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not because it had been acknowledged prior to the ratification of the
covenant at Sinai. It was not obligatory upon the Jews because hon-
ored by the Patriarchs: it was their imperative duty to obey the
injunctions respectirg it because commanded by Moses. T.et it be
carefully noted that Jews were to “ do” or “ not do” preeisely as their
lawgiver dirccted.  Even circumcision, though instituted and prac-
tised hundreds of years before the organization of the Jewish nation,
required to be enjoined by Mouses to make it valid to the Jewish
people.  Thus much, then, in reference to the time when the Ten
Commands were given.

Second,—respeeting what the antediluvians knew about the Sablath
I can say nothing. Moses’ history is silent on the subject.  What-
ever they knew, they put their knowledge to bad account : for only

one small family was worthy of being saved at the time of the
Flood.

Third,—Jesus, during his ministry on carth, was more than once
rebuked by the Jews for the libertics he took on the Sabhath day.—
He was however a conservative as it respected the Jewish lan. When
he was a Teacher in person, it must be remembered that the © time
was at hand”—not fully eome—when his kingdom should begin.  Re-
specting his language, ¢ Pray ye that your flight be not in the wintor,
neither on the Sabbath day.” if the allusion to the Sabbath here is
to be speeially noted, esn we not on the same principle make use of
the allusion to the winter as implying its sanctification : for the Jews,
in their tribulation, were to pray with equal earnestucss that their
flight might not bein the winter. How will this interpretation, at

a venture, suit you : ¢ Pray that you may not have to flce when your |

reverence for the Sabbath, or the severity of the season. will prevei t
you from making a sucecsful eseape’ Ycu are aware I presume
that the devout Jews would neither fight ner fice on the Sabbath;
and hence the more devout the greater their destruetion if required

to preserve themselves by flight on a day which prohibited them from |

journying save a limited distance. Butif you will ccnscerate the
Sabbath, as a Christian institution, from this aliusion. you will net
object to any one conscerating the whole winter (uine months of it
in some countrics) on the like warrant.

Fourth,—but the principal propesition, beecause of its bearing wpon |

vour duty and mine, is that which affirms tlie Sabbath is now to be

observed—to be honoured #s an institution of the gospel by all Chris. -

tian men, Wil you, my frieud * Observaior,” inform me and mavy




