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BUETTER 1HAVE LET 31E ALONE'

11 nex'l thee weeks iade a

great change iii Oliver's life;
bMt _hthor for the botter or
for the wvorse, on the wvholo, hie

hardly linew.
In the first place, one of the firrns

to w'hich Mr. Wilrnot had Nvritton about
his young friend-Carlton & Marshall,
printers and publisiiors - did nt last
co-itrive, to strotch a point and to find
Oliver a situation, withi regular employinent
and fair average pay.

In the second place, aud in consequence
of this, tho yong fcllaov vcnturcd to take
a larger and botter roorn, in the saine
bouse in which hie hiad before been lodging,
and did at last prevail upon his father to
corne over and sharo it Nvith him. Oliver
%vould have clianged his neighbourhood
altogether if lic could have had his awn
way, but to this Martin laythorn would
not consent.

And, thirdly, Agar Wilson loft the littie
roorn in wvhich Oliver had seen him first,
and brouglit hirnself and ahl his odds and
ends of broken furniture to occupy the
littie attic that Oliver hiad just left vacant.
This last was an unmixed advantage, and,
thougli Agar neyer hinted as much, Oliver

could not hielp thinlcing that it wvas a feeling
of friendship for hinseif, and a desire to
lielp hin, wvhichi had prompted the change.
And, indeed, lie began to sec that lie
needed ahl the help lic w'as likely to get.
H1e bogan to see % hy hie father bail %arncd
himi that lie was 1 not good to have to dIo
N'ith,' that his son had botter go his own
Nvay and beave him alone.

Martin Haythorii %vas one of those mon
w'ho have no natural tendeney to drink-
no natural liking for it ce'n-who yet
doliberately turn to it to drug, conscience
and to drown tlight. A very little hiad a
great effeot upon him, and ho knewv it; and
if hoe had had a niind at rest hoe Nvould have
avoidcd drink as carefully as his bost"frîcnd
could have wîshed.

But plainly his niind was not at rcst;
and, thougli hoe had left Joe l{utchins's
lodging, it soemed that thc sailor had stili
some hld on him, which lie hatcd and yet
could not shako off. And always %vlcn lio
-%vas drunk, and sometirnes when hoe ias
sobor, hoe was subject ta fits of passion, in
Nvlichl hie Nvas more like a wild beast than a
mnan; it -was not safe thoin ta interfère
with liii, and yet it liardly seemed possible
ta leave him alone.

At firrt 'when these attacks came on,
provoh-ed by anything or nothing as the
case might be, Oliver vas too muel


