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OLD SPELING REVISED

Sweet's articl in /4. London News, copid into _Jur.
Or. & Or. for Nov., 1907. In 1876 we mistakenly
surrenderd to “experts” whosoon weeded out all
old and real workers and put tigure-heds in their
vlace and waited for the publie to folo, The pub-
lic with languid indifrence waited for thei to do
something. Result, stagnation. Workers, wiser
. thruexperience, beganagain to re-examin details
and now sho remarkabl progres along Amended
and Preferd linqs. To stop this wud be suicide.

—Philadelfia alone turns out evry year
many large volumes (Nothnagel's System of Iedi-
cin has 12 vol's of 1000 pages each) and jurnals in
which Preferd or Amended wordforins arcomonn.

—When our orchard begins to bearsuch
promising fruit, Sweet advises us to cut it down
and wait til doomsday for his experts to agree!

—The translater of Nothnagel’s secon:l
volume, & Dublin man, in the preface disclaiws,
in tru British spirit, responsibility for speling.

—The Jarrow Guardian and Wallsend
Gazelt, controled by Dr G.B. Hunter of Maxreta-
nza fame (see page 179), hav each haf a coluni of
“Orthografic Notes" weekly, in amended speling.
Certain modified forms ar uzed thruout thein.

—Mr T. P. O’Connor, M. P.,in his Crist-
mas number of 7. P's Weckly, strongly condems
the waste of time and labor incurd in many of
the methods of teaching languages.

—Xmas Greeting : With the seezon’z
greeting,and may Helth's benefacshon be yeurz.
From Mr and Mrs H. Dramwond. Hetton, Eng.
Patriots arouz les animashon than taxgathererz

—French Pronunciation has been workt
over much the same as Ellis did for English. M.
Bonnard and Am. Salmon do it from erly times
to about 1500 ; Charles Thurot, from 1500." Their
treatises ar publisht Ly H. Welter. Paris. wno
publishes Atlas Dialeciologique de Nosmandie by
Guerlin de Guer.

LITERATURE,

Foxics 1N aur [Ny Jerzi] Punric Scuuz
Y.y Suzan M. ¥Fillips. 10 + 4 pages. Ringos, N. J.
It seems that the sec. of SSB was skep-

tical as to extensiv use of fonic methods

of teaching word-analysis and reading in

scools. Had he red Tur HErALD in midl

’80s he might havlernd. Fonicand fonet-

ic methods ar difrent roads to one end: to

sho how far fonics wer uzed in N. Jersey

Mis F., most experienced in both ways,

made extensiv inquiries of scool superin-

tendents and principals. Their encurag-
ing replies apeard in 12-vowel speling in

Larison’s Jxrual (May, Oct., '07) of which

this is a reprint. In Jersey City

Distinct enunciation and correct pronuncia-

tion . .. receiv special atention in the primary
department. . . . . Distinect articulation can be
secured only by persistent fonic dril. . . . Defec-

tiv articulation and prouunciation accuired out
of scool and habitual can be corrected only by
persistent practise and special fonic drils.—P, 9.

OBITUARIES : BOSS, PARKHURST.

Hexry Rusa Boss, born 19 April, 1835,
had cancer of tung two years, and died at
home, Chicago, Sth Dec.,’07. He was a
prominent printerand proofreader. Mr B.
in spare time was a diligent worker, and
mine of information, almost a bookworm,
in printing and language topics, including
the slo and stedy amendment of speling.

S

Important articls hy him on word-division
apeard in 1907, Chicago papers publisht
neurly evrythiug he rote. He publisht for
a time the Chicago Printer,also the Proof
Sheet.  Both stopt for lak of support. He
vorkt for years on a Printers’ Lexicon,
cowpiling it and setting type for it him-
self,and had itstereotyped to N. He pub-
lisht the Chicago Proofl-Readers’ Style-
Book, Kitchen French, and Genealogy of
the Boss Family. In him speling reform
loses a strenuos, intelligent and indefati-
gabl worker of good judgment.

HENRY MARTYN PARKHURST, a cusin
of Rev. Dr Parkhurst of New York city,
bornin 1826 in Framingham, N. H., died
at home, Brooklyn, N. Y., 21 Jan. 1908.
When yung he was a newspaper report-
er and court stenografer. He publisht
The Plowshare in his own alfabet, a 4-
or 8-page 12mo sheet kept going for 119
issues during forty years ending 1889.
In it he discust fonetics, shorthand, as-
tronomy, mathematics and (ocasionaly)
politics. He was deeply interested in
astronomy and mathematics, working

out and publishing a table of logarithms
on a duodecimal basis. NoJJOW.

A REASONABL CONSFERVATIV.

I rather ag_ee with yur remark on p.
189: “‘Rule I is too sweeping.’’ The two
admirably comprehend the 24, and ar a
good working mesure of reform on con-
servativ lines. But toomit all useles (si-
lent) letters givs offense to stiklers for
etymology. Cud not Rule I read: OMiT
useles_(silent) letters except when ety-
mologicaly serviceabl? [ uze t/ru and
enjoy its pleasing contrast with cluwsy throngh,

swansea, Wales. E. L. PONTIFEX.

[Mr P.is a conservativ after Bacon:

“Folo Time itself, which indeed inovatetl:
greatly, but quietly, by degrees scarce perceivd.'”
Constru “Oxrt useles letters” to alow re-
tention of etymologic guides. An erly form
of Rule I was“Owir letters foneticaly use-
les,” but “foneticaly” was dropt later, and
later stil Plank 7 put in our Platform.]

MORE PREFERD SPELINGS.

Columbia University, New York city,
givs a list of 180 words which its printer
is to uze. This, tho not mandatory to its
students, wil hav that efect. The list is in
the clas Preferd Spelings, on a level taken
by the Ont. Educa’l Asoc’n in committee
in 1900 (see its Proceedings, 1901, p. 43,
alsoour p. 85), and, like these,a selection,
not the complete list workt on by Mr Lyon
and publisht by us as far as bsige. Up to
hilge Lyon'slistincludes all in Columbia’s
and more,a tribute to his wise thorones so
far. Beyond bilge, we find the foloing

’

(not found in the 400 on our page 85):



