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hia'; a stllpply of this jrcecious oil, for
ev'ery fainily is liable to have a creaking
hinge in the alhape of a fretf ni disposition,
a cro)ss tempiler, a harshi toile, or a fault-
1-ing spirit.-Ec«ic

QUESTIONS ON JAPAN.
A I)AI'TEI) FItOM ITEIIF OAX OTOK

Voit MISS~IOSND EXERC11ISES.

Q. -Wiere is Ja1pan ? Ilow niany
islands ?

A. -The Japanese Empire complrises
the tliree inust southierly islands of the
Kuriles Chain.

(.-Vlience cornes thre naine .Japin
A. -Froin zipangil, niningi " root of

day," or " sunrisie kingdotrii."
Q. -What is thelOpIiO?
A.-About Ô8,000,000.
Q.- What are the religions of Japoni
A.-The two grear. religions are Shinto-

usmn) and Buddhlisi. Sh'intoisiin is froun
the clinese. Buddhisiir is froua Corea.
.Jaiiani is a country of waysidc shrines,
images and temples withioît mnmber.
Soine of the grcat temples in Kito, are cap-
able of holding 5.030 persons, and sone
contain as inany as 3,000 life-sizect gilt
iiages of saints and gods. A large body
or Jal)aniese rejeot ido]-worship. They
arc called In-slia, or piflosophers. They
folloiv, but do not îvorshilp, Confucius.
\Teneratiot of ancestry is conmun to, al
the religions (if Japan.

Q.-WVhat is the educational system?
A.-The national scherne for education

provides for eight universities, thirty-two,
high sehools, two hundrcd and fifty-six
,grammar sehools, and lifty-fii~e thousand
primary schools. The education depart-
ment bas in Tokio a niedicai college, with
eight German professora and several hun-
clred students.

Q.-What reforns ha-e been carried out
by the Mikado?7

A.--COuforrnity to :foreigui dress and
inanners of European officiaIs ; encourage-
ment of the press, there being fire hundred
periodicais, political, literary and scientific
dailies, weekhies, and Tnonthliàe3 ; establish-
niient of a national post; reforai of marriage

laws ; adoption of railways. ceras
lighthiouses, steaînships, arsenials ai d(oCk
yards ; a civil service of foreign employees,
and the legal observance of the Christian
Sahbath.

Q.-t-lave they the IBible in their oNwa
tongue?

A. -Yes. Thie jraiislation of the Bible
ww; cotiilloted Lust year.

Q. -When dlià ti first Protestant mis-
sionaries gou to Japan '?

A. -li 1859 and 1860, wheai tlîey taughit
in G-overnuuîcnt schools, ouuly occasiomilly
tinding opportmiities to sow the seed of
the Kilgdm.

Q -Wliat progress lias the goplmade?
A.-Today, 1888, it is statcd there arc

nearly 20,000 Communicants and a Chiris-
tiair population of 50,000 souls.

SARAH GOODWIN AND BER BOYS.
Sarali Goodwin was the nainle (if a po(Ii

sgeallistress, residing ii the City of Nw
York. Sluc ias imot wholly frieiidless ; but
tiiose wlim sîme kniew, and wonlid have
aided lier iii lier struggl es, were very
p)our, anid could not. ýSu shec a wido%-
wvith four boys, froni the ages cf four to
iiiie years, struggiing thirouglî iîîtei's
cold anid stinînier'a heati providing lier
little fainily with bread ; and that was.
ail. Her boys .were good children. al-
rvays in their home after niglîtfall, andl
giving, their inotiier cvery Ilafpeniîy of
thpir earnings, as often as tliey fouîîd
work to do. At last thie inothier fell sick,
and through a %veary illness slie hiad no.
other atteîîdaîrce save the occaisional belp-
of a neighbor, and the constant aid of
lier pour little boys. It was to)ucliing te,
behold their kind ways, and to hear their
gentie words. Everybody said tlîat thcy
wvouId be blcsed in conîxng years, for
their thoughtfui love toward their îîîothîer

The widow recovered; but it was now
the nriddle of thre bitter winter, and their
littie stock <À fuel was neariy goîîe. As
soon as her strength permittecl, she walk-
ed through thre co]d of a cheerless day,
to the shop of ber ehipleyer, nud to]d ber
pitiful story. But hie said itu was hare1


