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BIOGiRAIPIY.

TIIE LAST fOURS Op JAMES PREXwICKç

Jamies iRenwick was t'le last of the 'Sccttjshil tnartvrs who, sufferedunder the bloody bouse of Stuart. Whien a youthûil 'student in Edin-
burgh Universitv, lie stood at the foot of the scaffold from which old]Donald Cargili passed away to glory. Hie marked the countenance ofthe dying martyr. H1e listened with wrapt attention to bi. exposition,
andi vin(lication of the l)i-ilciples for whiclî IW suffered, and then andthere the youtbful listener dedicated hlimself to the sane cause. Passingover inito Holland, lie w-as licensedl and1 ordained bv a Presbytery of theDutcb Churcli, to ininister to the smlail remnant In Scotland, who stilibraved the fury of persecuition, rather tbian desert the banner of trutb.For five years hie continueti to preach on the 11oulntainis and in the glens,to the undaunted few who dared to listel to hin. At length, bis noblewarfatre came to an end. H1e wvas al)prehlended, brought befère the(Jounicil, anti condemined to be executed in the Grassiiiarket, Edinburgh;
and lrom the same scaffold on wbicb Donald Cargili died, hie went toreceive the miartyr's crowi,. 11e wvas of stature somnewhat low, andi likethe son of Jesse, of a ruddy anti beautifull countenace. Eveni bis mur-derers spoke weIl of biim after lie w-as dead, anti expressed their convic-tion that hie went to Heaven. Hie wS, disting(uisbied for bis uncom-prornîsing loyaity to truth, and bis iunsbaken confidence in its ultimatetriumlph. One of tbe councillors, wbeaj speakingr of bim, said, "11e wasone of the stiffest maintainers of bis principles tbat ever came before us.Others we used always to cauise one timne or other to waver, but bini wecould Iîever move. Where we ieft Iimii tliere we found biim; we couldneyer miake Iiim yieid or vary in the leitst." The foilowing brief accountof bis last bours is extracted fi-oni Pr. llouston's Introduction to T/ce
Letters of the Rei,. fJames .Renwick.

On the niorning of bis execution, lie wvrote bis iast letter to biis most,attaclied firiend, Sir Robert Hlamilton, wbý,o was tben an exile iii Holland,for the sacred cause for wvbic1i Renwick Suffered. Every part of tbisbrief epistie is calm and tboughitful, and bespeaks the joyful serenity ofthe martvr's spirit. "Thiis," lie wnites, "being mlv last day on eartb, 1tbougbit it my thity to send you this, miy last salutation. The Lord biasbeen wonderfuily gracions to nie silice I came to Prison. 11e lias assurednie of bis salvation, belped me to give a testimony for in, and to sayvhefore bis eneinies ail tbat I biave tauglit, and Strengtbened me to resistand repel many temptations and atssatàs." He closes, witbi tbese simple,solem-n, and affecting words-" But I mlust break off, 1 go to your God
and myv God. Decvth, is to me as a bec? to the wear-y."

Wben thé drums beat for bis execution, lie exciaimed, "Yonder is mywelcome eall to, the miarriage. The Bnidcgroom is comaing. I arn ready.On the scaffold, lie sung, tbe first part of the third Psalm, read thenrneteentlî chapter of iRevelations, and prayed. 1ie i wsrdl
interrii)ted, bie said, "I shall soon be above tbese elou7dsQ." "Ibheii shah Ienjov Thee and glorify Tlhee, O ny Fatber, witbout initermission andinterrup)tion for ever." li tbe few Sentences tlîat lie was i)ernîîtted to
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