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_ Pastor and People.

For Tug CANADA 1'RESAYTRRIAN,

WITH WILLING HEARTS.

There is need, 1t scems to e, of more teaching
on the subject of contributing to the support of re-
ligious work, 1 hive read 'THE CANADA PRESBY-
TERIAN regularly for a number of years, vet I can
recollect but few artuieles s which this most unportant
matter received the consuderation that ot deserves,
And this 1s the more surprising to e simce | know
that there are many able men Fn the Church vho fenl
strongly that there is roam for a nughty clevating of
the standard here. 1 do not refer so much to the
amount contributed as to the manner or spitit in which
it is given. Not lon‘: agoy i conversation with a
fricnd who had recently bren interested in the busld.
ing of a new church, this subject was discusscd,
and his testimony was . “ It 1s nflnosl impossible to
get maney for hurch work by a direct appeal to the
!)coplc. The moncy must be ‘rased® by some
scheme'—~you must have a social or a bazaar, or
something of that sort 1*  The congiegation of which
he spoke may have been one of those exceptions of
which * Knoxonian” discoursed so pomntedly a hitle
time since ; but 1 am afraid it was not one of a very
small minority. I do not wish now to discuss, directly,
the “social” question.  Let me satisfly mny conscicnee
bly the declaration that the amount handed into a
church treasury as the proceeds of the ordinary social
is very far from bemyg an offenng without spot or
wrinkle or any such thing ; and pass on to point out

(1) That the nccessity for socials as a means of
mas_mjz money would cease if the people were ahve to
their duty and privilege in coming up to the help of
the Lord.

n&'_.‘) That, therefore, as the growth of certain weeds
indicates poverty of soil, the prevalence of such
socials shows a low state of spiritual life ; and

(3) That the pastor and office-bearers who encour-
age such socials arc not only neglecting the training of
their flock on a most important point of religious
duty, but are actually debauching the consciences of
the people.

For convenmehee, 1 use the word * social™ to cover
all money-raising schemes, as opposed to reliance
upon the direct, systematic and "ifp not spontancously
—at lcast) frecly-given offerings of the people,

Unless we arc prepared to deny that it is a duty,
just as binding as any other, to give in some reason-
able proportion to our ability, for the support of re-
ligious work prepared to deny that giving is an act
of worship, | awm unable to sce wherein these money
raising devices arc much less heathenish than the
prayer-wheels of the Chinese. 1 know some very
zealous’people who speak and act as if the conversion
of the world depended on the amount of work done by
themselvesand others.  If they admit Providence toa
shate of the work at all it is only as their agent-
they are the principals. \Whatever formal acknow-
ledgment of it may scem to be implied in certam
praycr-phrases which they have got into a habit of
using, they practically overlook the truth that God,
out of the infinite stores of Hi. wisdoin and power,
has chosen a plan for the conversion of the world
wherein He can call us to the high privilege of co-ope-
ration with Him. And, overlooking this, they natu-
rally do not examine it in the light of the Bible records,
which, if they did, they would discover this furtiicr
truth, that our co-operation is important first and
chiefly in respect to its influence upon ourselves,
Dilligent preaching and teaching of this would settle
this *“social” question—would quicken the spiritual
life of the people— would bring down a fuller blessing
upon mission work—and would, experfo crede, enrich
church and mission treasuries in mere count of dol-
lars,

Without the blessing of the Lord our work is vain.
Will His blessing follow contributions wheedled out
of unwilling pockets by devices, too often of a ques-
tionable character? Will His blessing rest upon a
Church which permits, even encourages, a resort to
such devices for is there not in the fact that such
devices are resorted to an implication dishonouring to
Him.

I trust that some abler pen than mine will put this
matter before our Church as it ought to be put before
it. I trust that ministers and office-bearers will take
it into prayerful consideration. If faithful, carnest
sermons, winged with prayer, on such texts as Exodus
xxxv. 5; t Chron. xxix.9; Malachi i. 8 «/ seg; and
Luke xxi. 2, 3, 4, would not work something like a revo-
lution in any such congregation as that to which the
friecnd 1 have mentioned refeyred, thed are we of ail
men most miserable, for our preaching and our faith
alike are vain.

A MINISTER W THE MINISTRY.

