
THE FAVORITE.,____

Up to this point, Agatha had liitened impa.
tiently lu the adjoining room, wondering1
whether It would be destrable to show hepueif
and by that means commence her attack upon
the unsrspecting Colonel.

But now that bce had began to taik upon
fatherly love, she thought il would be oppor-
tune to step forward; so, turuing the handle of
the door, she appeared on the thresbold, exact.
ly opposite the Colonel, wbo was seated upon
the sofa.

The widow greeted ber wlth a look of asto.
nishment, but the Colonel rose gailantiy, and
ineasuired ber frorn head to foot.

Agatha burried at once towards hlma, and
seized bis band passionately.

"i bave sorne caims to this love you say you
would have possessed for a daugbter 1"1 she said,
wltb fervor. IlSurely you cannot be angry
any longer with xny poor Howard ? Tirne bas
softened your beart-give Up your obstinate
prej u(lces !"1

Poor Agatha! she had rusbed headiong into
the subject, flot rnding wbat she was snying.

The Colonel stared for sorne ime at ber lu
sheer amazement ; but wben she ta4ked of bis
prejudices, his annoyance becamne apparent
to botb, andl tbe admiration the lovely chid
lad juat awnkened ln hlm, departed, ieaviug
only gail and wormwood ln [ta stead.

The Colonel made use of the first pause
Agatha ailowed herseif, by sayiug, "dDear me,
madamn ! you take me evidentiy f.>r one of
those fatbers lu a tragedy; but yon are mis-
taken, I assure you. According to my views,
time can neyer soften me, nor make me wisb
to increase my fnmily hy adoptiug my sons'
wives. If you have any furtber request to
make, 1 arn quite at your service ; otherwise
1 gbouid ask you at once to retire bebind the
scenes agaum, where you walted before so admîr-
ably for your cite. We caunot remain together
liu the same room Pt

The widow's woe-begone countenuce sbowed
that site bad expected notbing else but this
discomfiting reply, and Agatha, bewildered at
the rebut! she lad recelved, stood like a statue.

She was assured the brenchbhetween ber bus-
band and bis father wns indeed impassable.
She ventured no further words, for she knew
flot wbat to say. Delicate iu beaitli as site wua
she now feit the Imprudence of an encounter
with the bard old man ; therefore, witb a lie-
seecbing look, sbe disappeared.

A paluful silence ensued. The Colonel dld
itot seat himself agin ; but prepared to leave.
The wldow, wbo wns rather angry witb Agathu
for forcing berceif into tbe Colonel's presence,
lu spite of ber advlce to the contrary, put no
obstacle [nlic i way. She rang the bell for ber
muid, and a8ked ber if the Colonei's servant was
there ready to attend his master to bis iodging.
She gave berseif no tronuble to disguise lier un-
gracions mood, and made no atternpt to assist
her relative to bis conveyance.

The wiow kuew weil wbere to toucbh llm
most.

11cr conduct frigbtenod hlm, as he was
thoroughly dependent upon ber; no lie muid,
good.ternperediy enougli, ou iaking bis leave,
tGood-bye, rny dear sister. Wheu the lock-

8snîlbs daugliter bas left you, I shahl corne and
puy rny respects to you again, not before. You
mnigbt have known, Dame Wisdorn, that sticb

explosions of effect and surprise would be wasted
upon me. You had btter go now and cornrort
your weeping protégée, for, of course, tears are
necesaary, nr'n't Lbey ? "

Witbh al, lho laughed, and quitted the bouse.

CHAPTER 111.

A week pased witbout the Colonel rnaking
any Inquiry about biesisster-in-law's bealtb.
Hle was cornfortable ln bis new quartera, whlch
overiooked the beach, and bad a charming view.
Hoe began ut once to ry the water cure, and Le
see how lur that wouid restore birn to beuiti
and strength.

In the meantirne, Agtha Steward took ber
depurture. She had aiways intended leaving
Westbury ut the end of May ; but the meeting
with ber father-in-law lad decided ber te quit
Lhe place at once. Mrs. Rowland, ti0, bac
taken offence ut Agatba's refusai to foiiow ber
ad.vice. Words ensuied between the two ladies,
whicli made fartber residence under tbe
sarne roof very disagreouble to botli. Agathu,
grieved at the blunder ber inexperience anc
self-confidence liad led ber mIet, lirdly peu.
aessed courage te teli her husbund what abs bad
doue.

