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the wind ; but now the fire gets mastery, and burns dread-

That night most of the Londoners had taken their lust
sleep in their houses; they little thought it would be so
when they went into their beds; they did not in the least
suspect, when the doors of their cars were unlocked, and the
casements of their eyes were opened in the morning, to hear
of such an enemy invading the city, and that they should sce
him, with such fury, enter the doors of their houses, break
into every room, and look out of their cascinents with such
a threatening countenatices

That which ade the ruin the more dismal was, that it
was begun on the Lord's-day morning. Never was there
the like Sabbath in London ; some churches were in flames
that duy; and Godseems to come down, and to preach him.
self in them, as ke did in DMount Sinzi, when the mour
burned with fire 3 such warmn preaching those churches ne-
ver had 3 such lightning dreadful sermons never were before
delivered in Liondon. In othdr churches ministers were
preaching their farewell sermons, and people were hearing
with quaking and astonishment ; instcad ofa holy rest which
Christians have taken on this day, there is a tumultuous
hurrying about the streets towards the place that burned,
and more tumultuous hurrying upon the spirits of those who
sat still, and had only the notice of the car of the quick and
strange spreading of the fire,

Now the train-bands are up in anns watching at cvery
quarter for outlandish-men, because of the general fear and
Jealousics, and rumours, that fire-balls were thrown into
houses by several of them to help on and provoke the too
furious flames. Now goods are hastily removed from the
lower parts of the city ; and the body of the people begin to
retire, and draw upwards, as the people did from the taber-
nacles of Korah, Dathan and Abiram, when the carth did
cleave asunder and swallow them up; or rather as Lot drew
out from his house in Sudom before it was consumed by fire
from heaven.  Yet some hopes were retained on the Lord’s-
day that the fire would be extinguished, especially by them
who lived in the remote parts; they could searcely imagine
that the fire 2 mile off should be able to reach their houses.

But the evening draws on, and now the fire is more visi-
ble and dreadful ; instead of the black curtains of the night,
which used to be spread over the city, now the curtains are
yellow; the smoke that arose from the burning parts scemed
like so much flame in the night, which being blown upon
the other parts by the wind, the whole city, at some distance,
seemed to be on fire.  Now hopes begin to sink, and a
general consternation scizeth upen the spirits of people; lit-
tle sleep is taken in Londou this night; the amazement
which the eye and car doth cffect upon the spirit, doth either
dry up or drive away the vapour which uscd to blind up the
senses. Some are at work to queuch the fire with water ;
others endeavour tostop its course by pulling dowa of houses;
but all to no purpose; if it be a little allayed, or beaten
down, or put to a stand in some places, it is but a very lit-
tle while; it quickly recruits, and recovers its force ; it
leaps, and mounts, and makes the more furious onsct, drives
back its opposers, snatchieth their weapons out of their hands,
scizeth upon’ the water houses and cngines, bumns them,
spoils them, and makes them unfit for service.

On the Lord’s-day night the fire had run as far as Gar-
lick-hithe, in Thames-street, and had crept up into Cannon-
street, and levelled it with the ground ; and still is making
forward by the water-side, and upward to the brow of the
hill, on which thecity was built. )

_On Monday, (the 3d) Gracechurch-street is all in flames,
with Lombard:strcet, on the left hand, and part of Fen-
church-stréet, an the right, the fire working (though not so
fast) against the wind that way; before it were pleasantand
stately houses, behind it ruinous and desolate heaps. The
burning then was in fashion of 2 bow—a dreadful bow it was
-~=such as mine eyes never before had seen: a bow which

had God’sarrow in ity with a flaming poiut : it was a shining
bow-—not like that in the cloud, which brings water with it,
and withal signified God's covenant not to destroy the world
any more with water—~but it was a bow which had fire in
it, which signified God's anger, and his inteation to destroy
London with fire. )

Now the flames break in upon Cornhill, that large «nd
spacious street, and quickly cross the way by the train of
wood that lay in the streets untaken away, which had beén
pulled down from houses to prevent its spreading; and so
they lick the whole street as they go; they mount up to the
tap of the highest louses; they descend down to the bottom
of the lowest vaults and cellars ; and march along on both
sides of the way, with such a roaring noise, as never was
lieard in the city of London ; no stately building so great as
to resist their fury 3 the Royal Exchangcfitself, the glory of
the merchants, is now invaded with much violence ; and
when once the fire was entered, how quickly did it runround
the galleries, filling them with flames; then came down
stairs, compasseth the walks, giving forth flaming volleys,
and filleth - the court with sheets of fire; by-and-by, down
fall all the kings upon their faces, and the greatest part of
the stone building after them, (the founder's statue only re-
mgaining) with sueh a noise as was dreadful and astonishing.

Then, then the city did shake indeed 3 and the inhabitant
did tremble, and flew away in great amazement from their
Louses, lest the flames should devour them; rattle, rattle,
rattle, wus the noisc which the fire struck upon the car
round about, us if there had been a thousand iron chariots
beating upon the stones ; and if you opened your eye to the
opening of the streets, where the fire was come, you might
see, in some places, whole streets at once in flames, that is-
sucd forth as if they had heen so many great forges, from
the opposite windows, which, folding together, were united
into one great flame throughout the whole street; and then
you might sce the houses tumble, tumnble, tumble, from one
end of the strect to the other, with a great crash, leaving
thic foundation open to the view of the hicavens,

Now fearfulness and terror doth surprise the citizens of
London ; confusion and astonishment doth fall upon then
at this unheard of, unthought-of, judgment. It would have
grieved the heart of an unconcerned person to sce the rue-
fui looks, the pale cheeks, the tears trickling down from the
eyes, (where the greatness of sorrow and amazement could
give leave for such a vent,) the smiting of the breast, the
wringing of the hands; to hear the sighs and groans, the
doleful and weeping speeches of the distressed citizens, when
they were bringing forth their wives, (some from their child-
bed,) and their little ones, (some from their sick-bed,) out
of their houses, and sending them into the country, or some~
where iuto the fields with their goods. Now the hopes of
London ave gone—their heart is sunk ; now there isa ge-~
neral remove in the city, and that in a greater hurry than
before the plague, their goods being in greater danger by
the fire than their persons were by the sickness.  Scarcely
are some returncd, but they must remove again, and, not
as befove, now without any more hopes of ever returning
and living in those hiouses any more.

Now carts, and drays, and coaclies, and horses, as many
as could have entrance into the city, were loaden, and any
money is given for help; £3, £10, £20, £30, for a cart,
to bear forth into the ficlds some choice things, which were
ready to be consumed ; and some of the carmen had the
conscicnee to accept of the highest price which the citizens
did then offer in their extremity; I am mistaken it'such mo-
acy do not burn ‘worse than the fire out of which it was
raked. Now casks of winc, and oil, and other commodi-
tics, are tumbled along, and the owners shove as much of
their goods as they can towards the gate; every one now
becomes a porter to himsclf, and scarcely & back, either of
man or woman, that had strength, but had a burden on it in
the stieets. It was very sad tosce such throngs of poor citi-




