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agi>, t0 our surprise, WC obscrvcd a transpa-
ýnt drop ta exude front oua of tlle aplîides,
'iii wvas intiecdinteiy iapped up l'y te afll,
,ho then advaiiccd ta the next individual, and
ritnîing il with ils nnateunne, obîaincd a ui
,rstipplyofai e sweeî scection. TItis strangeC
ansactiOfi WC watciîed for samne limne, unii
jery a;>his hiad been tnxed for food in the sainc
tanner, wlicn thc ant praceed ta calct the
)ntii>utions of a frcshi coiany.
la conclusion, il wili not bc nios ta, offer a
w% observaZ dons uipon the eggs of itasecîs; In

eniral. They are of several shapes; cyiin-
tic, oval, obitîte-spix 'roidal, sugar-loafed, pl'is-
jatte, b)otice-sha.pcd etc., besidcs, wihel, In
ývcra1 instances, they arc ornnmcnted w~iîiî
bs, tules, or hexagonal net work, wli.cli sur-
ass the inast delicate sculpture of litum-fan art.
'or what purposa sucit inifiîy of forni, and
eganc af desigu are cxpcnded t.pon sa insig-
;ficant nnd minute nIl abject as the egg af an
tedt aîay Weil excite our inquiry, and baffle
e keertesi penetralian. But wvhen WCe con-
*îplate for a maoment, flhe ineffable harmnvn
Ilîîch pervacies thc universe, and radiales, like
beami of light, aur uitile globe ;-tiiat ela-

aeni beauty, which, difierently rcvcaicd ta
'ar senses, whether îixrougrh t le syinietricai
Dmbination of CLrved lines, te eupixony af
),and, or the grandeur cf accordant motion, is
sentiiiy tîxe saine ;-iî may be dcemed an lin-
,prable qualiiy of nature--is it flot an nîtribute

'God? it would be wiscrinoaur unsuiccessfuil
rioris, ta trace the application, whichi such di-
Ersity of structure would imply, la the pur-
oses af inscrutabie Providence, la causale
arselves with the belief, tiîalnothing-crcr7was
tade inc vain,!
The eggs of santie ins2cîs are ftirnishied Wi
va!ve, or iid aîoneend, îo faciliiitethe escape
' the larva froinuts confinement; and in a few
pecies, as the law-fiv, ant, etc., theeggattains

sNbe grow tih, duiring the process af haîch-
ir, whichi, as in birds, is a.cceteraled by hleat.
Iowever, exposure ta lte greatest scveiy of
ut winter, or tdie most intl*,nse artificiai coid
Oes nol affkct the viîaliîy of tar-ect, eggs, nor
te lhey observed ta freeze in consequence.- -

Vhat is this mysîcriaus prin-liple, this vis -fita,
rhich only awaits the concurrence of favour-
ble circumslances ta stimulate ils latent pro-
atucs iat action, * and ivhich, when in niosi.

* A grain of wheat, frona the wrappingas of an
gy'pîxan mummy, bas been madcîIo germinale
lier an interval af îhree tiiousand ycars; and
suds are found ontombed olive in solid rock,
rhere they must have reniained for tiges.

pawerful aperaîjan, the sliihîst& i ujury cant
desiroy

Tite fecundity af insects is very great Coim-
paredl ta allier animais. Tite spider lays 1,000
eggs,ç ina seasaît; a grai iusel iili prodîice5,000
nt a tuneC ; -I bied-btig, In îwtl e monnlis, înay
ba tue priiuogeniîor af 21,909,026 offspring;
-%viiite the queea of tic wite nis :o.-diiccs, in
the saine luine, the surprising. nuxuber of 31,536,-
000eg.

'fa the ilicory ve-iieic sane natiaralisis have
advanccd, uhat the aîtmospîtere is filled wiîh
nuniberiess ova of insecîs, il lias heen objected
tualic the~renn eggs ai ail kinown species
are licavier tîxan air; indeed, tue specifie gra-
viîy is siieh tai, upan expcriituetît, iley im-
ntediateiy sink in %vater; nltitoughi some eon
scarcel y be seen %viti tlîc nakied cy', front ilueir
c'xirenîe tenîtity. Blesides, il sceins ineonsis-
lent wvtia the rcannrkable care 'wiîth which in-
secîs deposîl tliir eggs nti pravide for tlîcir
scuriiy by tting theta clown, or coverine'
tlin ith a îliek wcb, ais aiaddiîionni protec-
lion fraom accidentali remaval or almospherical,
intfluentce. But wliin ire consider the infinite
iiuiiuteness of :itîcrascopic animialculie, the
miyritits of crentirs which auir Iiîîîiîcd resear-
clites, wonderful ts tlîey are, ntay nal have yet
discarcred, il en iîarîily be coasidered incre-
dil tat mulitudes of unscea aninmais xnay
inîtabit, as flteir r.eulir clenient, tae aimas-
pliere lit fiants nraund as; and perform li
teir actions inidepetîdcnt of lte soiid earth.

It îwoîld ierjuir2 no great eflrtof tlieimagina-
tion t0 suippose liat, sîîcli îouid inîrust thitar
ara, as fislis (la ilîir spaiva, ta tue fiuid in
wblict îtey exîsi, and itat îiîey arrivent ninlu-
riîy in Ille samne iacdiîîm.

What a farcible coatrast rloes the preserit
season yîeid ta lte viriid associations oi the
suttwter lime. Now, iriile the peu is re-
cordiîîg titesée litigls, tue coid, dend amnde
of irinter is ciaspiag, as a siaroud, the lenfless
irce and tite ice-boutîd sîreain. Frointliermute
eartit therc catîmes no soutid of rejaicing; the
gr'-sshiopj>er's soig and tixeixora ai the ivarror
bec are like tue iîmmginary amusic ai a lialf-for-
goîlen dreamn; lte iieriag storm-gusls of
te «%vinter îvind are sweeping îhroîigh the aisies

of the forest, awtakenitig ivithin tc breast a
sense af utter desolation. ]3tIc ltah bios
roar on-let te snoîv-%vre.-ihes craep and curi
upon the stemsof athe hardy pines, for as sure
as tlite revivificd rays af the suit ili, celong,
Chose aîvay every vestige ai their tyranny, sa
certaini is it tuat cach particle of imtprisoricd
ground bcnieatit,cvcry braîxci, bouigh aîad trunk


