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NUMB11ER% of priests have
-distinguishied theniselves

by their services to the
science of astronomny, for
exaniffle: Copernicus the
funder of the modern

S systeni, thc learned Gas-
sendi %vho frst observedl
the transit of a planet

acro)ss the sun'lS dise, Clavius iwho did the
astronoînical %vork, conneicted iih the
reforniation of tic calendar for Gregory
X111., and iii more recent limes G3rimaldi,
Mayer, Boscoviîch and D)e Vico. Our
owni ag(e counits 1111o11g its rnany cîninent
scientists Fatlhers Secchîi and Perry whose
naines will be known and hionored as long
as astrononîy is studied. An elegant
article iii Uic ONwL a. fev nionths ago told
of Fatlher Secchi and his discoveries.
Faîlier Perry passed te a better life with-
out perhaps leaving te Uiec world as rich a
iegacy of scientific truths as bis con/r;ere, yet
he occupied a distinguishced place in the
iorcmnost rank of great astrononiers ; a brief
sketch of bis life may tiien be interesting
te our readers.

Stephien joseph Perry was born in
London on the 25 th of August, 1833.
When he reaclhed bis tenth year hie was
sent to Gifford Hall wherc he studied for
one year and a liaif and then entered
college at Douay. Like nîany great
scientîists he did not, as a student, display
dauling talents but %vas resolute and per-
severing, and in the end always remiark-
ably successfül, especially iii bis niatherna-
tical studies. After Severi years nt Doua-y,
feeling himiself caUled te the sacred office
of Uic presthood, lie left for the E nglisli
College at Ronie, whiere lie began Uic
study of plîilosophy. After a successful
couise in diviiîv lie returtied te o glmd
and soon afier cntered the novitiate of uic
i esuit Faîhers. I-is superiors, perceiving
in hini great talents for astroiionîy anîd
plîySical sciences, procurcd hini c9n
sidierabie advantagcs teindinig 10 )crfect
lîimî i iliose branches. He aîttended tlîc
lectuies of Dr. Morgan iii London, in
i 858, and cf Bertrar, 1, Lionville, Delan-
nav', Cauchy and Serret in Paris, during
the following years.

Ris natural aptitude for nstronony and
the especial advantages lie lîad enjoyed,
wvell fitied Father Perry te takze charge of
tie observaîory at Stonyliurst, wlien it %vas
entrusted to hini on his return to10 Eng-
lanîd, inii î6o. r['le scientific periodicals,
ait homie and on the continent, soon after
began Io chronicle im-portant data regard-
ing terrestrial iimateei!iii and solar physics
obtaincd froni skilfully recorded observa-
tions at Stonylîurst. Father Perry soon
also gained an enviable reputation as a
lecturer on scientific nialters, both before
popular audiences and learned societies.
Tliat reputalion lie suslained te the end
of lus life', steadily increasing wvith ad-
vancing years bis rare and wonderful
fiaculty of inxeresting boîh learned scien-
tists and ordinary hearers ; soine of our
readers were perhaps fortunate enough to
attend one ormioreof the lectures lie deliver-
in various places whlilst visiting Canada
and the United States wvitli other nîeînbers
of the Royal Society of Emgland a few
years ago.

The routine work inaugurated and miost
carcfully carried out aI Stonyhurst for
long years by Father Perry, did much,
say those best qualified te judge,
tovard the dcvelopiient cf the new
science of solar physics. That work con-
sistcd in the daily drawing of the suni for
the purpose cf measuring the depth cf the
bright envelope whicb surrounds our
great luminary, and cf ebtaining records
of the heiglits, positions and directions cf
the streaks call.ýd factuix, whicli at limies
risc frin Uic eruvelope. I)aily records
werc also nmade of the positions, &c, of
sucli s<ilar spots as werc te be seen.
Fatiier I>crry's amni, so lie tells us hiniself,
vas : (4Net te undertake any work that

weuld be a niere repchitic'n cf vhat wvas
being« donc better clscwhcere." Hence lie

thei~îd i pencil fer Uic camiera, -and
iiîsîcaid of taking photograplis of tic solar
surface, lie securcd drawings. The resulîs
obuaiîîec by work of tîis kind have niade
the drawving systeni a cenîluion feature iii
our observatries to-day ; the successful
%work donc at Stonyhurst first coîîinîcnded
it te germerai use. The proccss consists in
taking the direct projection of thie image
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