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CONTINULD )

RY tlm [T Lhacd fr ]to}\ull,; tlic Areiz. s
atow ear, banche b can eae olingly ner !
vous, fqwiing il Donudiamip'’s tonderness
and cutuurageiuent to strcugthon b for the
counng trial ; and every hour he could spuro
W“an Jv\ut.cx] to Ler.

c Ui Willinw U slic exlduimed Cne Jtl)"
when thoy were walling arm-in arm iu the
matde 4y T have such adreal of app armng
i coutl, that I wisli Clinrles wonld gise upall
further proc. edings, and lot tho matter rest
u~ it i9. Will »ou sk him to do so, as be
will rot listen tn meo ?°

‘My dearest girl, you know T wontldn
1|.ythirlg to spare your foelingn ; bat yon
naet concider, if the trinl japr vented taking
plac -, your fair name will bo tarnished for
ever, and prople will say you eonsenled to
dope will Lord Vancourt ; thiz will be un-
Onbtedly the  omnion of the world, and the
reflectt ns cast upon your character for such
un ret will follow you through life. Would
veu ¢omsent to lie under such an imputation,
werely th avorl a hittle unpleasantry for a
few minutes ? as yon hnve littlo ' more* to
depuse to thau your honor, and surpnse
at [,ord Vancourt's attempt to hurry you
off.

s1fnst lor 1wy own sake, yot for yours,
dear Willina, must L summon then all 1y
courage, as no retlections suall over bo cast
un your wite, which I now cousiuer wmyself
tu be, 1 the sighit of Heaven, having vowed
nover to marry another, if it pleases the
Almishty to spare our «ves until that event
takes place.’

. .\If' own dearost Blanche, on my account
you shall never vo subjected to one momeont's
wquictude, which it may be in my power to
provent. Tho world 13 nothingto mo. I care
neithor £yr its favors nor its frowans; it is
for yoursolf only I nm thinking, should any
unfortunate circumstance prevont our union;
for without Mrs. Harcourt's consent, 1 can-
not claim your hend until two long years
bave elapsed ; and how many things msy
happeo n thet timo to dash tho cup of hap-
piness from wy lips I’

* Nothivg, Wilham, but the bhand of death
can ever prevent ma  fulfilling my engage-
ment, althongh I fear you will never beliove
mo sineero in this oft-expressed dotermina-
tion. Oh, would that you could read cvery
sceret feclig of my beart, which bents for
yououly ! [Indeed, indeed, dear William,
your doubts and suspicions maks mo very
munserablo ; for three long wooks, day after
dny, hourafter hour, I sat wordering why
yuu never camo, watchiug and hoping that
the sound of overy horso I lieard approach-
wg might be yours. Oh, had you como as
ususl, I had been spared that unpleasant
sceuo with Lord Danby, and you tho agony
of behwving for one moment that I could
prefer hun or any other human being to
yourself.’

¢+ D-ar, dear Blaucho, pray sparo e thoso
hitter retlections which wy past conduct calls
up ; but, indeed, I could not help thinking,
froms what occurred at tho ball, and after-
wards at Barton Court, when you were sit-
ting 8o long with Lord Danty, and so ovi-
dently ploased with his socicty, that bis
attentions must bo most agreeable to you ;!
and it was on that account solcly, and lest
my presence wight influenco you, or
deter nm from an expression of his senti-
ments, that I absented wysell so long from
the Priory.’

« Well, dear Wilhan, vou do not now, I
lope, believo that 1 over wtended anything
more than eonumon civihty to Lord Danby ;
bat to eonviico vou of my unswerving ate
tarhiment to yourself, bore is a hittle present
whteh | had pnr(hnsr-d expressly {or your
oten hand” —produciog a beantiful dinmond
rme, with o small lock of hier bair wsilo—
“and which you must wear as a symbol of
my love. Compe, give mo your hand—1I shall
plago 1t wyself on your finger, and when I
conse to bo your own dear Blavche, as you

‘——“

t person nnd bemng in love with him,; and it
{would be great vauity in & girl to sapporo
{1bhut every man, who tries to mako

Ihim-
sell ngrecable, must necessarily be m lovo
with her.'

