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means necessary for transportation provided,
the combatants began their movement in
boats, along the lake shore, to Two-mile Creek,
the point designated for 2 general landing.
When Hull’s surrender had put the British
in possession of the artillery they so much
required, five of the twenty-four pounders
had been brought from Detroit, four of which
had been mounted at Fort George, and the
£ifth on a battery, en daidette, about half a
mile below Newark, now Niagara. A fire
from some field picces had been opened on
the Ameriran boats, when proceeding, on the]
20th, to the rendezvous. This had provoked
a return from Fort Niagara, by which the
block houses, some scattered dwellings near
the fort, and the fort itsclf were considerably
damaged. On the morning of the 27th a
heavy cannonade was again commenced from
fort Niagara to cover the attacking party, and
‘in addition,” (saysJames,)“ two schooners,
by the use of their sweeps, had reached their
stutions at the mouth of the river, in order to
silence the twenty-four pounder and the nine-
pounder, also planted en barbette close to
Newark. Another schooner stationed herself
to the northward of the light house, and so
close to the shore as to cnfilade the first
named battery, and cross the fire of the re-
mifining two schooners.” The remaining five
schooners anchored so as to cover the landing
of the troops. The frigate Madison, Oncida
brig, and a schooner, took up also advanta-
geous positions. The united broadside of
these vessels was fifty-one guns, many of
them  thirtytwo and  cightcen-pounders.
Against this formidable array what had the
British ?—a weak position entircly exposed to
a cross fire of shot and shells, and a scarcity
of powder—incredible as this last assertion
may appear, we are, nevertheless, borne out in
making it by James, who asserts, in speaking
of the events of the 26th, that “the guns at
Fort George were compelled, owing to a scar-
city of powder, to remain silent, while Com-
modore Chauncey, on that evening, was sound-
ing the shore within half gunshot.” The
Amcricavs, in speaking of this circumstance,
and looking-at the impunity with which Fort
Niagars kept up, almost unanswered, its
fire, may well boast that they reccived com-
panatively little injury from the British can-
mon. It would cxcite astonishment that

James should chronicle so extraordinary a cir-
cumstance as the want of powder in the prin-
cipal British fort in Western Canada, had we
not so recently seen that a frigate was built,
and a quantity of provisions and stores depo-
sited in 50 exposed and indefensible a position
as York. Whoever was the culpable party,
whether Sir George Prevost or General
Sheafle, there is very little doubt but that to
this circumstance may be attributed much of
the impunity with which the Americansmade
their preliminary movements on this oceasion.
The British force was posted as advantage-
ously as circumstances would admit by Gene-
ral Vincent, and they made a2 most gallant
resistance, being overpowered only by the
numerical strength of the assailants, and the
fire from the American shipping, which com-
mitted dreadful havoc, and rendered their
cfforts to oppose the landing of so immeasur
ably superior a force altogether ineffectual
Three times, under cover of the heavy fire
from the fort and the shipping, the Americans
attempted to land, and were repulsed, by the
persevering courago of their opponents; and
it was only at last, when considerably re-
duced in numbers, that General Vincent, who
saw the inutility of persevering in so unequal
2 contest, retired, blowing up, before his
retreat, the small quantity of powder which
yet remained in the magazine at Fort George.

The heavy fire had rendered the fort alto-
gether untenable ; General Vincent had, there-
fore, no alternative left but to retreat in the
direction of Queenston, first despatching
orders to Col. Bishopp at Fort Erie, and to
Major Ormsby at Chippews, to evacuate their
respective posts, and to move with as little
delay as possible, by Lundy’s Lane, to the
Beaver-dam. In the retreat about fifty of the
regulars unfortunately were made prisoners.
The remainder, both regular and militia, made
an undisturbed retreat, and were joined at the
place of rendezvous, by the garrisons of Fort
Eric and Chippewa. In Gencral Vincent's
dispatch* full particulars of this action will be

*From Bn'gadia~0c;cml Vincent to Sir George
Tevosl.

Foxrr-MiLe Crexx, May 98, 1818.
Sin,—I bave the honor to inform your Exceh
lency, that yesterday morning, about day-break,
the cnemy again opened his batteries upon Forg
George : the fire not being immediatcely returacd,
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