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THE ECCLESIASTICAL GAZETTE.

—————— s

to consirler tho pressing wants of tho growing,; and their cflicienoy, with thosolemunity of n public,
population; and I find in onc of tho enrliest |- service in the church, and by an instr. ~ent under
reports made by o joint committee, n copy ofyfthe Episcopnl hand and seal; nnd that they
which was laid on the table of tho Lower House, j, should be in all respects under the control nud
that the mnin remedy suggested was tho increase ; divection of tho incumbent in whose parish they
of the Dinconate  The committee say-— inreemployed.  We further think thes they should
“We aro of opinion that this need might f Le at liberty at any timo whatever to resign the
insome mensuro be supplicd, if the Bishops should jj commission so received from the bishop, aud that |
bo willing, in such cases s to them might scem y the birhop, on the other hand should have the
meet, to admit to the order of Deacons literato |, nuthority torevokesuch commission ot the grouml‘
pevsoss aud thoso who had not attained the snme y, of erroncous teaching or immoral conduet.
proficiency in the classical langunges as is now il ¢ Wo mnke this recommendaticn with a fall
required 1 candidates for tho offico of Deacon.” { sonviction of the pressing wants of tho Church of
Tho recommendation was followed by several y Eagland, and of tho need of' n greatly muliipi-ed
qunlifications, No nction took place upon thatjjngency to cnable her to fulfil the purposes of her;
report, and in the year 1858, when tho rubject  aigh and holy ealling. Nor would wo concludu]
was ngain considered by the Lower Ifonse, a. sithoutthe carnest prayer that, whethor by these
representation was made to the Upper House, in 1 or by somo othier means, an * effectual door® may
which it is stated— be ope «d for tho piety and zeal of those who
4 With regard to Deacons, it has been suggested § seek, by a definite mission from the Church, and
by our committee whether the Diaconate might, in hearty communion with her, to promoto the
not be cxtended in such n wmanner as to mark: tomporal and spiritual wellave of thero fellow-
most distinctly tho difference Detween that creatures.”
order and the Uricsthood, und thus to givein-y 1 think wo must conclude that the mensure
crensed efficiency to both by a better adjustment | ndvocated in this petition is one to which the,
of their severnl duties, as_defined in the Qrdinnl ,, imind of the clergy, ns fur as they are represented—
of the Book of Commien Prayer. 'The subject is|, nud I believe they aro fairly represented in the
of such grave importance thut we have appointed § Lower HHousc—has gradually been approaching, .
& commnitteo to consider awl report thereon to| nud that the timo has nrrived when wo may at)

this house; and it has Leen commended to the
consideration of the same committeo whether it |,
night not be expedicat to revive the ancient order |
of *Reuders,’ n8 was designed by Archbishop
Parker isnmediately after tho Restoration,”

A committeo was thereupon appointed, and the
veport wineh is afluded to in the petition was
made. That committee took into consideration

tho subject of the Dincenate, and the expediency
and possibility of extending it 80 ns to wmeet the
growing wants of the population. After pointing |,

least give the subject our serious consideration.

from tho better managoment of the church pro-
perty  In the mean timo the population i3 in-
creasing in & much more rapitt ratio. But, even
supposing we liad tho meang, it is not at all
clenr that we have the men, Wo havo not the
data for dotermining the proportion which the
caudidates now hear to tho numbor at the begin-
ning of the century. But in our remote dioceses
wo find a difficulty in obtaining proper eandilates
for orders, probably from their being absorbed in
the southern and more favoured dioceses. Then
the quostion recurs—\Vhat is to be done? Are
wo to retluce thostandar ) of qualification for these
who offer themselvesag canditates for holy orders?
I Lelieve nono of us wouid be propared to recom-
mend any such step.  Wo kaow that the quali-

iﬁcxuion at present with respect to tearuing nnd

attainments is by no meaws too high, and could
not be reduced without impairing tho cfticiency
of those who ecnter into holy orders. Another
wenus which has been suggested of meeting the
difficulty iy, a large increase of thoe dinconate.
Then wo have the seripture-readers, to whom the
church owes a great deul ; but there iy this draw-
back, that n seripture-reader costs a3 much as a
curate, and therefore the supply must be limited.
Tho petitioners point out another important class
who desire to cmploy their leisure timo for the
benefit of their fellow-crentures, It is trom 1hat
class that the Wesleyan Methodists obtain many

Two points ave presented to our considerativn— ,, of their most able holpers, and 1 huve met many
first, the great aud increasing population of the . persons who would have been ready to assist us

country compared with the agency provided furits

. spiritual welfarcand; secondly, the presumed exist- |

ence of a body of pious and God-fearing men, whe,
although employed in their own voeations, have,

if we had been able to receivo their aseistance
The question raised by the report of the Lower
House, and the petition is, whether such men
could not be authorised, commissioned, and set

.tho timo and the desire to employ that time for  apart to perform certain duties under the super-
tho glory of God and the welfare of their fellow- , intendence of tho incumbent, such as visiting the
creatures.  Oucach of these points T will venture | sick and other chavitable offices. Iam naware
to say n few words. It ig zearcely possible to, that the committee will have to encounter con-

out the various difficulties in the way of such| contemplnte the rapidity with which our popula- , siderable difficultics. They will have to determine

extousion, the committce say—
¢ From these and other comsiderations we are
of opinion that, whatever incrense may tuko place
in the number of persons admitted to the Dincon-l
ate, n new agenoy is alro required, which may bo
tupplemental to it, and disturb as httly ag
possible our present ecclesinstical system.