¢ Not o vory wido a distinction, dear girl,
ne tho one often leads to the other, and men
oertainly consider these smiling receplions
of their attentions as an oncouragement to
proceed further.

¢ Then, you gentlemen, William, aro  very
vain, unressonablo animals; for girls, if
dintant ur reserved in their manners, are
accised ¢t hantoar, stapidity, or ill temper ;
and if socinl'y dispus-d, of firting, or lead-
inz you {, imagico they are more seriously
affected.’

* Well, dear Blanche, it is, I concluded
rather a difficult matter for young ladies to
draw the lino of distinction , but you have

yseel two instances of men’s vanity and un

reacunableness iu the cundoct of Vernon and
Lord Danby, who both aspired to your hand
without you having givon thein, as you be-
liove, any just or reasonable grounds for
thinking th t you secepted their decoirs in
any other light than mero politeness ; s0 you
must perceivo, my dear gitl, that my opin-
ion of men's feelgs in such cases is toler-
ably correct ; and I would only suggest, to
sparo yourself tho unpleasantness of similar
scenes in future, a moro guarded and reserved
wanner towards any man who shows you
any unusual attentions, uuless yort really
mean to oncouragze his addersses.’

* Then, Mr. Will, & supposo I must appear
as"démure asd Qudkevasyin-gocioty ; heither
smile, nor look pleased, scarcely speak, and
consgent to bo set down &s a most stupid, dull
girl, without two ideas in my head, and treat
all mon ulike, whether agreeavlo or the reo-
vorseo, merely to avoid tho possibility of their
fathng in lovo with we. Really, if men are
such foolish, seusitive creatures, they must
take caro of themselves; but I rather
suspeot the majority are not very scra-
pulous in trymg to win the affections of
unsuspecting girls, without intending any-
thing more.’

¢ It is quite true, dear girl, that men of the
world caro no ioro about breaking girls'
hearts than they do about breaking their
faun, and such desorve no mercy ;: but I am
perfectly satisfied my dear Blauche will
never enccurago flirtations with men of this
description.’ .

* So you really can repose somo littlo con-
fidonce in mo after all your lecturing, Mr.
William 2’

*Y.s, Blauche, T do, indead, velisve you
inoapable of wilfully msleading any one;
and as you know tho happiness or misery of
my future life now rests in your keeping, yon
will not, I am convineed, think lightly of
that trast which from this hour is sv im-
plicitly confided in you ; nad if I am a little
joalous somectimes, sot it down to tho right
account—my sole, undivided love aand
anxious solicitudo about one who is, andover
must be, far dearer to me than my own life.
And now, dear girl, Iet us return fo Aunt
Gordon, who, I daro say, begins to think we
bave been a most unreasonable timo luve-
making this morning.’

* Well, children,” remarked that lady,
¢ your delightful littlo topic appears quite in-
oxhaustible.'

¢ My doar aunt,’ repliad Blanche, Iaugh.
ing, ‘you aro greatly deccived in thioking
William has been talking love to o all this
time, whereas he bias been giving mo a most
sovero lecturo on flirtation ; in fact,dear annt
his speeches aro ofton the reverse of roman-
tio, pathetio, or even complimontary.’

* So much tho botter, my love; it is tho
greatest proof that bo has formed a high and
trne ostimato of your own good sense. The
silly trash talked by meost lovers is perfeotly
sickening, and I mnever thought William
would pour into your ears such fulsome, un-
meaning stuff, which oven & child of
twelvo years old might foel ashamed of lis-
tening to.’

*Thero is no fear of that, dear aunt ; ouly
just give him a hint not to lecturo mo quite
so much for tho futuro.

¢ Return the compliment, my love, as bo
requires somo eharpadmonitions on Lis weak
point—jealousy. And now, I want you
both to assist me in the consorvatory.’

<y gften call me, then vetarn this sitne to we

CHAPTER XXV.

s ply

{whilst I hand a lme or two to Whalley,'

could acsurne, for diininicg her from ler!
fr¥ s a fow munutes longer. '
* Yoa wero ncquainted, 1 Dbolieve, Miss
Douglas, with Lord Vancourt somo timo
previously ‘to tius-unforianato affair on Mars.
ton Comumon ?'
¢ A very short time only, sir,' was the ro-!