Phillips Brooks for spiritual impresstons and impres-
siveness is the greatest mintster in the American pulpst.
Last week,in acourse of lectures on the principal pro-
fessions by eminent members of each, he addresced
the students of Harvard College on the ministry. It
is significant of the interest of the students in *he
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man and the subject thrt long before the hour the
room was filled to overflowing,

Mr. Brooks has no narrow conception of the Chris-
tian ministry, of its work, of its demands, or of its
worth, He believes that the clergyman should be a
leader in every moral and rehgious movement. He be-
tieves that his ficld is the world, in the sense that every
suestion relative to human welfare holds relations to,
and makes demands upon, the minister. e belicves
the mistry need not limit the minister’s growth as
to opmons or conceptions of docteines. The pro.
fessidn scems to him the noblest and broadest, and in
many ways the tost attrictive and richest, in holy in
fluences.  Its promise of usefulness to a young man
is auspicious. Ilc says, a8 reported ¢

“Now, what of the ministry of the future? We
look forward to a greater simplicity, and to a greater
union of those twoﬁ(mds of things, the natural and the
supernatural. 1 know no difference between these
two except that of progress; the supernatural of to-
day may be the natural of to-mosrow.  And so a man
sces his ficld growing larger. Things which were
once arbitrary are now manifesting their cssential
natures.  And there 15 to be a closer connection be-
twen the truth which rehigion teaches and the moral-
ity wlich it brings, Onc cannot hope to teach God,
except as e folds Hunself about our hearts. The
institutions of the past will be filled with new vitality.
A man who puts his hand to the plough of the minis-
trr to-day puts himself before the niches of all ages.
‘The ministers of the future may have a hard fight
tomamntain, but if they exercise the reahty of strength,
they will have no losing light. Nolife is so tine as
that onc which cultivates itself for the good of its fel-
low-men.  Such a man is saved from selfishness and
conceit,  He stands in a peculiar relation to the world
of ideas and the world of action, and is demanded by
both. If I am right, the munistry 1s the noblest of all
professic n=."

For Tit CANADA PRESRYTHRIAN,

THE NAME OF JESUS.
BY JOUN IMRIE, TORONTO.

Sweet name, what cadence in the very sound 1

What heavenly music in the utterance found,

When whispered in the car of dying saint,

Tho' spent with pain, and pulse and heart beat faint ;
Yet, at the name of “rlcsus * dath his eyes

Seck outs in love, and peace, and glad surprise,

And then forever close tn swecet content

To open them in heaven—a life well spent !
Oh, !csusl Thine the ever potent power
To charm, to heal, to bless, in trial’s hour ;

Let afl the world Thy name with reverence hear,
And trust Thy power to save ; with holy fear
Approach the foutstool of Thy matchless grace
And find in Thee their soul’s dear resting place !

SENSITIVENESS T0 MORAL DANGER.

It 1s said that if the least breath of acid-tainted air
pass over the delicate litinus paper, instantly its purple
tlashies out into red.  The sudden change of the paper
from purple to red 15 a better argument for the
presence of the acid, for all practical purposes, than
the most thorough analysis of the chemist.  So there
is a certain sensitiveness of the soul to the unseen but
ever present moral atmosphere that enfolds the
characters of others.  We cannot avoid receiving im.
pressions from those with whomn we come in contact.
By a mystenous but ever present law of our being we
not only give but receive impressions.

‘This native susceptibility to impression would ex-
pose us t2 untold dangers were 1t not for the sensitive
consciousness of the moral nature to the unseen in-
fluences which flow out from the characters of others.
We cannot approach moral danger without knowing
it. There are persons from whose very sight we
shrink, whose very presence suggests evil unthought
of before. It 15 impossible to enter an atmosphere
fraaghted with poison invisible. Ere we know 1t, its
presence has been detected by this sensitive conscious:
ness, which 4s to the moral nature what the delicate
lite.sus 1s to chemistry, and the alarm bell of the soul
has been rung.  I'his delicate sensitiveness to evil 1s
something that ought to be chenished and culuvated,
for though it bring> new possibilities to pain, it in like
measure strengthens the safeguards of virtuz,

It is also well to sce that there are no weak spots in
the character where the germs of moral disease may
find a todgment. Men may walk unharmed annd an
atimospliere loaded with malaria, or may breathe fora
time air that s charged with the germs of diseasc
without suffering harm, because tue disease germs can
find no weak or unprotected spot in which to begin
their deadly work.

