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to iniprove erery opportunity, on the way
to, or in, l'eaven. And these miglit have
been,1 in their turn, influenciug others to
their eternal good, in place of influericing
themn to their eternal muin. To have let
slip one opportunity for definite work for
Christ involves ail these possibilities,
whiehi iakes a slîudder rua througnh the
soul, and causes the very blackness of'
darkîîess to gather around the spirits, un-
tii the Ilnguage of Wesley's liynin seenis
inot too strongy to voice the feelings of the
heart:

"'Guilty I stard Mdore Thy face,
On meo 1 feel Thy wrath abitle,
'Tis just tho sentence shoulci take place,
'Tis just, but O, ihy son liath died."

Yes, and were it not for the last thoughit,
it wvou'id be feit to be the blackness of
daiknessforever. But jitt. as tie sintier,
se -kiiug pai doni for the first tirne, su they
take reluge in the woncirous provision
made for sin in the deathi of Christ.

But at the beginning of a new year,
hwving, confessed tesis of the previous
,year, and again experienced the lurgive-
ness of God, and the 'cleansiing of0t1fli
blood of Jesus Christ, what is the groutid
of hiope that the close of this year will
iiot lInid thei again, as sinners gîîilty be-
fore God and needing pardon anîd cleans-
ingz. Dues îîot thecreed oU matuy Cliristianiis,
and even of the nmajority of professors of
hioliness, takze iii suich a recuirring experi-
ence as an absolute necessity?

But, alas, our observation shows us that,
sooner or later, Chi-istians gro w weary of'
making, good resohutioiîs, wli fail to, be
carried ol'i4, and eithier give up the busi-
ness aItogether, or else adopt it as one of
thue niere formalities of a rigious liUe.

'%Vhy flot look .quareI! at this mirahty
question? ACiiiýtian e'her can ast now
)ive at hie best for Christ, or lie cannot.
If he cannot, let hiim say so and have
done with. the matter. Or if it is an ad-
mitted fact that it promotes piety to ad-
mit that lie cannot so live, and yet airn at
it, then let this creed be definitely stated
aud defended. But if it is possible, this
mon etit, and during ail succeeding mo-
ments, to live our vcry best for Christ,
and be conscious of the fact, so t>hat wve
cani ititess to it to ourseives, to others,
aud befère God, then our supreme busi-
ness is to attend to this definite niatter.

If %ve live this moment just ri.ght, tiiere
Nvill bc the best prospect possible for the
next momnt, and, if ail the egucc-ssive
moments see us at our best for Christ, the
yenr %vill take care of itself.

The result of our car.-ful study of the
Bible is, that living at our best for Christ
by the year-all the time-is the normal
state of the Christian, and that it is only
accomplishied whien we receive the "«pro-
mise of the F&tlier," wluicih is the lil]y
Ghiost, jito our lives in IPetitecostal power,
and Hie beconies the one and only law of
life. Any other wny ninst be Uolowed at
the close of the year wvith a sense of )x&r-
tiai, if not entire failure; ie what St. Paul
deniominates the lawv of sixu and death, for
it alvays eventuates in sin and t.he death
of oui highiest aspirations. But the law
of the spirit of lifé iii Christ Jesus mnakes
free froni this law of sin and death. liom.
viii. 2.

We know by personal acquaintance a
goodly nuniber who, %vith the writer, eau
look back over the past year as a test of
this law of the Spirit, and the result is.
entire satisfaction. Vie look back uipon
a year spent at oui- best fo7- Christ. Glory
be to Ris naine.

INCIDENTS BY THIE WAY.

TiE POWER 0F TESTIMONY.-At one-
of the Wedniesday prayer-xneetiinge, visited
l)y the Band, an official nuember of the
Churchi, after listening tc' the volume of
testimony for sorte tirne, told us that if'
he liad knowu that this was to be a holi-
niess mepting lie would flot have corne,
but now. Q'iid lie, 1 arn glad I came, and
if it will be any encouragement to the
fiiends whio have visited us, I wish to say
to thexw that 1 will never rest titi I1 obtain
this very experieuce they have been wit-
nessing to. It is what rny soul craves.
I have alwvays been inii aver of holiness,
but I cati sec now that sorne professors of
this blessing, wiLh ivhom I came in con-
tact, did not iii thieir conduet conimend it
to my jndgment, and so prejudiced mie
somewhiat acgainst it.

WEo5 FAurJiUL.-Whiy le iL that s,>
many sincere Christians, wlio are patiingtC
after a satisfactory experience, are so very
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