* You mot his lordehip, I think, first at.
Marston Castle, where you were staying on
o vigit to Lord and Lady Mervyn ¢

¢ Yes," was the faine response.

* You found lum, I dare say, ae others;
have, & very agrecable, entertaining cotn-
pamnion, extremoly courtuvous aad delercntial |
to Iadies, aud in no Wise furward or probum-('
ing in ther socioty ?°

No answer beng returned, Sergoant'
Wraugler paused a moment, directing a;
smiling, seif-satisficd look at the jury, tu at-
tract thoir attention to this adwission in his
favur, adjusting, at tho satno time, Lis gown
with tue air of couunsel when confident of suc-
cess.

¢ Confound tiaat knave I' whispered Mal-
colm to Mrs. Gordon ; ¢ he will lead that
timorous, unsuspect.ng girl into  admissions
which will plag the dovil with us, and bher-
gelf also ; but stay here a moment, aunt,

which hie wrote on tho crown of his hat, and
tho next moment g littlo cramped noto was
banded up vn the point of a stick by Mal.
colm's attoruey to bis counsel, which being
road, was answered by a nod of the head.
Serjeant Wrangler was meanwhule atiempt.
1ng-do.improxe-tho casa.by other exsxtious.

¢ There's no doubt, Miss Douglas, you felt
pleased and gratified, perbaps something
woro, by the polito att.utions of this hand-
some, highly-gifted young nobleman 2

* My lord, exclaimed Whalley, suddenly
rising befors his opponent's guestion could
vo auswered, * Iobject to that question and
the course of cross-examination adopted by
my learned friend, who js trying to obtain
adwissiors from Miss Douglas, which, from
her youth and inexperience of practice in
law courts, will be used to her disadvantage;
and I must caution her not to notice these
impertinent insinuations.’

¢ The last guestion,’ said the yudge, * was

Hfortuue ; tho latter, no doubt, of great weigt\t

| Malcolm could guess hus intentions, the faint-

soarcely fair, Mr. Wrangler ; conveying an
inference whicli you had no right to make.’

¢ I bow your decision, my lord,’ roplied
Wrangler, no wise disconcerted by this re-
buke. *I can easily obtain my poirt in an- |
other way.'

Thislittlo altercation bad opened Blanche's
eyes and undt rstending as to what Ar. Ser-
jeant Wiaugler was aiming at; and the
spirit of the Douglases camo to her rescue,
to retort upon ber crufty interrogator.

* You were in the habit, Miss Douglas, I
believe, when at Marston Castle, of frequent-
ly driving aad walking alone with Lord Van.
oourt ?°

* No, I was not," answered Bfanche, in a
firm voice, which was distinctly audible in
tae court.

* Bravo ! 2iss Blanche,’ shouted a voice
from tho crowd noar tho door ; ¢ give 1t the
rascally lawvyer in tura.’

¢ I beg pardon, Miss Douglas,” continued
hor tormentor ; ¢ but we have ovidenco to
prove you were soon soveral times walking
alune with his lordship.’

¢ Twice only—when invited to take a walk
by Miss Mervyn, I was left alone, as I be-
lioved, purposely, to Lord Vanconrt's atten-
tions, which being  disagroeable to me, I
never niam accompanied Miss Mereyn in
bker wallts.’

*Sull, Miss Douglas, notwithstanding
Lord Vancourl’s attentions being, as you
state, so disagreeable, you accepted him™ as
a partner at tho Cherrington Ball, not for
one only, but for two quadrilles ; and danc- |
ing twico the same evening with the same
partaer is gencrally consigcrcd a8 yery par-
tioalar favor.’

* D accepted Lord Vancourt for the sccond
dauce in obedience to my aunt Mrs. Har-
court’s commands, and most certainly con-
trary to my own inclination, bung previona-
Iy eugaged to Major Hammond for that set.’