\While in the world 1t is impossible to avoid inbaling
a moral atm~sphere that is as disease-laden as the
air of an overurowded city or of a malarial district.
But with a knowledge of the danger to which we are
cxposed, and armed with a robust and healthy spiri-
tual constitution that stoutly resists and persistently
throws off the impurities that assault amr endanger,
we may walk with safety the foulest paths and most
perilous ways.

illustrates the danger of having a single weak or un.
protected spot in the soul nature.  She was presented
with nn ivory casket by her teacher that was notto be
openced for a year.  When the year had passed, with
trembling hiaste she unlocked the treasure; and lo!
on the satin liniag ln?' o shrord of sty the form of
something beautiful, but the beauty gone. A slip of
mrchment  contained  these words - ** Dear pupll,
carn a lesson in your hfe. This srinket, when ene
closed, bad upon it only a spot of sust; by neglect it
has become the uscless thing you now behold, only
a blot on its pute surroundings  Soa little stain upon
rour character will, by inattention and negleet, mar a
bright and useful life, and in time leave only the dark
shadow of what mght have been—slssociule Re-
Jormed Prestyterian,
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W12LL NOT GO PROVIDE ?

1 do not doubt that 1 am speaking to some here this
morning who have had many losses and crosses in
their business. Instead of getung forward they are
gog back, and pedhiaps even bankruptey stares
thew in the face; or possibly, bemg hard-working
men, they may have been long out of employment,
and nothing scems now to be before their cyes but
the starvation of themsclves and their little ones. It
is hard to bear this. Tlus 1s anJiron that entercth
into the very soul.  But dost thou doubt, O believer,
dost thou doubt as to whether God widl fulfil His
promise, wherein He saul. “ihs place of defence
shall be the munitions of rocks  bread shall be given
him; his waters shall be sure”? Wouldst thou
question the advice of thy Master: * Therefore take
no thought, saying, what shall we eat, or what shall
we dnnt.or wherewithal shall we be clothed? For
after all these things do the Gentides seek "7 * Be-
hold the fowls of the air; for they sow not, neither do
they reap nor gather into barns; yet {our Heavenly
Father feedeth them,” And so you think that your
Heavenly Father, though He knoweth that you have
need of these things, will yet forget you! Perhaps
your affliction will continue upon you till you dare to
trust your God, and then it shall cad.  Full many
there be who have been tried and sore vexed, till at
1ast they have been dryven in sheer desperation to exer-
cise faith in God. and the moment of their faith has
been the instant of their dehiverance; they have seen
whether God would keep His promise or not. And
now, O true behever, what sayest thou to this picture?
In the cold, cold winter, when the snows have fallen
thick on every tree, and the ground is hard and crisp,
ye have sometimes seen the charitable man open
wide the window of lus house and scatter crumbs
along the white snow, and ye have seen the birds
come from all the trees around, and there they eat
and were satished. A slanderer, who lives next door,
tells you that man starves tus cluldren. Do you be-
lieve him! Feed the sparrows and neglect the off-
spring of his loins! Give crumbs to birds and not
feed his sons and daughters ! You feel instinctively
that the kind heart that remembers the fowls of
heaven must yet more ranember his own offspring.
But what sayest thou to this picture conrerning thy-
self? Thy God heareth the voung ravens when they
cry, and giveth liberally to all the creatures that His
hand hath made.—C. #. Spurgeon.

LIFE'S FRICTION.

Life is full of friction, and he who is most disposed
to assert lnmself is the man who will feel the friction
most unpleasantly ; but that is just because he needs
it most, Just as friction tends to wear down the irre-
gulanties of surface, and to reduce all that unduly as-
serts itself, even so the long friction of life is designed
to modify our idiosyncrasics, and to check our seltish-
ness, and to discipline our seif-will, so that we may be
the better fitted to play our part as the mirrors of
Christ.

Have you cver thanked God for the trials and wor-
nies and disappointments and cares of life, because
they are designed .o bear so importaut a part in affect-
ing your sanctification?  What would become of us
1f we could have everything just as we might wish?
Should we not become, like spoiled children, a nui-
sance to ourselves, from our pecvish wilfulness, and to
cveryone else with whom we might have to do? Yes;
thank God for the ! 'ng friction of life ; but oh, let us
sce to it that we gain by it, and do not lose. 1 notice
that some peopic seem mjured by this very discipline,
which 1s designad to benefit us ; and, alas { not only
worldly people. We are not surprised av that ; but
even true Christians scem sometimes only driven fur-
ther from God by the very things that should bring us
nearer to Him.  The long worry and the many cares
of lifc should make us feel how needful it is to lean
hard on Him who alone can calm the stormy waves
of lif’s rough sea, and make all things alike work to-
_gether for our good. But how common a thing it is
to meet with backsliding and unstable souls, who will
tell you that they have had so much trouble and care,
and so many difficulties in life, that they have lost the
hold they once had on God, and no longer walk with
Him,.as they once did ; and when this is so, the fric-

A story is related of an Arabian princess that aptly

tion of life does harm instead of good.—Rev. W, H.
Aitken. :



