CANADA MILITARY GAZETTE,

Letter tfrom Lady Frankhn.

The following interesting lewter fiom Lady

Franklin 1o Lord Palmerston, afiee haviy |
been printed and privately circalnted in Eng-!

laud, has been furnished for publication here
Tt will be seen that ber ladyship renonnces all
hope that ler husband stdl bives, and styles
herself “ the wilow of Sit John Fraukhn.”

GV, Pacy Mate, Dec. 2, 18356,

My Loun,—I trust I may be permittad, as the
widow of Sir John Franhhn, to drun the at-
teation of Her Majesty's Government to the un-
settled swale of a question wineh a few wonths
ago was uuder their consideration, und to ex-
press a well grounded bope that a fiunl effort
inay be made to ascertain the fate aud recosver
the remnins of my husband’s cxpedition.

Your Lordship will allow e to remind you
that & wmeworizd with this object in view (of
which ! cucluse a printed copy) was caly in
June last presented to, and kindly recerved by
you. It lad beea signed within forty-cight
hours by all the leadeuyg wien of scicnce then
Loudon who had aa opportunity ot sceing 1t
and might lave received an indetinite wugmen
tation of worthy uunes, Lad not the urgency of
the question forbidden delay. To the abure
nummes were upgcuded those of all the Arcuc
officers who had been personally engaged in
the sexrch, und who, though abseat,werc known
10 Lo fuvorable 1o auother effort for its cotuple-
tion. And though that united application ob-
tained no immedinte reault, it was felt, nnd by

no one more strongly thun wyself, that it never !

could be atterly wasted.

1 venturculso to allude to aletter of my owan,
addressed to the Lords Commissivners of the
Admiralty in .April last, and » copy of which
accompanicd, 1 believe, the memonal t0 your
Lordship, wherein 1 carnestly deprecated any
premature adjadication of the reward claimed
by Dr. Rac, ca tho ground that the fatc of m
husbapd’s cxpedition was m  yet ascertained,
and that it was due both to the living and the
dead to complete a search which kad becn bith-
110 pursued under tbe greatest disadvantage,
foz want of the clue which was now fur the first
time in our bands.

‘The memorial above alluded to, and my own
letter of earlier date, had not yet received any
reply, when, in the onth of July, the Lords of
the Admiraity cansed prompt inquiries 10 be
‘made as 10 the probabdility of equipping a 3hip
at that sdvauced -scason, in time for etfective
operations in the field of search. The result was
what it was pronouuced 1o be too late, and ke
subject was dismissed for that season.

l}epon this T addressed a letter to the Doani
(of which I take tho liberty to cuclosc a copy)
respectfully showing that by this unfortunate
delay the opportunity bad also been taken from
me of scadiag out & vessel at my own cost, a

moeasure which T hiad previously felt myself.

obliged to state to their Lordships would.be the
altetuntive of any adverse decision on their part.
1 pleaded, thercfore, as the only remedy for the
1o0sa of an calure gwmmer scason, that the toute
by Bolring St.aits was by some of the 105t com-
pewent Asctic officers considered preferable to
the Eastera route, and that the equipmen: of a
vease] for this directidn need not ke place;be-
foré'\ha close of the year. . ]
T reply, their Lordships cansed me to bs in-
fortned (hat** they had ¢ouie to thé decision not
20 send wny expedition to tho Arctio Tegions in
the Tresent year.” i .
This cornmaunication, bowever, was inanswer
amorely 10 my own jotter. Tle, memorialists
. bad as st received no wepls, aud accordingly
the president of tbe Royal Sodely puts gqucs-
tion respesling the memorial in the Mouse of
Yords 8% the 1088 of the seséion, which drow
£:hm ‘enc of Het' Majesty's Ninisters (Lord Stan-
Tey), after some prelicinary obscrvations; the
ssraraces that Het Majosty's Gorernmbat would
give the yubject their veribus coasideration du-
Tieg the-recess. lmay be ppemitied to
AL in the sonvessation; which Rllowed, Lo
Stanlcy expresed himsclf as very fav:ml!]gy_ qbu-
B 233 ¢ 0 him
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! g no Government expedition, | should be as-, be rewanded from this signul act of sympathy,
ststed i Wtting out my own expedition s on as- | by scemgg her restored 1w her original vocation,
surance which Loid Wiotwesley had jie hind- ) 50 that she muy brng back frow the Arctic
fez3 W cotmntutiucate to e by letter. seas, if not sume living remuant vtour long-lost
Bt my Losdlae potlung las accorred withe | countiymen, yet at least the proofs that they
_ it the Last few nonthis to weaken the rensons | have nobly perished,
cwhich duced the Admiralty, early m July ] | need not add that we have as yet no
Lust, to contemplate .nother tual etfuct, and 130 proofs, whatever may be our meluncholy
they pat it astde ut that tine on the sole ground | foccboudings.  That such i3 the fact, w u le-