*Qur attention has therefuro been directed, in |
the next place, and according to our instructions,
to the expedicncy of reviving the ancient order
of Readers.  We fiud that this office, which ¢can
be taced back to tho third eentury, or cven to
an earhier period, was partially restored, at least
1 name, for o short time, immediately afier the
Reformation.  The purpose of its restoration was
to secure parishes from bemg cutively destituto
of religious teachwng, there boing & waut at that

{ ton i8 increasing without any scrious thoughts, | whether such an agency could bo cstablished

In the year 1801 the population of England and, without saunctioning the irregular efforts whick
Wales was about 9,000,000; in 1851 it had, are so frequently made, aud which, while doing
veached 18,000,000 : and in 1861 it exceeded )30 much good, oceasionally do some harm  An-
20,000,000. 1t is obvious, then, that if the pro- , other question which will arise is the name to be
vision for tho spiritual wants of the population in |, given to these agents, for a name might be adopted
1801 was assumed to be sufficient, double that, which would carry with it such an assacintion of
provision must have been necessary when (hc,.pr(-judiccs as would destroy the best counsidered
eentury was haif gone, and o still lavger number jscheme that was ever devised, The committee
‘must now bo required. Or, to take the matter in, will have to cousider the mode of granting tho
“another point of view, allowing one clergyman to || authority and of withdrawing it—whether by a
"every 2,000 souls, tho inereased population inl licence of tho bishop or otherwise—and whether
1851, required 4,500 additional clergymen, mull'lhe parties sheuld be nllowed to perform any
-for the increasc in the fullowing ten years, 1,000 joffices in the chuch. Supposing it to be pessiblo
.more would be necessary. 1If tho statement be , and desirable to authorise such an agency as this,
true that the population is increasing at the rate it must be considered ns supplemental to, and not
+of 6,000 aunually, 300 additional clergymen arc, superseding, those whiclt already cxist It may

time of persons duly qualified, o respect of
learning, for admisston to huly orders. That)
want, indeed, no longer exists, But a class ofy

:required every year. I am afraid that no large , be necessary to have a moie extended diaconate,
-deduction from this calculation can be mado on 1o cnploy more scripture-readers, to increase the
.the ground that the population will increase pro number of district visitors, amd those who come

persons is now nceded to assist incumbents ofirata 1w parishes whero the clergyman has the ; forward voluatarily 10 assist the clergy in their

populous and scattered parishes in iouso-to-bouse . power of ministering to them, becauso it is well
visitation, 1n catechsing, and 1n performing such y, kuown that there is a tendency in the increasing

schiools. But the question is, whether beyond
this there is not a large amount of roligious zeal
in our land which can be turncd ant direoted to

religicus services ns may Lo assigued to them by ) population to converge upon large towns, which ' L
competent ecclesiastical authority. rave tho centres of manufacture, mining, and! great good. The tide of population, as we all
¢t Various terws have been suggested asindica-| commerce; so that the inoreaso of the population  kuow, is rapidly swelling, aud it is worthy of
tiveof tho nature of the office which the piesent) does really represent the increase of the spiriual ; consideration whether some aid may not be ob-
necessities of the chiureh require.  But, whitever; wauts of the pesple to an extent sufliciently | tained—whether somo nssistance may not be
nume way bo assigied to thooffice, we tunk that . acenrate to make the question very important | given for the purpose of supplying the waunts of
its duties sliould bo adjusted that it may includey, Now, has the increase in the number of the clergy ld that growing population.
persous of ull ravks nnd classes of society; thej at all covresponded with the increasoe of the pop-,;  The Bishor or Wincuestrz—Tbero is nothing
time of some being given wholly to the work; of ,; tlution?  Certaiuly not; noris it likely to de su. in the 1esolutivn as to whetber tho services of the
others, only in punt; sowe reeciving stipends,,. Wo have neither the woney nor the men, 'l‘lw: persons employed should be gratutteus or not,
und others reudering gratuituous services; that , sum required for 5,600 additional clergymen, at M Tho Bisuor ¢r faxcorx—That is purposely
thoso admit ed to it should be subject to coclesi-| 2000 a year each, would be 1,100,0002 Tho';lcl‘c indefinite,
astical junisdictivn, tvcenviug ther cowunssion, (augmentation asaiiable fur the support of the .+ The Bisnor oF Wsncuester—1I wish to romind
on the pemnntivn of the tucuwbent, from the y; paruchinl clergy, 10 the hands of tho Keclesinst' a! jthe honse of the stato i which the caso stood
Bishop of the diocese, after due oxamination ag to 'y Commissioners, amonunts to about 100,000 a year || muny years ugo. Twenty years ago, soun ufter
their moral character, their religious kuowledge, ! Wo trust that a cousiderable increase will rosuhs’ the late Biskop Howley succceded to tho sce of