Afler sorne littie ime, however, she did mea
nage te conféesa ail Iliat lad taken place be.
tweeu berseif and the Colonel, and waa rejoiced
Le flnd Howard eutireiy approve of ber proeed.
inge 1He was Indignant at hle father'. harsb.
ness towards bis wife, and ceuld net beip bhr,

borng ittr fee4lings, and boped an a&venginc

rallygotfrigbtened of you, and 100k herseif and
child off."l

The Colonelle bard heart feit a sharp Lwinge
at this Information, thoughlibe said nothing on
the instant. Hle was uettled te thlnk that the
lovely little dhid was bis discarded son'ls daugli-
ter ; but wben lie recoiiected cie had cnlied
hlm a Ilgood man," and uilowed herseif teo be
foudled by hlm, Lhe Colonel could not restrain
a sigh as lie asked, reproachfnlly. "lWhy didn't
you tell me thai, Gwendoline was rny grand-
chuld ?"I

IlWbat good woulc t ithave doue?"l was the
reply. idGwendoline ts ber motber's daugliter."1

IlReally, Damne Wisdom? But the chiid
seerned te take n wonderfui fancy te its grand.
papa."

-So did lis mother, for that matter."l inter-
rupted hicsîster, promptly; "ielse sIe neyer
would have begged for ber fatber.in-iaw's affec-

ion, as sbe knew bis chnracter very weli before
dolng so. But the affaîr la passed ; drop the
subjeet."1

It was the fIrst ime lu hie ilfe the Colonel
obeyed a request when IL weut againat bis owu
wisbes.

The image of thec uttle girl te whorn lie lad
taken sncb n fancy neyer quitted bis inernory,
uor did lie maie an effort te efface IL.

Ponderlng over bis own loueiy state, lie said,
"I arn almoat tired of Lhe world. 1 shall soon

retire from Lhe service altogether, and buy
sorneIlittie bermitage ln wlicb I may end my
days la pence."1

"dStuffi and nonsense about n herniltage 1 If
you would ouly se Lhe error ef your ways, you
could end your duys lu the liosom of your
family, who wouid love and tend you properiy."1

19Huab !"Il nterposed the Colonel, beckoning
lier te silence.

And the subject creppecli

CHAPTER IV.

The re8idenees fuclug Lhe cea presented the
udvantages of the country wlLh Lhe comferts of
the town. The Spa, where Lhe waters were
drunk, lay lu the midst of a gronp of suob
liouses. lu consequence of Liese. ah the In-
valida resided lu this part of Westbury.

The day after the last described sce'ue, the
Colonel notlced two strange ladies strolling
uieng the beach. They were simpiy clad, and
their manuers and carrînge were mure dîstin.
guished than those of the generality of persous
resortlng to Wegtbury. The elder was evideutiy
a greut auffrer; bier steps were unicertain, ai-
tlioug h e grasped lier compunion's arm with
flrm nesa.

The yoting girl ut ber aide, dressed lu simple
gray linon, wlth a low, hroad-brimrned bat on
bier bead, had sorne cbarrn about lier more
than bcuuty, that drew generul attention te
lier.

The ladies jusit then pusscd the spot where
the Colonel was seated under a shady rock.
Always civil te strungers, be ut once raised his
bat, wlthout, however, addresolng Lbem, and
tien turned uwuy.

No sooner had lie doue ibis, than lie board
the eider rernark Lu ber companilon, "lThat
must lie he, Isabel."

IlI arn nîrost sure of iL, marmm," replied
tic daugliter, lu 10w, rnodulnted tenes.
1 The Colonel bas dlstiuctly board Lie conver-
sation, wltb evident surprise. Who couid tiey
lie? But lie comforted birnself witb the know-
ledge thaL four-and.twenty hours would not lie
pasaed before lie siould find ont ail about Lbem.