i
'
h

U thnt i wats 00 Inte 1o cquap e vessel tor that
scson, T irust it wall b febt that 1 am not en-

wal pomt of view, is chown by a case now or
lately pending m the Scotch courts, in which

, deavoning 1o re-open a clused question, bat! the right of suceession to u considerable proper-

nere,
"has not censed 10 be, and is even now under fa-
i vonmble considernuon  The time has arrived,
Phowever, waen 1 trast 1inay be pardoned for
! pressing vour Lordslup, with whom T believe
! the question rests, for a decision, since by fure
lllwrddelny even my own cfforts muy be para-
ysed.

I have cherished the hope in common with
others, that we were not waiting in vain—
should, however, that decision unfortnuntely
throw upon me the responsibility und the cost
of sending out a vesselmyself, 1 beg 1o assure
your Lordship that I shiadl not shrnk, either
. trom that weiglny responsitility, or fromn the
i sacritice of wy entire available tortone for the
' purpose, supported as 1o inmy convictions
+ by such lugh authoritirs s are onrecord in your
| Lordship’s hands, and by the hearty sympathy
Lol many more.

But before 1 take upon myself so heavy an
{ ubligation, it i3 my bounden duty to entreat
Her Majesiy's Government not to disregard the
argunents which bave led so muny competent
and honourable wen to el thut vur country's
honour is not satisfied, whilst a mystery
which hus excited the sympathy of the civilized
world remains uncleated.  Nor less wouild 1
entreat you to consider what mwust be the un- |
satisfuctory consequences, if any endeavours:
should be made 10 quench all further cfiorts fur
thus object.

It canunot be that this long vexed question
would thereby e set at rest, for it would still
be trae that in a certain circumscribed area
within the Arcticcircle approactable alikefrem
the cast and frow the west, and sute 10 bo at-
tuned by a combination of both movements,
lies the solution of our unhappy countrymen’s
fute. While such is the casc the question will
never die. I beliove thatagain and agmin would
cfforts be mado to reach that spot, and that the
Government could not look on as unconceracd
spectators, nor be relicved in prtblic opinion of
the responsibility they had prematurely cast off.

But I refrin from pursuing this urgument,
! though if any illustration weie wanting of its
| teuth, I think it mighit be found in the events
i thatare passing belore our cyes.

i It is now about two years ago since one of
Her Majesty’s Arctic ships was abandoned in
theice.  fu duc time this ship floated away
was picked up by au Amcricas whaler, carriv
into an Amcrican port, and (all properts in her
baving been relinquistied by the Admimalty) was
purchased of her rescuess by the Amesican Gov-
etament, by whom she bas been lavistly re-
cquipped, and is now on her passage to Eng-
and, a free gift to Hor Mujesty the Queen. The
4 Resolute” 15 about 10 be dalivered up in Ports-
moath harbor, notmerely in ev:dence of the cot-
dinl relativn existing between thoe two couutrics,
but as a lively token of the deep interest aad
sympathy of the Americans in that great cause
of Lymanity in which they bave 20 nobly borae
their part.  The resolution of Con express-
1y states this motive, and indeed there could be
0o other, asit i3 well koown tha¥¥or any puc-
pose but the Arctic service {hose expensive
eqaipments would beperfectly useless and re-
quire removal.  *