* Well, 3iss Douglss, we, who cancot en-
ter into tho fancics aud feol ngs of young
ladics, must judgo by their ucts; and X
should certainly consider it au act of en-
couragement in any lady accepting mo twice
for a partner. Mammas and aunts aro very
convonient personages somectimes to fall

concoctod at Mervyn Castlo te itposo such
a worthless person a8 Lord Vancourt upon
an artlees, unsuspeating young lady ; into
which, I am sorry to add, Miss Douglas's
guardian was unwittingly dragged by the
fulso representations made to hun  there of
Lord Vancourt's high character and largo

with guardians generally.’

During thia short address, Serjeant Wrang-
ler sat down ; and Mr. Wihalley, politely
apologising to Miss Douglas for tho annoy-
aunco she had expericaced from Ler cross-
exaunnation, said sbe was now at hberty to
rojuin her b1 nds.  Pour Blanche, as svon
as handed down {rum the witness-bux tv a
seat below, oceupied by her aunt and Con.
stance, overcome by the oxcessivo heat of
tho court, as well as overpuwered by her
ontraged feelings, fell wto a swoon, from
which Malcolm and Mrs. Gordon were at-
tempting t» rouss her, when Beauchamp
iollowed Ly Stucs aud young Hazel) sprang
to her relicf.

Without 8 moment's hesitation, and before

ing forw of Blanche Douglas wap quickly
raised in Beauchamg's arms (the two bold
yeomen making way for his advance) carried
out of court, and pluced on a sofa in the
magistrates’ waiting-room.

¢ Quick, neighbor Hazel,' cried Stiles, ¢ for
a jug of cold water, whulst 1 throw up tho
windows.’

Blancho, unconscious of what had ocear-
red, soon rovived by tho cold air and still
colder:water-applied toher forehead and face;
and Mrs. Gordon's carriage being in waiting,
sho was driven immediately home to the
Priory, accompanied by her aunt and Con-
stanco ; Malecolm and Beauchamp buing
obliged to return to tho court.

The next witness called by Mr, Whalley
was Alice Hayward, Blanche’s maid.

¢ You went with your young mistress, I
beliove, to Marston Castle, 1a the month of
——last ?*

¢ Yes, sir.’ ’

* You saw Lord Vancourt there, I con-
clnde 2’

¢Yes, sir—several times.'

¢ So that you would bo suro to know him
again ?'

. *Oh, yes; he was a very particular-look-
ing gontleman.’

*Was he vcrf garﬁcular in his attentions
to your young lady, Miss Douglas ?'

¢ Not that I know of, sir.’

* Did she ever go out walking or driving
with him alone '

¢ No, sir ; Miss Blaocho wonld never dream
of doing such a thing with a stranger.’

¢ With whom thon did she generally set
out for a walk ?’

*With Miss Mervyn, sir, accompanied
soruetimes by Lord Vancourt and Mr. Ver-
non.

‘Did Mies Douglas ever allude to these
walks on returning to her room 2°

*Yes, sir ; the day before we left the Cas-
tle, she told mse she felt so annoyed by Miss
Mervyn anl Mr, Vernon's conduet, in leav-
ing her purposely, as she believed, twico
alone with Lord Vancourt, that sho wounld
never walk with her again.’

¢ Did she keep to this resolution ?’

¢ Yes, atr ; the next morning, when Miss
Mecrvya entered ‘her room, asking her to
walk, she -pleaded & bad headache,
and would not go down-stairs till Mrs. Har-
courl's carringe came to the door to take us
home.’

*Did  Miss Douglas  ever make
any other remarks to you abont Lord Van-
court ?’

¢ Sho said, the night befors she quitted
Marston Castle, that she was very glad their
visit was finished ; that although entertaining
sometimes, sho had taken & great dislike to
Lord Vancourt, and hoped never to moet
him again.’

¢ Do you remember anything particular
ocearring two days after tho kall at Cher-
rington ?'

‘ Yes, 6ir ; after lancheon, Miss Blarcho
on that day ran up to her zoom, and began
sobbing aud crying as if her hor heart would
break, because Mrs. Harcourt called her an
ungrateful girl for refusing-Lord Vancourt;
*but L could not marry such & man, Alico;
indeed, I never wonld,’ sho said, *if Auat
Harcour! tarned mo out of hiex house for re-
fosing bim.’ *No moro wounldu't I, my

las of the plot which had been ¢ meoetedyy
cusnare her, aud the character 1 bad Leard
ot Lord Vaucourt, at which elho was exceed.
ingly astonished.’