After the ladies lad gone a short distance,
the elder lady seemed te grow tired. 80 lier
daugliter ut once led lier back again te their
1odglng. As moon as lier motier lad reuched
there, the girl left lier. and returued quiokly and
resolutely tewards the colonel, wlie lad now
t&kel bis seat upon a bench.

She bowed quietly wben aIe lied reached
hlmn, and mid, "lColonel Steward, I presurne ?"I

Agreeably surprlsed and dharmed witli Lie
glrl's% fraul and easy manner, the Colonel ut

ronce rose, and ans wered lu the affirmative.
"lYou wiil wonder ut, my addresuiug you

wltbout liavIng previously gone tîrougli thc
tform 0of au Introduction. I arn Isabel Laudvilhe,
1and arn fortunate enougli te possess your son

r Vincent's affection."
The Colonel, wbo wouid gladly bave turned to

0the rigît about, said aomethlng lubils usuni sar-
4catie mariner, whici cootrustcd forcibiy witb

CI the polite reception le lad mat uoocordetl ber.
4 But Miss Landville seemed net te cure luaLlie

d loat degree for tle change, but oontinaed
qulokiy, 14I perauaded mummu te brlng mie

4 bore, as Vinrent told us you were visillng tbis
b- place for a short Urne."

Il The Colonel lilteued te lier, aithougi the
t- Ironical amile wan stili upon l&a lips ; but le

-now eated hlmsclf upon LIe benci aguin, and
lnvited the yonng lady te take the vacant place

g leside hlm.

has rash [cItera."1
l'Yeu have doue yourself more iujury tînu a

nny oeelsc. Yen Iuow Vincent lai licen eu- ro
gaged te me for two yeara, and that a ruarriage t(
betweeu us le Lhe greateat wisi eooti ie."

Isabel tIen explnlned te Lhe [rate Colonel, wbo
began te exhibit sympterne et impatience, tinti
Vincent wouî te Amerîca on business for bierY
tather, and lad suoceeded lu aavlng smre pro-h
pcrty belougIug te lis dcccased brother: that
theugli le did se witieut the Colenel's consent, a
ent of affection for ber, winning lier parente'
gratitude for Lbe services lie lad rendered te thernb
lu this busi ness, IL wns agai nst lis personal feel-
ing te do se; und woud up liy askiug blm If s1
lie would promise te decide iseuOl's fate t
witbout any prejudice ln respect of Lie act 0f ti
Insubordination of wih Vincent liad been
guilty.

The Colonel arnlled aardonicnlly, sayi[ig,
"And supposing I prononnced yen wortiy ut

once, wihout auy further deiay?" Il
IlI sbiould Iuow tint yen lntended te meuat

hlm as yen did Howard, wbom yen told te do
ns h lecased."1

"4But Yen wouid rnarry hlm just thc came ?"l
"lNeyer witieut your consent!"I exclaîmed9

sIc, witi flrm resolve.t
TIc Colonel tol 1er baud, anulprorniaci ail

she îed hltm. Sie led, wltb un expression
of deep eotion, inte lils s51c face, and presaed
hic iand warmly. Atter Lbis, alie rulscd liert
liead proudly, and wnlked bacî quickly te lierf
lodglng.

The Colonel looked after lier, nndjsnid,
Wonder whether sic would Iep the promise?
I téel n desire te humailinte thus proud, seIf-auffl-
oient yong durnset."

CHAPTER V.

In île afteraoon, wlien Mrs. Laudvllle was
taiking ber usual uap, lier daughter prepared te
puy a vIeiLteliher bover's aunt. SIc lad brougît
a bItter ef introduction from AgaLlu wltb ber te
Westbury, and lied ulready sent iL on.

Mra. Rowlaud'gave lier the iludeat welcorne,
Sic lied nover cliared ber liretber-in-iaw's views
or principles ou any point whatever, toatoet i
lis unfounded objection te the objecta et botli@
hlm seuls dcho. Agata ha d explulued ln Ier (
note LIai Miss Landville <wbose oleverneuan ad
good sense bncI evldontlyrnaïo a great impres-i
sien upon lier) was goiug te tackle the Colonel,1
and bring hlm te bcr way eft LIInîlng; but ahe1
dld net mentIon bew this change was te leie
lirouglit about.

