis sacreti
office, earnest in' lus preaching, soiemn and impniessive
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in thc services of the sanictutary, just and kind, and
niorcover, a 1« gentleman, to whoîtî a inean or dotibt-
fui expedient, or an uinworthy sbtetrfuige %vuuid have
been iimplossible, and whio believed ini no religion
that liad flot a firm foundation oit the rock of righit-
eousncss. I-is eiders were olteni inuicli ater his own
pattern, and indced hiad often becn inouided by lits
influncec. 'J.'ey look an autive anîd intelligenît inter-
est in the allaîrs of the congregatiait, asbîstîîîg tu
visititîg the poor anîd needy, ca operatcd wvith hinitin
ail bis plans, and i n genceral the nmeetings of session
wvcre niost pîcasant andi ainîcable consultations,
the mîiistcr always inaking hb ieders feel thcy liati a
full share in ail that caîîcer-ned the %velfarc of their
joint charge. Thc ladies of lte congregation w~ere
ac-tive lhelpers, theni, as iiowv, aidîiiithe collecting
uf funds for special puirpuses, andtinîaling, w'th their
own hands, a stock of w ilter "arientsb to lit ont
nieedy childreiî ta attenid clitîrchi and SSuîiday,-bcliool.

-Laictwr lten:porti ici.' h is easy ta idealîse olti
ti 1-- !-perlîaps borne one inay tiliîik. \Veil, the
olti tlmes arc gone iitthte .turnal silence. Ih is w~ell
that %ve sîotid not forget %vitat: ve awe themi, and ail
that they diti for us. 1 bey speak to us yet by theîr
%vorks, ivliclx folloîv thein. It is sale to say titat a
large proportion of tlhe best eleîiiîeits iii the lîfe of our
itircîitut-day %verc foritîctid tinder the regimje lîecoutt-

lînied. Thte Catiadian Chîîircli lias inîiieîisely en-
largeti lier boutis silice tlîeti; ii, nutube:rs, tii ealth,
ini povvel and uîihtence, lier bottiels arc exienLietibe-
yond anytluiig lte tnost saniguine. of lier fouîicers
could have dreainet. Tlîat trin ny thiîîgs site lias
matie progress with a progressive age tliere caît bc
no tmariner of doubt. But hîav-e %e, oit tie other
fand, lost nothing of thie faithful, unostentat 10us
perseveralice in %veill ting-the social andi indus-
trial upriglîtness, lte quiet self.devotîou to duty,
the sinplicity of lîfe, the geniltec realîty anti wlîole-
heartedriess, wvliîchtrii the manî, characte izîeti te oit-
fashioned cchttrchtand lte old-faslîtanet iiister

lingston.

DY C. c. WVi.11.

The sumnier bird lias crossed the main,
For autumrn 's vnds are chlllîng fast.
And vvailing is the north wvind's blast

Across the cold, gray. grassless plain.

Th' utately flover lhas bent its hecad
To wvorship at another shrîne.
For summers god has potircd the vwine,

And quiet rests upon his bed.

Ail nature weeps and %vails aloud.
For leaf and blade liave pabsed away
To mingle wvith the mouldering -Jay,

And calmly vwait their snovvy s'nrouâ

As thus I stalMonte and dreani.
-0f vwhat is novv and vbat liath been,'

That friend of vore, that friend unseen,
Seems losuta ome beyond the stream

Which flovvs with deep and sullen roar
Par out int the dark, cold niglît.
Xhere gleams no clear and beacon light,

But deadly breal<ers swcep the shore.

But sumnier birds again l'il sce.
MVen skies are clear and frosts no more,

The-verdant south Nwill prove a door
Through which sill coine the blooin and bee.

0 Christ 1 what wondrous thouglit is this!
That ail should lîve again in Thee,
From shade and death to he set free,

And none of ail God's loved ones miss.

So 1 can trust tny friend ta greet;
Thus topes anevv my achîîng heart,
For though for years vce've been apart,

God hath ordained aur paths ta mecet.

Yes. Christ is good and God is love,
The Spirit is a mîghty povver.
And svhen %-e pass ulrough deathis dari, hour

In faitb we'll meet sith those above.
Brampton, November 2ist, zS96.

There is nabornte like te bointe of aur ixîfartcy
no remnembrances lîke thosec f aur youth , the aId
trees wlîose tapmast bouglhs we have clinibed, the
liedge containîng that p r ie, a btrd's îest, the fatry
tale wve heard by thme firesîde, are thtrîgs tif deep and
serions interest in maturit y. l'liebcart, crtished or
hardened by its intercaurse %wîth the wo arid, ttîrns
with affectionate tielighit to its eariy drcams. How 1
pity those wlîose childhoat has been tnhappy ! To
themn one of the sîveetest bprings of feeling has been
utterly denied,tbe imost green and beautiful part of life
laid %vaste. But to those îvhose sprîng lias been what

spling should ever bu-fresli, buoyartt, anid giadsome,
ivhose cup has flot been poisaned at lte fitst draughit
-how delicious is recoilection! they truly know the
pleasures of memory.-GE:oRGE ELIOT.


