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LESSONS FOR DECEMBER.

TFIRST SABBATH.

Sunyecr :—Jesus and Mary, John 20. :
11-18. Golden Text, Mark 16.:: 9. Par.
passages, Matthew 28: 7 Tuke 8: 2

Mary Magdalene derivee her name from
her birth-place, Magdala, a town of Galilee,
near to Capernaum. The word seven is
sometimes used in Scripture for a great or
indefinite number ; and indicates that she
was grievously tormented by 2vil spirits.
3he is sometimes supposed to be the same as
the woman mentioned, Luke 7, 37, who was
a person of abandoned character ; but for
this opinion there is no good foundation.

Of all the followers of the Saviour, Mary
seems to have been most distinguished for
love and faithfulness, She and her female
companions were last at the cross and firsd
at the sepulchre; and when Peter and
John, to whom she had brought the start-
ling news that the tomb of Jesus was em%)ty,
had come, and seen, and returned to their
homes, she could not tear herself ayay, but
remained weeping for her lost Saviour.
Stooping, and looking into the tomb, she
saw two angels, in white garments, of daz-
zling brightness, as we may infer from what
is said of the angels who rolled away the
stone. They sat, one at the head, the other
at the foot, inreverent contemplation of the
spot in which the body of their Lord and
ours had lain.  As they waited, the folding
of the grave clothes had perhaps been their
work. Sointense and absorbing was Mary’s
grief, that she had no room for astonish-
ment or alarm, but replied to their ques-
tions as if it had been asked by an ordinary
friend. As she turned, she saw Jesus Him-
self, but, blinded by her tears, and by the
darkness of the early dawn, and perhaps
from some change in His appearance after
His resurrection, she knew Him not. Her
answer to His question, why she wept, in-
dicates the sublime aftection which filled
her heart. Herfeeble strength would scarce-
1y avail to take Him awsay, but she thinks
herself fit for anything if she can obtain
possession of the beloved object. It is re-
markable that Jesus did not first appecr to
any of His Apostles, but to a woman, and
that that woman was not His mother. How
does this fact condemn the idolatrous re-
verence which Romanists pay to the Virgin
Mary.

The sound of her own name, pronounced
in the ordinary ‘cres of the *“voice of the
beloved,” Song 2, 3, revealed to her the pre-
sence of her Saviour. ‘Curning, she would
have clasped His fect, as the other women,
from whom, she had parted when she went
to call Peter and John, subsequently did.
Commentators differ as to the reason why
she was forbidden, while they were permit
ted to touch Him. DMight it not be, that

having given her a message to His Apos.
tles which would dispel the sorrow into
which His death had plunged them ; and fi.}
them with joy, His loving heart would brook
no delay; and he dispatched her at once,
telling her that as He had not yet ascended, §
she would have better opportunities to show
her affection.

The commission and His message are brief,
but very wonderful. The first is, ““ Got,
my brethren.” He is not ashamed to call
them brethren, but we do not read of ang
one who presumed to call Him “‘ brother"
First He called them servants, John 12, %,
then disciples, John 15, 8, next friends, Jotn
15,15. Now!He callsthem brethren. Andye: i
all these brethren had but just forsake
Him. How undeserved and immeasural}:
is this condescension. But the message in.
plies His infinite dignity. ITe says, “My
Father and your Father,” not our Father-
‘“My God and your God,” not our Gel
God was His Father essentially—ours ne W
80 ; our God essentially—His not so. Hi
God only in connection with us~-our Gei 88

only in connection with Him (Brown'sCon. §8 '
onJohn). a
SECOND SABBATH. t
SuBJECT :—Jesus and Thomas, John2: K é
The Resurrection of Christ was an ever S
80 important that it had to be confirmedl; 38 &
the very strongest evidence. Such evideny [ !
Christ furnished His disciples during i}: Fl W
forty days that elapsed between the Resw S8 A
rection and the Ascension, so that evy; @
shadow of doubt wasremoved. He appeu- B ™
ed to them time and again, talked with [ R.
them, ate before them, &c. Therelucte JB ol
of the discib)les to accept the testimonyfrn BN .
lheresay and their demand to see for ther. [ St
selves have been overruled for good. Thi K ter
was especially so in the case of Thomas, I |§ ’
was unreasonable in rejecting the testimory S8
of his fellow discix tes, and in vefusingtob. J8 ¢
Heve unless he not only should see Christ, S5 o’cl
but should see and fesl the scars of thenil i 6:1
and spear. Yet this unbelief has accon i .°
plished good. If Thomas was convince], |G 10 ¢
none now can doubt. T
V. 24.—This appearance of Christ wasc: Pl
the evening of the first day of the week- [ ¢
the Christian Sabbath. (See v. 19.) Wiy 3 that
‘Thomas was absent we know not. Soze GER the (
thinl. it was through sullen despondenq. =
The facs of the absence is stated “*asalor- JJi3 Pect

ing apolog; for his slowness of belief.” He
missed much however by that absence. Is
us learn to prize every opportunily of ge-
ting s})iritua benefit.

V. 25.—Thomas’s language is very stron}
He does not say, If .~ see I will believe; byt IS
I wll not believe unless I see. This discip's
was inclined to took at the dark side. (St
11 ch,, 16 v.)

V. 26, 27.—After cight days, 4. ¢, onf
eighth day, the second Sabbath of the Nis
Dispensation. By Christ’s thus appea
again on the recurrence of His Resurrecti
Day, He would give it a special sauctis