So Lie old lady Inqîulred wIal Isnbol's plnns1
werc.1

Isabel teld lier sic lad uiready mnade a lie-
gluning tiat memnlug.

Tic widewlilutened, and sbolk ber iead. 1
déYeu are calcuiuting wrongly, my dhid," 8>10

suld, sorrowfuliy. "9Yeu wiil nover gain your
ebjeot lu thut wny. I Inow rny brotier-in-law.j
Ah, ne aLtter wbat promise le bas made yen,
be'l fiud sorne means eofcliating yen."1

Isablh alecI, witb au air et triumph, andm
said, "4Trust me, the Colonel anunot perslst se0
far in hise bstlnacy ala te maIe eue wio neyer1
did hlm nu iu;ury, miserable for Illfe; and wicu
ho bas once confessed imacif conqucred, il will
lie easy enongb te seLtle maLtera lietween
i-Ioward's farnllyanud hbîmaiif."1

IlWould yon really keep your jword, and net
rnarny Vincent ? "I nquired the old lady doulit-
fully.

Isabel, witi evident omotion, assured lier se-
lcmnly tint uothing should induce lien te do se
againsi tle Coionel's wishcs.

IlIsabel, yen are standing ou Lie drink ef an
abyss. Dan't lie tee confident. Yotur happlucas,
and LIat ef Vincent, lsat utamIe. Tîlul 0f wliat
Yeni are dolng. DoesVîncent Inow ef yonr re-
selve ?"I

Sic replied ln the afffrmative, and adddtiat
li ho ntirely approe of er enplan.

"'WItl Lhe (Iilnnderstauding that lo is te
givo yen up If ies thLo ernamais oldurate?"t

taîed thc wldow, with consîderublo astenisli-
mont. "1This la, iudecd, a straugo piece of
ierolsm, or cisc shows lis implici and buinc2

kconfdace lu your persuasIve pcwer",
Isabel was net te be sImIen luaionrosolve,

and premiscd te sec ber again nert day, after
sic bncI becu to Lie Colonel.

TIc girl went linpplly bncI te lier lodginga, te
attend once more te lien lnvaiid rnetier's,wauts.
Thai eveuîng .1.eje»ed a plesani walI lan

1tic ucu-lireezo; and nexi merniug awoîe ne-
3tresied by sloop, ready fun au ounly stroil beoe

q ber motion rose. Tic probabililty ef meeting
Lie Colonel may lave ,done aorncîhlug tewurdeà

9Inung hon te walI ibm eariy. Nor lad ahe
edeclved benscît.
1 Rie lad net goue fan before sicsauw tIc olcI

agentleman advanclng lu a stateiy mnannor te-
varda Ior. lie greeted ber, [nom seine dis-

misery. Yon bave regulurly beset rny palli
and hope thut, I m-iy ouPtulate corne day; but,
cuy dear young lady, this la the lat bour 1 shai i
rernain tu Wcstbury. I'm off now to Whitebull,
to, furtber my cure wlthout iuLerruption-gOooJ
bye ! I

Isabiel looîed hIke SOMn3 býaut1fui statue. AIl
lire seemed te have fled frorn lier glowiug
young features, aud lier arma saI enfeebled by
luer aide.

di a thîs my sentence? asked sic, lu scar celY
audible toues.

"lTake il, ns you pieuse. Marry rny boy; I
have nothlng te say agaluat it. Farewell!"

Isubels lips rnoved te repent these words, but
she couid net succeed lu giving utterance LO
thorn. Siicutly silelient lier hend, and steod
thiere as If unuhle te move.

The Colonel left ber, bis face beumlig wltb
satisfaction. Afier heeliai gone corne distance,
lie tuned and led back.

Isabiel wac standing lu Liecarne position gaz-
lug acrossaut the horizon. île urrlved ai borne,
and iooked aguin back towards Lhe beacht
but the girl stili llngered, exactiy as lie lad left
lier.

He went inte bis routa. Was it curioaity te
gaze unseen upou bis sacrifice, tînt made hulfi
take lits fleld-gluss?7îHe arrunged the f,>cus, snd
turnied IL upon ber bis son ioved. and wlom bu
lied so crueily wounded.

