
ROI) AiVI) GUiV IN CANVADA

ilatagami Lake. Aw-,ay ou the opposite
shoro thc sotting sujn shone on a littie
group of white buildings, an(. high abovo
the largest floated the red flag o! the Coin-
pany. -£ho little clearîing besîde, theý Fort
wvas dettcd with touts and tepees. Thoro
the Indians were oncamped with their chl-
drcn and their dogs. Thcy had been there
since spring, -%vlen they brought' in their
furs and paid their last year's dobt to tire
Company. There they wvouid romain until
the trapping soason camne again. In the
inoantime they ate, siept, and ran a
"debt" with the Company.

That night we camped on a higli bluff,
overlooking the lake, where a hundred years
ago stood the old Fort Matagami. The
present Fort is loeated on the opposite
.shore on a site known as Il The Battie-
fid.' In the old days when the l'North-
wvest Company" had a trading post at Mat-
agami Lake, this was the scene of the
bloody confliets between the Voyagedrs and
Indians of the rival compales.

The fo!iowing day we spent at the Fort,
taking photographs and buying supplies.
Sait pork is twenty cents a pound at Mat-
agami, and is pure fat ; flour costs'$12. a
barro[, prices of other articles are in pro-
portion.

During the day we witnossed a chase in
wvhich seventy-two of the seventy-throe
half-starved huskie dogs at tire Indian
Camp participated. The seventy-third dog
wvas runniing awvay wvith a bonc. In the ev-
ening a brigade arrived with supplies, and
that night there was to be, a dance in the
Company's kitchen.

'We were there early. The kitchen was
buit o! logs ; tallow candies placed bore
ar'd there, on sheives and beams, shed a
flickering iight around the smoke-biackeiid
room. Although it wvas in Augnst, there
was a biazing f ire in a stovo !,. one corncr;
a second corner wvas occupied by a box
containing a litter of huskie pups.

After a wvhile the da;cers began to ar-
rive. Indian girls, their heads covered
with briglit shawls and wvearing dresses of
gaudy calico ; the mon with coloied band-
irerchiefs knotted at the throat, beaded
moccasins of moose bide, and long bril-
liant sashes, the fringed ends of which
dangled to their knees.

A haîf breed sat by the stove, producing

strange an(l awfui soumis fromn a fiddle,
whie the excited dancers Yelled and pound-
cd the floor witi tiroir mnoccasincd foot. Ils
soon as one set became e.xhaùstcd others
took their place. Now and thon an old
squaw, with a baby at lier back, wvould en-
ter quietiy and sit clown iii a corner on
the floor. We wvent back to camp at 3 a. mn.
and at daybreak we couid stili hear the
yeiis across the lake.

Froni Fort Matagaini wc were going to
Flying Post. Old Aleck had been over the
route fifteen or twenty yoars bolore. WVo
askcd the Ind;,.ns at the Fort about it.
"No one over goos that wvay', they said,-
later wve loarned wvhy. Thon wve asked Mil-
lar, who lias heen Factor at Matagami for
twenty-six years. Miliar shook his head,
"lIt's a hard trip", hoe said,-and Millar
knows.

In order to reachi Flying Post, 'we had to
retrace our course to iMinnie-sin-a-qua
Lake. In going up the river we wore oblig-
ed to pole up twvo rapids, wvhich we had
run, coming clown. At the first rapid Pete
and the Doctor got their c'anje across the
current, it fiied rapidly and they had to
junip, the water beiii,; only waist deep,
Th:e bread, saIt and tobacco were submerg-
ed and were flot iniproved thereby. The sec-
ond rapid is langer than the first, and
flows into a deop) black pool. Last spring
a Government Fire-Rangor tricd to run
clown, his canoo struck a rock and over-
turned. Now thene is a littie wvooden cross
on the shono and the rapid has a naine.
They cail it, "lDead Man's Chute".

Fnom Minnie-sin-a-qua Lake we paddled
to tire Northwest, following t1be course of
a small creok, wvhich liad its source in a
little pond, alinest overgrowvn wvith marsh
grass. This wvas really tire boginning of
the road to Flying Post. Rithorto wve lad
traveilod a route used by the* Company's
canoes and the pontages liad been compan-
atively smooth and wvell defined. No\v *ve
were following a course traverseà1 but sol-
dom by a solitary Indian. The trails, wvierr
thore Nvere any, between lakos, wvere ovor-
grown with hushos and blocked by fallen
trees, the niosquitoes tonmented us incoss-
antly.

Leaving the creek we crossed tWo smaii
lakes. Twice wo had to resort to thp
tump-lines, the last time for a mile, over


