THE INDIAN NATIONS.

His BExcellency Sir George Arthur appointed
a Commission to caquire into the condition of
the Indians, and what lands or annuitics they
possesss, and the management of the Indian
department. ¢ From the very extensive and
complicated nature of the first branch of this
inquiry, and the’remoteness of the sources of in-
formation upon which alone the Commissioners
could form accurate opinions,” they deferred a
reporl.onit until theinformation could becollect-
ed,and confined themselves to the second branch
of inquiry,the Indian department. On this their
report treats largely, pointing out its defective
organization in past years, through which they
“have to lament the injudicious disposal of
much valuable property, and the disappearance
of unaccounted funds.” ¢Vast sums which
from time to time have been rcalized from
sales of blocks of their lands (especially reser-
ved for the use of them and their vosterity) in-
stead of being invested in conformity to the
trust, and the interest only paid over to the
claimants, have, on the contrary, been from
time to time divided and distributed among
them, and are conscquently lost to those for
whose benefii and advantage they should bave
been safely invested, and inviolably presened.”

The report enters minutely into the various
changes that are requisite to render the Indian
department thoroughly efficient, as it respects
the disposal of Indian lands, the removal of
squatters from those lands, the distribution of
the annual presents, the promotion of civibiza-
tion among the Indians, the internal arrange-
ments of the office, and 1 general cvery thing
connected with Indian affuirs,

The following extract from the conclusion of
the report wiil show the nature of the improve-
ments suggested,

Your committee will now, as concicely as
possible, recapitulate the subjects of their con-
sideration; the defects in the constitution and
operation of the department, which appear to
them to requirc attention and improvement;
and respectfully make such suggestions as in
their opinion will effect such improvement.

First—With regard to the system of paying
the annuities, your committee are not prepared
to rccommend any change at present. They
are of opinion that the mode described by Mr.
Jarvis, of paying them in commodities, which
are generally useful to the communitics, and
have a tendency to domesticate them, and pro-
mote the practize of agriculture, a mode happily
as it appears, originating in the good sense of
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the Indiuns themselves, ought to be contine
ucd.

The changes recommended by your commit-
tee under vther heads will, they trust, have the
cllect of rendering such system stitl niwore
agrecable and beneticial to the Indians,

Secondly.—As to the mode of tuking care of
the Indians’ lands, and whether great altera-
tions and improvements might not be cffected,
much to the advantage of the Indians, your
committec have already, in the body of their
report, entered nt great length into this per-
plexing subject,and are strongly impressed with
the opinion, that so entire a change not only in
the preservation, but in the appropriation of the
wild lands, must be effected beforc any material
improvement in the social condition of the In-
dians can be hoped for, (schewmes in velation to
which, your committee will submit in their re-
port upon the best means of ameliorating their
condition generally,) that they for the prescnt
avoid recommending any partial alterations,
and confine themselves to the protection of
t{:eir property, against the cvils predicated in
the

Third branch of this inquiry.—As to the
course to be adopted with respect to Squatters
upon Indians’ lands. These may be divided in-
to two classes,

First, of those who have taken illegal pos-
session of the land,cither under some pretended
license from individual Indians, or without even
such colour of title, for the purpose of farming
alone, and have cleared and cultivated and built
upon the land, .

Secondly.  Such v.hose illegal possession 18
accompanicd by circuustances of a still more
ohjectinnable nature,—such as cuiting and
plundering the valuable tiinber—keepinghouses
for the sale of spintuous liquors, and otherwice
dissemunating the vices into which the Indians
so casily full, and which are the real source of
much of their destitution.

The first class by the valuable improvements
upon and attached to the lands, have givena
sort of security fur their ultimately making to
the Indians full compensation for their tempor-
ary usurpation, and their cases may for the pre-
sent be postponed, and taken into considera-
tion in connection with the scheme above
alluded to.

There were numercus instances of such upon
the lands surrendered to the Crown, and con-
veyed and sold for the Indians’ benefit; theso
lots were valued with the improvements, and
the intruders had the privilege of pre-emption
at the price fixed by the Government, If aban-
doned, they were of course,with their increased
value, put up to public competition. This rule
might be beneficially followed again, whether
the lands be leased or sold.