Nir Lord, yon will not let this rescned and
restored ship emblesatic of' so many enlightened
and gencrous sentimeats, fail, even paryally in
ber sign‘ficant mission.  § venture to bope that
sho will be noccgu-d in the spirit in which she
ig schr. T higrebly trost that the American
ple, and eppec that pbilanthropic cjuzen
who hasspent:80 largely of his private fortune
intho seatchfor the lost ships, and to whom
| was committed by biy ‘Governmeit tho eatiro

i

{

13 to obtain the setilement of otie of which | 1y is not admitted, vn account of the absence of

i

wll but conjectural testimuny.  In thissgpect of
the questiun, 1 have no parsonal intevest, but it
i3 one¢ that may not be deemed unwonthy of your
Lordslip's attention, combined as it must be
with the fact that our most expericnced Artic
officers are willing to stake their reputation
upon tho feasibility of teaching the spot where
50 many sccrets lie buried, if ouly they are sup-
plied with the adequute means.

it would bea waste of words to astempt to
refute ngain the main objections that have béen
urged against a penewed search, as involving
exiraordinaty dunger and risking life.  The sate
reteen of our officers and men cannot be denied,
ucither will it be disputed that each succeeding
year diminishes the risk of casualty, and, in-
Seed, 1 teel it would be especindly superfluons
and unseasonable to argue against this particu-
lar objection, or against the tnancial-one which
generully nccumpanics it, ata moment when
uew expeditions for the glorious wterests of sci-
ence, and which every troe loser of scicnce and
of his conntry must rejoics in, ave contemplated
for the juterior of Africn and other parts which
are fur less fvorable to human life than the icy
1cgions of the North.

But with respect to expenditare, I may per-
haps be sllowed, as T have alluded to that topic,
agiia to call to your Lordship's attention that
the “ Resolute” is ready equipped for Atctic ser-
vice by the munifeence of another nation, and
that other Arctic ships,equally well fitted for the
pulr'sose arc lying useless in Her Majesty’s dock-
yards, along with acoumulated Arctic stores
Lrcaght back by tbelate expeditions, and there-
fore long since included in the navy estimates;
and which, beside, are available only for Arctic
service, and if suld would be bought only at no-
minal prices.  In additiun to tho above sources
of supply arc those alrendy eaisting on the Asc-
tic shores, which are now studded with depots
of provisions and fuc! left srom the last avd for-
mer expeditions, aud fit as cver for use, because
of thie conservative propertics of the climate.

But even were the expenditure greater than
can thus reasonably be expected, I submit to
your Lordship that this is 2 casc of no ordioary
exigency. These 135 men of the ¢ Ercbus” and
+ Terrar,” (ot perhaps [ should say the greater
part of l}:cm, since we do not_yet kuow that
there are no survivors) have laid dowwn their
lives after suffering doubliless of nnexampled se-
verity, in tho service of their country, as traly
as if they had penishied hy tiie rifle, the cannon
buil, or the bayonet. Nay more, by attaming
she Northern and nlready surveyed coast of
Amurica, itis clear that they solved the pro-
Llem which twas the object of their labors, or,
in the beautiful words of Sir John Ricbm’éson,
that  they forped the 1ast Jink of the Northwest
passage with their lives.? .

Sarely then, I may-plesd for such mep, thata
careful scarch be made for aay possible survi-
vor, that the bones of the dead be soughffor and
gatlrered tofether, *that theirbuiced records be
upcartbed; or mecorered fromm wthe hands of tho
EBequimaux, and abqve all, that their last writ-
1en words, so precious totkeir bereayed familics
and fritnds, be saved from ddstructidn. * A s~
-gion S0 sacred, is worthy ofa Govetrmédtwhich
has grudged and spared nothing for jtks beroic
' soldices and sailors in other ficlds of warlare,
and will surcly be approved by our Gmcious
Qucen;- 'who ovetlooks onc.of Her :loyul - sub-
jects suffierisg and dying for sheir .country’s ho-
nor.

This firal and cxbausting sexrth ($1 T stk
in behalf of the first-and ouly martyTs 10 Awctic
L dizcovery in modern timps,, anditis alll ever
intend to ask.

[

1 charge“of Tho equipmest of the “Resolate” will

Rut if, notwithstanding ¥ ¥ Xxve ‘prreaimed



