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THE DlISCIPLE S -AND THE QUESTION OF COMMUNION.
To. the )Ed itr ofte Vii lni/ss of 'nD1117.

DLrAU, Siit:-Cramped as 1 ani for time, having just returned frou
a tour in the western part of my circuit, and being ju8t on the eve of
departure again toward the east; I snntch a fev moments ere I stari
te converse withi you and the readcrs of the ;I'tiiess In the February
Number of your periodîcal, whichi has just came to baud, I perceive a
le tter froni M r. R atLtray, the last paragrapli of which has arrested my
gttention--in connexion witli your reply. and led me again, quite utn-
czpediedly, te takie up my pen.

-it appears that 31r. 11. on reading tire fitth letter you addressed tu
me,) eaugirt the idea that you there statedl open communion views, and
that after being assured by bis Baptist brother that you were as close
communion as your -1hard-sireli" brethrcn, lhe resolved te end the doubt
by xnakingf a direct inquiry on the subjeet. For iny own share 1 have
always understood witlr nly"I Baptist brother," tiiat the Disciples were
as close on the subjeet-, of communion, aje, aud even more so, thau
their clos,. communion Baptist brethren : nor a-ni Iyet eonvinced to
the eontrar oy. I ani soinewhat surprised that Mr. Rattray sbould have
cauglit the impression froni the letter, in question, that you held>open
communion views: as it was quite plain to me frein tiret same letter;
that notwithstanding the cant you, tirere indulged in with reference te
tbe lkpti.sts as a body tiret you yourself would have quite as mucli
"lRoman rigidity*" as- the Particular Baptists with reference te the
samne subjeet; if not a littie miore. What ôtber idea could I have en-
tertained on reading(suchi expressions as thbe following: IlThe Disciple
in their weekiy gatherings, ln imitation of the primitive model, -spread
the Lord's table, Seat theinselves around it, aud invite ail who*number

wit th saed-all wlro acknowledge the Ileoe faithi-thone Lord-
and-thse eue b-«pt*,isr," te partake wîth theni." Now Sir,-I 'would ask
iibat dîd yeu t-hcre incan by the Ileue baptism" 2 Did you not Mean

beliver' im erson? Ia cm perfectly satisfled you did not mean ie!fan$*
spritkcing as you in comnion with ail Birptists do net regard Ihat as
baptisr n any sense. Then again, tako arrother phrase as heing y.t
even more precise on the point. IlIf yen ask for a, more definite know-
Itdge ot Our practice and desire te aseertain how w. know who are out
brethren in thre lord, the answcr is aise at baud. Every one whe
'believea that Jcsus is tie Christ-who bas confesse him as~ theont
Lord, and who has openly obcycd 1dm in Iraviug submitted Io ile bap.

iisçntl death and r-estrrecion-evcr-y professo;r I say 'who bas tlsrs


