
TUE INDIAN NATIONS.

11w E\cellency Sir George Arthuor appointed
a Commission to onquire into the condition of
the Indians, and what lands or annuities t!.,y
possesss, and the mianagemnent of tlic Indian
departmnent. IlFrom the very extensive nnd
complicated nature of' the first branch of tlîis
inquiry, and theoremotenoss of the sources of in-
formation upon wvhich alone the Cominissioners
could formi accurate opinions," they del'crrcd a
rcporl.on ituntil theinformation could bccollect-
ed,and confinedl themselves to the second brandi
of inquirythe Indian departînent. On this their
report treats largely, pointing out its defective
organization in past years, througli whicli they
"have to lainent the injudicions disposai of
much valuablo property, and the disappearance
of unaccounted fonds." "4Vast suins which
from time to time have been rcalized froin
sales of blocks of their lands (especially reser-
yod for the use ef theni and their posterity) in-
stead of being invested in conforinity te flie
trust, and the interest only paid over to the
claimants, have, on the contrary, been froni
time to time divided and distrîbuted. aiong-
them, and are consequently lost to those for
whose benefit and advantage they should have
lacen safely invested, and inviolably preserx cd."

The report enters minutely into the varieus
changes that are requisite to render the Indian
departmnent, thoroughly efficient, as it respects
'lhe disposai of Indian lands, the removal of
squatters froni those lairJ.:,, the distribution of
the annual presenits, the~ pruinution of civifiza-
tion among the Indians, the internai arrange-
ments of tle office, and in general every thing
connected with Indian affairs.

The following extract froni the conclusion of
the report wvii1 show the nature o? the impreve-
inents suggested.

Your committee wvill newv, as concitecly as
possible, recapitutate the subjects of their con-
sideration; the defeets in the constitution and
operation of the departmnent, wvhich appear te
them te require attention and irnprovement;
and respectfully nike such suggestions as in
their opinion will effect, such imaprovement.

First-With regard to the system of paying
the annuities, your committee are net prepared
te recommend any change at, preserit. They
are of opinion that the mode describedl by Mr.
Jarvis, of' paying theni in commodities, w'hich
are generally useful tC' the commîunities, und
have a tendency to domesticate them, and pro-
mote theprautise.o? agriculture, a mode happily
as it appears, originatingr in the good ,sense of

the, Indians tlheinselves, ought te bc contîn-
ucd.

The changes rccoianmended by your commit-
tee uander utlier hicads nil], tlîey trust, hiave the
cflct or rendeving such i yt>tcin stiti. more
zagreable and beneficial to the Indians.

Sccoitdly.-As te the mode o? ting care of
the Indians' lands, and whietlier great altera-
tiono and improvenients iiniglit net be efFected,
nitîch to the advantage of the Indians, your
cominittee have already, in the body or their
report, entcxed itt great lengtli into thîs per-
plexing subjcctand are strongly impressed. with
the opinion, thnt se entire a change net only in
the preservation, but in the appropriation o? the
wild lands, muist be effected before any material,
iînprovement in tlie social condition of the In-
dians ean be lîoped for, (sehecines in relation te
wlîich, yeur coînmittee wvill submit in their re-
port upon flie best nîcans of ainehiorating their
condition goner--lly,) that they for the presc.nt
avoid recoînmendiîîg any partial alterations,
and confine thieniselves te the protection of
tlîeir preperty, against the evils predicatedl in
the

Third branch of this inquiry.-As te the
course to be adopted it itlî respect te Squatters
upon Indians' lands. Those înay be divided in-
to two classes.

First, o? those wvhe have taken illegal, pos-
session of the land,either uîder rome pretended
Iîcense from individual Indians, or without even
sîîch coleur of tite, for the purpose of farminoe
alone, ani have cleared and cultivated and built
upon the loand.

Sccondly. Suîch î.hobe llogal possession as
acronapanied by cirC LînibtaInCU Uf a btidl mo1re
ohjortinnaille na-ture,-such as cutting and
plundering the valuable tiînber-keepinghouses
fer flie sale of spirituous liquors, and otherwiEe
dissenîinating the vices inte which the Indians
se easily fadi, and %%hicli are the real source of
înuch o? their destitution.

The first class by the valuable imprevements
upon and attachedl te the lands, have given a
sert ef eecurity fur their ultiuta*aely înaking to
the Indians fuit compensation for their temapor-
ary usurpation, and their cases may fer the pre-
sent bo postpoiied, and taken inte considera-
tien in coniiection with .the seheme above
alluded te.

There wvere numerous instances o? such upon
the lands surrendered te the Crown, and con.
veyed and sold for the Indians' benefit; theso
lots were valued! %ith the imprevementes, and
the intruders had the privilege o? pre-emptien
at the price fixed by the Government. If aban-
doncd, they werc e? ceursewith their increaaed
value, put up te, public competitien. This suie
might bo beneflcially followed again, \vhether
the lands be leased or sek].


