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TIANITY.

BY MARK GUY PEARSE.

Lot us turu again to the little com-
pany o? mon and women into whose-
hands has boon put this great work of
rostoring the kingdoms of this world to
Christ. We cannob pretend for a mo-
ment that the conditions whicli have
been suagosted as ossential to such a
work, would ho the only conditions
named-not evon the first. Thore are
neods vory inuch less lofty and very
much loss spiritual than would cQcur to
miost, of us if we were cnthused with a
work so vast and so far- roaching. The
first thought of our practical ninoteonth
century would ho this: we shail want a
great deal of monoy.

And if wo were as poor as that littie
copny of mon and womoen to whom
Chitspoke, what consternation and

desire would come upon us as to the
money 1 Whero can it corne from? If
wo open a subscription list wo might
get Joseph of Arimathea to head it, but
as for us, we can do nothing.

"'We shall want a great doal of money"
-what a familiar phrase. How natural
it seems and how necossary. We
measure our possibilities for the worldI's
conversion by our monoy. It is the sum
o? our wants. The cry of the Church is,
Give, givo, give; and the dreami of the
zealous is, what wonders we could do if
we only had tbe money.

Now let us ask ourselves earnestly,
why is it that in the beginning o? this
groat work not, a single word about
xnoney was ever spoken, either by the
Master or the disciples? If money .is
essential to this work, why didi not
Jesus Christ secure it for Himself when.
Ho went, forth; and in turn secure a
vast endowmient for Ris disciples at tho
commencement o? thoir work ? Did Hie
not know how much of the onergy, and
heart, and timo o? the Church would ho
taken up in iaising the necessary funds ?
Did Hie flotknow that the Church would
ho crippled and bampercd, aud lier work
scmetimes actually givon up for the
want of money ? Anýd yet H1e doos flot
say one word about it. And -when a

very rich mnan camne to Him, one day, Ho
quietly boid him go and get shut of his
money and then comir and follow Hum.
What doos it inean ?

There is a vague impression that in
Lhose days of intense spirituality and
swoet simplicity, they somnehow managced
to get along without money. If that ho
so, thon in the name of the Lord Jesus,
let us strive to get back agrain such a
blessed condition. But, of course, they
needod monoy as much as we do> and
had a great deal less of it; how is it,
thon, that the oarly C1hurch doos not,
seem to have foRt the nood of that, which
is the oxtremo raquisite of the Churcli
to-day? Chriatianity, as we sec it in
the New Testament, has no more to do
with tithes than with inconse c,- ephods.
Jesus Christ gave no cominandment or
promise concerning monoy, except, in-
deed, that Rie told Ris disciples to pro-
vide neither gold, nor silvor, nor brass
in their purso.

" But we mnust have, monoy of course,"'
says everybody, as làf "bat ended al
question,and as if evorything must star«'ý
stili until the money is given. Faith,
heroism, entorprise for the Lord Jesus>
are ail to be suppressed until the tithes,
are in the storeh't-use; then go forth and
bo as horoic as you please, only be care-
fui not, to stop beyond the ftinds in baud.
It is, of course, very easy to sneer at al
this as sentiment and sublime theory;
that is a very littie rnatter. The ques-
tion is, did the Lord Jesus Christ intend
the success of the Church to depend in
any dog-ree upon money?

"«Ye shpll roceive power after the
Holy Ghost 19 comne upon you." Is this
condition depondent, in the slightest,
degree, upon the incomne oÈ the Church?
And yet we ail declaro, wo must, have
money. Do we really mean to assert
that wo bolieve in a system deaigned for
the conquest of the wholo, world, and
beliove that its great Founder and Read
bas all power in beaven and in eartb,
and yet that Ris Chureh is perpetually
on the point o? failure for want of
money? If wo must bave mnoney; if
money is essential to the triumph of
Christianity, lot us have the confidence
to go to Ood and ask for it, andi let us,
have. the assurance that it will ho givon.