Isabel li"i not moved-in' not even cliageci
the position of lier arms; she seemei to lave
forgotten. that she existel-uot te know tilid

caL Lears were couring cacli otier sloW
1 Y

down lier cheels. Thus the Colonel saw ber,
and bis heurt begnute lienot fitfully. ]île pa08d
bis roorn rcstlessly te and ire. Severni limes8
lic hesltate(l ut Lhe door; Lieu lie hnstlly tee"e
up lis glass agalu. Isabel wns oorng cnlcilf'9
wltb seerng n consclousuess, towards bier
iodging again. on seeing this, lie jtuunped Ilut
a tiy, and went on bis toad to WhlLehill with-
ont having deigued to wlsh witlu bis sister-in'
luw geod-hye.

CHAPTER VI.

Whitehill was five-and-twcuty miles tro'
Westbury. IL was a poor littie fishing V11184

6
1

with ne charme abouL IL except the sea. IL con'
aisted 0f a few scantly furnishied iodginga'
cupled only liy cerne cripples.

The Colonel snw, imrnediately, that leb5
regulariy exiled hirnself. Ii11e temper was no&
lrnprovod by the wretcliedness of Lic npartu2ncn*
lie had taIen, and whicli, lie lad licen tôîd'
werc thc liet lu the pince. A fiond pape r # [Io
carpet, hideous chlutz curtains baugiug tLe Lie
low windeows,-,tli these disornforts rerninded
hîrn of bis schooi-days; but lad net theIc eo
of cheerlng hlm.

Hie lid te, sabrait te Lic fuevitable, b('oweverf
as lie Inew lie conld net returu Le WfOstury>
without yieiding.

Tbrce wceks were pnssed lu the greatest 10"
sery. Nothlug linppened. TIc Lime approed
wlieu Vincent was expected from Am2erIon.

ilPack up rny thing.q, Craven,"l ordered bel
eue evening, ns lie sut lu bis stuffy litile r'I-t
gazing authLe cetting. sun, tLIIlie Was0 8ardefo
bliuded by ILIl"Pack up rny tîluga, anid0
a carniage to LaIe me to LIe station. 1 amn golo

te Soutbport."
The man stared uthisc maister, lu sojh

ment.
"To Soutliport?"repeated le. [Or
Yets. We saah go tbroiigh Eden M '00»

,," He ieft hic expianation uufihilsbed,
begn moviug about restlessly. sr

Stearn la a splendid mens by wb îin M t

out quietly ore projet, ni hemnW Itro
lu is coupé,witb ticket lu is pocket, Ibl

1 0,
on te mcct his fate. If ILliehd not been forà e
the Colonel mîgit have clanged bnOD is
timesduin the journey; but lie rle wiue'
destination liefore lie had Limne tLedo jt, Lori'
ie nrrlvcd there, the weii.knoWu iil5inîuliw

bclonging te S3tarr and Compny, -we»

diately poInted eut te hl, as Weilaîed.COo

priucely mansion wiere Lhe famlly relied t
At the Colonel waiked up the grave 00

icadiug te thc mansion lbe sa, Sitting rà,
gadnseat, Agatha. By lertadW y re

wio, holdinglber baud afectioiistaîjch iia
1

console lier fer the disa potinnt *
attended ber appeal te hic fatier. Lie hanS

The alarp, crisup, regniar trcad Of elersa
efficer on the gravel, grated on ter '» UbeLt'0
causcd botli te turn in the, directio to Llsî'»";O
Lie seuud came, wben, te iboir àtloa
île beeld tic man who, of aIl 0 tb e l
dreuded mont te mcci. edre

Howard, te avold a solie îastlly bd 10
dejected wlfe along a sidew'ulk WhI:0~ 1 ocl10'

tIc bouse, lu whici thcy ¶Vcrc speeýityuuD
muigit; wiie Lie Coloel passed on, '1as
bufi fot uotleed Lie sudden Il Ight. îeadU%

He walked np Lbe breud stone ateP8 itb
te the noble pntîenwitieui a moMent
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