" You attended, T Lelieve, 1Lo Lall at Chy
rington, and  overheard & convy
sation between Lord Vancourt and Mr, Ve
non there, relative to this attemptedgabdy
tion '

¢ Yes, T did.

‘ Did you notice Miss Douglas's beharion,
whilst daucing with Lord Vancourt ?'

¢ Particularly ; well knowing her dislih
to the wan, and the imploring luvk she e
vn me, when Lo camo tu claimn Ler hand fz
tLe danow, dutermined me to take wy pos
tion close to her, whilst daneing with b
lordship.’

* Thank you, Mr. Cunyers ,” aud as Whi
}ey sat duwn, up russ the Sesjeant wstag
Y.

* You say, Mr. Conyers, you warned Mg
Douglas of the plot contnived aga.usts he:
and of Lord Vancourt's character, two ds
before sha went to stay at the castle? |
should have thought, i, .tho first persor]
you ought to bave made acguaioted wmtt
this pretonded plot was Mr. Harcou, (b
young iady's guardian ?'

‘I thought differently, Mr. Senent
Wrangler ; but I directly informed Mn,
Gordon, her other guardian, ot all I b
heard, to whose discretion I could more eafe.
ly confido this matter ; aud from whatoe
curred subsequently, I am quite satsfied
that she was tho most proper person tob:
consulted.’

* You had good reasons, no doubt, sr, b
trying to provent Miss Douglas manpizg
Lord Vaocourt ? you havo Leard of a friead
in need being a friend indeed, and Mr. Wil
liam Beaucbamp is, I am told, 8 very pa
ticular friend of yours 2*

¢ Mr. Beauchamp is, sir, I am prond
say, o very particular friend of mine; s ma
of bigh principles, honorable teelings, sud
sound, good sense—the latter much peedd
by Mr. Serjeant Wrangler ; for how alearm
ed barrister could have lubored, as yoabar
done this day, to prove an absurdity, pate
to the commonest understsnding, I cund
comprobond ; you are striving to provoth
consent of Miss Douglas to elope with Lot
Vancoyrt. Now, sir, giming you the dmir
sion you try in vain to obtain, that shews
a silly girl, caught at first sight by thehat
somo person of this man, and despising o
the warnings sbe bad received of bis try
character, want of fortuno, and lastly, ot ka
actuall{lbeing a married man; why, wi
on carth should induce her to clopo with Fa
—her guardian consenting to s proposai!
for Mr, and Mrs. Harcouct, blind fo
rovela ions made to them, persisted to i
last in taking his lordship’s part, and d
lady almos$ insisted on her nicce maTTH
bim. With these facts clear beforo you, by
ean you hope to persuade a child of ten yeat
old, much less twolve men of common 4ok
that thero existéd any pretence whatkrer it
Miss Douglas consenting to ran awiy
Lord Vancourt, nearly four hundred mis,
to be married, when sho could have bm
married at the parish chorch wilh ber gu®
dian's approval ? This is all nonsenss,
Serjeant Wrangler, perfect'y sbswd; s
you ars wasting tho time of the cqurt lo 2
purpose.”

¢ Such is not my opinion, Mr. Conyat:
but I do not wish to occopy more of 7€
ticye, which seems 80 precious to y0u: L
to be favored with another long-windsd a¥
tion, which I have in vain attempted Wi
terrupt.’

CHAPTER XXVL

Thomas Carter noxt deposed to he &%
vorsation ho overheard between Vern®
Harley on the avening of the day 00 'h‘v-
the hourds met at Marston Castle, sod -
ing given his evidonce, was turpiog ¥ &
down, when Serjeant Wrangler ¢X o
—* Stop, Mr. Carter, I bavo & word &
to eay to you. So, you audacious irsik "
eavesdropper, you have bad.the sssur_tw;
swear that you heard all this tramped<P
story throngh a thick mabogapy door!?

¢ Yes, éir, I did—overy word of it.

back upon.’

dear young mist_ress.‘ said I, “even to be

¢ el
* Theg voo were in the habil. T °°""




